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Reflections of Summer Days 
 
It’s Spring!   
Days like this are not far    
away now. 
 
 
Photo by A. Sherwood 

From the President                      Jack Gifford 

About The Cover: 

Passages… 
Larry Hall, in Tampa.  Age 77, Jan. 24, 2016 
Member of  both FLC and WCCB for many years. 

replaced the "Wayne Pavilion" with a new building on 
the lake shore to be called "Morehouse's", the largest 
restaurant on Cayuga Lake at that time.  This is the 
building that became the Morehouse Boat Company 
showroom in 1956 and is now a part of Cayuga Lake 
State Park. 
The Deerhead Restaurant started out as "Bucky's 
Fish Fry" in 1922, founded by my Grandfather's 
brother, Fred. The original Deerhead was built in 1929 
where it still stands today.  

My Grandfather and his brother Fred didn't always 
see eye to eye and at some point they owned a boat 
together. A fight over the ownership led to Fred 
cutting the boat in two!   

Thanks and keep up the good work,  

 -  George Zeth -- Morehouse Family.   
George is a Morehouse historian and founding member and 
past president of FLC - ACBS 

Welcome Aboard!    New Members:   
John & Beth Lytle, Jamesville                              
Sherry Rettew, Fairport                             
Michael Wetzel, Skaneateles 

Total Membership:  179  (3/24/16) 

 
Hi Folks.   
 
Well, here we are – half-way through a very 
strange winter.  February alone has seen temps in 
the 60s and...the other extreme negative 25!  Just 
when we began to think of Spring and the Summer 
to follow with all of the benefits attached thereto, 
we're plunged into the deep freeze yet again.  
Don't lose hope though.  Mother Nature will, 
grudgingly release her grip on the frost and 
freezing weather and allow us all to return to 
dreaming about the pungent aroma of varnish and 
the soft spring breezes that bring Summer and 
boating back into our lives. 
And so much is happening to look forward to.  
Another stellar FLC Boat Show is on the horizon 
and our Chair, Erin Sammut, promises it will be 
better than ever!  The possibility of a new and 

Letters... 
 
Thanks for sending the Brightwork issue (Dec., 2015) 
with the interesting article regarding Cayuga Lake 
Steamboats. 
I hope you have a Merry Christmas and a healthy New 
Year! 
- Don Quant 
 
 The December (2015) issue of "Brightwork" is a great 
one as usual! Great articles and photos!  One problem 
though, the Morehouse history was a little off!  
My Grandfather, George Morehouse, purchased the old 
"Wayne Pavilion" from William Wayne in 1918.  It was a 
snack bar next  to Cayuga Lake Park.  Although he had 
built some small boats starting in 1913, he didn't open 
a boat livery until 1925.  The snack bar was his main 
focus in the beginning.  After the flood in 1935, he 

improved dock system is looming ever closer.  
Contributions are still coming in, making our 
dream of a premier show venue a reality.  Just 
remember, however, the goal is not reached yet.  
If you haven't yet pledged support for the new 
docks, please call the Chamber and contribute!  
Your support is needed to ensure success. 
Also in the wind is a completely new FLC web 
site.  Your Board of Directors has arranged to 
have our web site completely revamped and 
online in late spring.  In addition, our web designer 
is developing a Facebook page so we will have 
the ability interact with each other in real time.  I 
envision a section of Facebook that will act as 
forum so that those with questions on restoration, 
varnishing and scarce parts hunts can be 
addressed and answered.   
Until then, see you on the dock… 



 
March 17—20 29th Annual Sunnyland Antique Boat Show, Tavares, FL 
March 20 FLC Board of Directors Creamery, Skaneateles 
April 17 FLC Board of Directors Creamery, Skaneateles 
April 30 * Spring Outing!  Cayuga Wooden Boats, Cayuga  10—12noon, then lunch at Deerhead Inn   
May 2016 New Seasonal Dock Installation—see pages 6 and 7 for more information 
May 1  NYS Canal System opens for its 191st season, statewide 
May 5—9 ACBS Spring Meeting, Seattle, WA 
May 8  Mother’s Day, Everywhere 
May 13—15 Annual Symposium at Antique Boat Museum, Clayton, NY 
May 21 ** Apprentice For a Day program & BBQ.  Dave Couch, Skaneateles.  10am—1pm.  
June 4  Annual New England Lyman Show, Wolfeboro, NH 
June 19 Annual Skaneateles Father’s Day Pancake Breakfast, Skaneateles, NY 
July 1—31 Volunteer for FLC Boat Show!  Erin Sammut: eksammut@gmail.com or 315-569-0955 
July 23—24 Wine Country Classic Boat show, Hammondsport, NY 
July 29—31 38th Annual FLC Boat Show, Clift Park, Skaneateles Lake 
Sept 9—11 17th Annual Tugboat Roundup, Waterford, NY 
Sept 21-24 ACBS Annual Meeting & Boat Show, Olympic Valley, CA 

A Full Schedule of FLC BOD Meetings Can Be Found On Page 19  

* Call Cayuga Wooden Boats for Res by 4/27.  315-253-7447        ** Call Dave Couch, 315-685-3177 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
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Brightwork is the quarterly newsle er of the Finger Lakes An que and Classic Boat Society, Ltd., a.k.a. the Finger Lakes Chapter of the An que and Classic Boat Society, Inc., and is published for the benefit of 

Finger Lakes Chapter members.  Publica on dates are March 1, June 1, September 1 and December 1.  Ques ons, submission of ar cles or story ideas for publica on, le ers to the editor, noncommercial 

adver sing, etc., are welcomed and should be sent to: Brightwork Editor, FLC –ACBS, PO  Box 1022, Skaneateles, NY  13152.  Email:  Tom Beardsley; tom@tombeardsley.com, 315‐263‐8906. 

Commercial adver sing copy and ques ons should be sent to Howard Skinner,  7474 Park Ave., Wolco , NY.  14590.  hskinnerj@gmail.com  or 585‐429‐0588.                                                                                    

The Finger Lakes Chapter general mailing address is also at:  PO Box 1022, Skaneateles, NY  13152.  The Chapter’s employer iden fica on number (EIN) is 3452140. 

Finger Lakes Chapter, ACBS    2016 Corporate Officers 
 

      President      Jack Gifford  315‐703‐7531  jmgiff@verizon.net 
      First Vice President    Dave Couch  315‐685‐3177  dfcouch@yahoo.com   
      Second Vice President   Rick Nelson  315‐253‐7057  owascohawk@aol.com 
      Treasurer      John Sammut  315‐382‐6367  john@sammutwealth.com  
      Secretary           

Directors 
  Joe Lucchesi  315‐468‐1823  jlucchesi1@verizon.net   Janice Miller  315‐382‐2924  jmillerarch@gmail.com 
  Bob Myllymaki  315‐635‐3634  anteekbotr@aol.com    Howard Skinner  315‐587‐2881  hskinner@nrwcs.org 

Directors at Large 
  Jack Miller    607‐227‐9866  jamiller150@hotmail.com        Arnie Rubenstein  315‐637‐8522  arniebbd@aol.com 
 
Boat Show Chair:      Erin Sammut        315‐569‐0955  eksammut@gmail.com   Membership:     Dick Sherwood    585‐265‐1518     flcboats@aol.com 
Database Leader:  Dick Sherwood    585‐637‐8522       flcboats@aol.com               Newsletter:         Tom Beardsley     315‐263‐8906     tom@tombeardsley.com 

Ship’s Store:       Barb Carman       607‐754‐4181     barbaracamen47@gmail.com 
Immediate Past President 

Janice Miller     (2008‐2010)    315‐496‐2924    jmillerarch@gmail.com 
Past Presidents 

        Rob Kidd    (2005‐2007)   Jack Miller    (2003‐2005) 
        Roger Townsend   (1998‐2003)   Scott Beuhler  (1998) 
        Arnie Rubenstein  (1996‐1997)   Dick Sherwood  (1992‐1995) 
        Susan Beuhler  (1988‐1991)   George Zeth  (1987) 
        Jim Brennan  (1984‐1986)   Bob Myllymaki  (1982‐1983) 
        Syd Marsden  (1979‐1981)   Ford Knight  (1977‐1979) 

Charter Members 
  Ford Knight, President   Syd Marsden, Vice President    Richard Morehouse, Jr., Treasurer    Kristine Marble, Secretary
  John Barnes  Mary Ellen Bond  Jim Brennan  Josephine Brown  Fred Curry   Jerry Feltus   Harold Flagg
  George Hyatt  Gloria Hyatt  Ron Jasper    Allyn Morehouse  Bob Myllymaki  George Zeth 

 
Chapter Website:  www.acbs‐flc.org 

Brightwork accepts listings for many different events which may be of interest to our membership. 
Please send your listing request to the editor: tom@tombeardsley.com.   

All requests, of course, are subject to approval and space available. 
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Rob Kidd                         Spotlight On Members 

Taming Cobras in The Finger Lakes 

W hen Florion Orlowski was a boy of twelve, his 
Grandfather bought a brand new 1955 Chris-

Craft Continental for use at their family cottage on 
Sodus Bay.  That boat made a big impression on 
Florion and would lead to his eventual ownership of 
several classic boats. 
As Florion grew to be a young man, his Grandfather 
gave him greater responsibility for and eventual 
ownership of the Continental.  This was his first boat, 
of course, and like many young men, Florion thought 
about what things he might do to improve the boat's 
performance.  He couldn't decide whether to hop up 
the existing six-cylinder engine or swap in a V-8.  
Florion wrote several letters to Chris-Craft 
Corporation seeking their advice on the matter.  Each 
letter he sent resulted in a nice letter in return and he 
saved each one of them, still in a scrapbook today.  
Florion didn’t 
swap out the 
engine, either.  
He did mill the 
cylinder heads, 
though.  And he 
gained an extra 
100 horsepower!  
Florion still has 
the Continental 
today. 
In 1973, Florion, 
then into his 
’30’s, found 
himself nosing 
around marinas 
on Keuka Lake in 
search of  wood 
boats when he 
spotted the 
damaged nose of 
a wood boat 
peeking out of a 
storage shed.  
Upon entering 
the shed, Florion saw, for the very first time, a Chris-
Craft Cobra.  He knew right then and there that he 
had to have one of those boats with the iconic, golden 
fin rising from the stern. 
That particular boat didn’t fall into Florion’s hands, but 
he placed a want ad in the classified section of Motor 
Boating Magazine seeking a Cobra.  The first 
response was from Pennsylvania where an 18' model 

was for sale.  Florion wasted no time in buying it.  Not 
long afterward, a man from 
Buffalo called to say he 
had a 21' Cobra to sell 
and Florion bought it, 
too. 
The 18' Cobra was and 
remains to this day a 
completely original boat 
with the original KBL engine.                    
These KBL engines were the top choice among the 
four engines offered in the 18' model.  The 21' 
Cobra’s original power had been replaced with a 
Chrysler dual 4bbl V-8 which was later found to be a 
replacement for the boat's original 158hp Chris-Craft 
MBL.  While that reminded Florion of his dreams to 
repower his Continental, he knew he wanted this boat 

in its original 
configuration.   
Florion eventually 
did find a suitable 
MBL, discovering 
this boat was one 
of 10 of the 21’ foot 
models originally 
powered that way. 
The 21' Cobra also 
needed a new 
bottom and Florion 
did the work 
himself.   
With the bottom 
planking removed, 
Florion made two 
interesting 
discoveries.  One, 
that the deck 
framing is of Sitka 
spruce instead of 
mahogany.  A copy 
of the boat's 
original building 

plans was sent for and he learned that the factory 
specified Sitka spruce for the deck frames and certain 
other framing components.  Florion figures this may 
have been a weight saving measure for this high 
performance boat.   
 
 
 Continued on Page 17 
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Dave Couch                       Restorer’s Corner 

A Few More Hints About Season Preparation 
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O ver the years of doing this column I have 
discussed the restoration of a steering wheel, 

the canvassing of a deck, the application of varnish 
and the polishing of chrome. 
But, there is nothing more important than safety—and 
being ready for the unexpected. 
In this issue of Brightwork, there is a piece on spring 
commissioning, things to look for and ways to be 
ready. 
Of course, one should always make sure the gas is 
fresh, the oil is 
changed, the 
horn works 
and the 
running lights 
shine. 
The battery 
should be well 
charged, 
watered and 
tested to make 
sure it has the 
“umph” to get 
the job done. 
There should be enough life-jackets and they should 
be in top-notch shape.   If you have inflatable jackets, 
check the dates and refresh the cartridge and bobbin, 

if necessary.  
Make sure 
the indicator 
window is “in 
the green.”   
If it’s red, the 
jacket can 
only be 
inflated 
manually! 
The flares 
and smoke 
signals need 
to be in a 
waterproof 
case and 
within the 3 
year 

expiration date.  Check the dates on the ones your 
buying, too, and get your money’s worth. 
How about that paddle?  And really, is it one you want 

to use?  The big thing about emergency equipment is 
that it has to work, not just look pretty. 
Check that first-aid kit.  Make sure it’s complete and 
it’s always worth having an extra box of band-aids 
around.  They’re magic for a kid’s skinned knee or 
scraped knuckle, and that extra box keeps your real 
first-aid kit intact.   And what about medications, 
particularly for allergies? 
All of these points are great for the safety conscious, 
of course and are worth bringing up for discussion all 
the time.   But, from a Restorer’s Corner 
perspective, it’s worth talking again about how to 
fasten a plank.   
Most of us are in 
wooden boats.  
And a problem is 
that a lot of 
people think the 
best way to 
fasten a plank is 
with a stainless 
steel screw. 
Wrong.   
Stainless may not 
rust most of the time, but stainless is not the panacea 
for all things.  Actually, stainless can sometimes be 
worse – a lot worse, than you think.   Basically, 
stainless steel needs air to work right.  When it’s in 
dry wood, that’s great.  And usually, stainless steel is 
great at holding metal things together below the 
waterline.  But, you should never bury stainless steel 
in wood below the waterline.   The wood gets wet, the 
metal starts degrading quickly (even stainless) and 
the wood actually starts rotting around the metal, too.  
It’s called “crevice corrosion” by some.   It’s a lousy 
combination and the result is a surprisingly large 
amount of water which suddenly enters what you’ve 
been jokingly calling “a hole into which I pour a lot of 
money.”   Your costs are about to climb a lot higher. 
So, use bronze fasteners when you’re restoring your 
hull.  If you can’t, for some reason, go with hot-dipped 
galvanized.  If that doesn’t work, go with iron, brass or 
almost anything else.  Stainless steel screws have no 
place anywhere near your hull, particularly below 
the waterline. 
  

Make sure the green indicator shows on the 

inflatable, or you blow it up the hard way!  Just say “no” to stainless below the water 

Check those flare dates—it’s illegal to have 

them on board when expired.  Check the 

dates of the ones you’re buying, too! 
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The Dock Market 
For Sale: 1956 Chesapeake Bay Built  14 ft  Runabout.  
Unique, pretty and really wanting to be at home on a lake.  
Completely restored.  Motor in great shape, but not period to the 
boat. (We used her too often to fuss with an antique motor!)    

Includes 185 Karavan trailer, custom 
cover, cushions and more.  Currently on 
Chesapeake Bay.   Looking for $14,200 
O.B.O.   E-mail Meg Moffat 
mremeg122@comcast.com or 443-994-
4564.   Chesapeake Bay.    0915   
 

For Sale: 1931 Garwood Triple 22 ft  Model 22-35 ,  One of 
only 8 made in 1931 , only 2 known to exist today. Excellent 
condition and shows well. Older restoration, New, no soak 
bottom, excellent top sides, nice chrome and interior. Originally 
powered by a 125 hp Chrysler Imperial 6 cyl engine. Currently 
powered by a similar-era Chrysler 6 cyl. Twin axle road-worthy 
trailer with fresh paint.  $82,500. OBO . Multiple ACBS show 
winner . E- Mail for photos and info to 
steve@shehadirug.com  or call 315 472 6397  Skan., NY    0615 
 
For Sale: 1971 Karlesen 280 Class Hydroplane, 19 
ft  Awesome inboard Hydroplane! Completely rebuilt and 
campaigned on the vintage race circuit for several years. Nick-
name was Broken Bullet. Powered by a reliable 305 Chevy small 
block engine pushing nearly 300 hp. Ramp launch trailer, so no 
need for a crane. NY registered, equipped with muffler - but can 
be removed and have the original 10-in. stacks. Nice package; 
ready to rock.  $12,900 OBO E- Mail for photos and info to 
steve@shehadirug.com or call  315 472 6397 Skan., NY     0615 
 
For Sale: 1959 Car Aqua Classic Fiberglass Outboard 
"Station Wagon" model . This "Fiber Classic" bears a striking 
similarity to the '56 Chevy, right down to it's color scheme . 
Complete with stereo and newer Mercury 50 hp with only 5 
hours of run time. Headlights work! This boat is a real head-
turner and is the epitome of 50's automobile styling on the water. 
Complete with custom cover; good trailer, new tires. Great article 
in Classic Boating Mar/Apr issue . Only 11 made and only two 
"Station Wagon's" known to exist. $12,500 OBO.  E-Mail for 
photos and info to steve@shehadirug.com or           call 315 472 
6397 Skan., NY                                                0615 

 
For Sale: 1992 Hoffman SST 45 Tunnel Hull Race boat, 14 
ft.   Perfect SST45 rig for the hobbyist  or someone looking to get 
into SST45 racing! This Hoffman hull was built in Norfolk, VA 
and known to be a competitive design. Nice shape; recent 
cosmetics and rigging. Evinrude SST 45 factory racing engine 
runs well. Enclosed cockpit and collapsible sponson tips. Custom 
trailer.  This racer is a real head-turner and displays well at the 
shows. $6,900 OBO. E-Mail for photos and info to 
steve@shehadirug.com  or call 315 472 6397.  Skan., NY  0615 
 
For Sale:  17’ 1903 Grant-Parsons Adirondack Guideboat. 
Very good condition.  Original caning on seats.  New oars, built 
as originals, included.  Asking $12,000.      Kathleen Cappon.  
585-489-4139.  kcappon@verizon.net   (Rochester, NY)       
NEW 0315 
 
For Sale:  Magpie, a 1940 Gar Wood 20’6” Utility.  103 hp 
Chrysler Crown, solid 
trailer.  Multiple Best-in-
Show winner.  Stored 
indoors; ready to go.  
Expensive, but worth it.  
Serious inquiries to John 
Wayman 
magpiegw@gmail.com   (Rochester, NY) REV 1214                       
 
For Sale:  1954 15’ Lyman with 1984 25hp Evinrude.  Includes 
trailer.  Asking $1,850.00.  Walt & Kay Szczplen 315-638-8218. 
(Baldwinsville, NY)                                                  NEW  0615 

For Sale:  1962 Switzer-
Craft  “Shooting Star” 
with ‘62 100hp Merc 
outboard.   New Price!!   
Beautiful, very rare boat.  
Only 30 1962 models 
produced.  Boat and motor fully restored.  Includes trailer.  
Asking $24,000 OBO. Arnie Rubenstein, 315-445-3345  
(Skaneateles)    REV 1214 
 
 
For Sale:  Two 6-Cyl. engines.  A 1931 6-51 Grey ($375.), and 
a 1932 6-75 Grey with dual ignition ($400.).  Both engines turn 
freely and are complete with transmissions.   
Bill Drake.  585-723-1333 (Rochester, NY)               NEW 0614 
 
For Sale:   1954 Johnson Outboard.  5.5 hp, includes 6 
Towinggal. tank.  Runs, good condition.  Make Offer.  585-889-
9635  (Rochester, NY)                 
NEW  0314 
 
For Sale:  Rare 1927 20-ft. Gesswein Sportabout (hull #7) with 
original 6 cyl. Van Blerck engine.  Twin cockpit with unusual 
facing rear seats.  Brass hardware & leather upholstery.  Boat & 
engine fully restored; both in excellent condition.  Beautiful boat, 
could be award winner.  Custom trailer.  Asking $35,000.  Sue 
Giovannetti, (802-434-3059 or sueag@hotmail.com   REV 1214 
 
For Sale:   Many outboard boats – Penn Yan, Arkansas 
Traveler, Yellow Jacket, Texas Maid, MFG, etc.  Also, many 
off-brand motors such as Scott-Atwater, Champion, Muncie, 
McCulloch, Oliver, West Bend, etc.  Dick Curvin.  315-729-
4666 (cell).   (Moravia, NY)                                           NEW 0613 
 
For Sale:  185 HP Chris-Craft engine.   Completely rebuilt.  
New rings, bearings, cam, lifters and carb.  283 cu-in.  (Chevy 
Block)     
Mick Griffin, 716-662-1949 or MickG16@aol.com     REV 1213 
 
For Sale:  1904 18ft+ Fay & Bowen [style] launch with 1909 
Paulson motor #21.  Original canopy with brass hardware.  Full 
restoration in 1995.  Excellent trailer included.  Boat and motor 
were in water and running then.  Multiple ACBS show winner.   
E-mail for photos and info to steve@shehadirug.com $12,500. 
OBO.  Steve Shehadi (Skan., N Y)  315-472-6397w   REV   0615 
 
For Sale:  1996 12-ft. Victory Swift.  Reproduction of old Penn 
Yan Swift; only 12 made.  Cedar and laminate.  25 HP Mercury 
Outboard, trailer and boat hoist included.  Asking $11,000. OBO.  
Bill Eberhardt, 315-217-8111 or admin@thesherwoodinn.com  
(Skaneateles, NY)  
 

Submit new ads, corrections or deletions to Dick Sherwood at 
flcboats@aol.com .   

Listings are at no charge, although priority is given to members 
first.  Non--members (of FLC) may be listed as space permits.  

photos may be included, space permitting. 
 
 

Special For the Youth Toy Boat Painting at the July Show 
 

We Need: Scrap 2x4’s at least 9” long (any condition, but 
not pressure treated) for making toy boats for kids to paint 
at future FLC Boat Shows.  Will pick up anywhere in the 
Rochester, Finger Lakes, Auburn, Skaneateles, Syracuse 
areas and points between.  Dick Sherwood at 
flcboats@aol.com or 585-265-1518. 
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A Presidential, Classic Yacht, designed by —Trumpy  
No, Really!   These Are Great Boats, Designed by Really Good People 

T here is, perhaps, nothing more stately than a yacht.   
Often, the word is held in great esteem and sometimes 

with derision.  And we couldn’t resist a story on “Trumpy 
Yachts.” 
We of the antique boat group usually think of wooden 
yachts, of course, as the most elegant.  One of the top ten 
yachts in the world is considered the U.S.S. Sequoia, the 
presidential yacht for nine presidents in the 20th century 
and now fully restored and available for charter.  The boat 
was built by the Mathis shipyard of Camden, NJ in 1925, 
also known for patrol boats, navy vessels, ferries, fishing 
boats, freighters, tugs and barges.   Their yacht division 
featured designs by John Trumpy, a Norwegian born naval 
architect who joined the company in 1910. 
Trumpy does have an eerie, familiar ring in 2016.  A 
similar name, also known throughout New Jersey (but in 
Atlantic City), sometimes is also praised, derided and 
envied.   So, why not a short piece on Trumpy yachts? 
Truly, these were great yachts and Trumpy was a great 
designer. 
By definition, “yacht” means “a vessel used for private 
cruising, racing, 
or other 
noncommercial 
purposes.”  
From WWI and 
into the 1960’s, 
there were many 
yacht builders 
(40’+) like 
Owens, Chris-
Craft, 
Richardson, Matthews, Huckins, Hutchins, Thompson,  and 
many more.  Arguably, Trumpy held the crown. 
John Trumpy joined John Mathis in 1910 and the two 
worked side by side in partnership.  Mathis had two yards, 
one for commercial boats and the other, the “Mathis Yacht 
Building Company” for the pleasure boats – many of them 
designed by Trumpy. 
Just prior to WWII, Trumpy 
became sole owner upon the 
death of Mathis.  The country and 
the company moved into war 
footing over the next couple of 
years, but after the war, yacht 
building resumed.  The company 
moved to Annapolis,  the name 
changed from “Mathis Yards” to 
“John A. Trumpy and Sons.”   
The company thrived through the 
rest of the 40’s and the ‘50’s.   The yachts they built were 
some of the finest, fitted with great salons, elegant 
staterooms, crew quarters and galleys equipped with the 
best equipment.  Each vessel was commissioned with 

custom china and silver, specifically designed for the boat. 
Arguably, the USS Sequoia was Trumpy’s best yacht. 
Originally built for an oil executive in 1925, William 
Dunning, it was sold to the U.S. Department of Commerce 
in 1932 for $42,500.   During prohibition, some rum-
runners apparently mistook it for a rich man’s vessel, 
pulling alongside to sell their stock only to be promptly 

arrested.  Later that year, the Navy assumed 
the ship for Presidential use. It was first used 
for President Hoover.  Interestingly, Hoover 
served liquor on board and also placed a photo 
of the boat on the official White House 
Christmas card during the height of the 
depression, apparently reassuring the country 
that the President was doing okay. 
The 105 foot long, 91-ton ship served 
presidents through Jimmy Carter.   Sold during 
the Carter administration in 1977, the “USS 
designation was officially dropped, but is now 

maintained “under popular convention.” 
The boat continues to be used, occasionally, for dignitaries 
and even Presidential events.  Ronald Reagan used it a 
number of times and on the ship’s website a quote from 
Mikhail Gorbachev states, “"What human passions were 

boiling on this modest (and wonderful) boat!"  
The boat has been used into the 21st century by 
presidential staff and visiting dignitaries.  
The boat is laid up of long-leaf yellow pine and 
is powered with twin Detroit Diesels turning 2 
propellors at 400shp.  There are two generators 
on board, a 5kw and a 10kw.  Originally, the 
Sequoia had a resident crew of 10.  It’s now 
used for day charters along the Potomac River in 
Washington and is listed on the Federal Register 
of Historic Places (Vessels). 
More information on the U.S.S. Sequoia can be  
found at www.sequoiayacht.com. 

Thanks to many sources for information on this article:  
Sequoia Yacht, Inc., Wikipedia, National Archives,  
Photos courtesy Gary Silversmith, Sequoia 

Queen of Denmark on a recent visit 

A “Trumpy” on NY’s Canals, Sept. 2003  (Tom Beardsley) 
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Blythe Jakubowski               A Teen’s Take On Boats    

Flying the Friendly Skies—in a Para Sail 

E very vacation I’ve ever been on has had 
something to do with boats, one way or another.  

Last week, I was in Punta Cana, Dominican Republic.  
My two best 
friends and I 
decided we 
should go 
parasailing, 
well, because, 
when in 
Rome… 

We negotiated 
the price for a 
little bit and 

once we reached a deal we were rushed off to a tiny, 
shaky, little beat-up boat. 

No waivers were signed, no insurance was 
mentioned… no nothing. 

We cruised out about 5 minutes in this sketchy little 
boat and all of a sudden it stops.  The Dominican 
man driving the boat, who’s English was less than 
par, asks us multiple times if we can swim.  Needless 
to say, we were a little nervous with the situation.  So, 
he takes a shampoo bottle full of gasoline from under 
the seat and dumps it all over the engine.  Of course.  
What else would you do?  And that put us right back 

in action. 

We drove out 
farther where 
the bigger, 
slightly less 
sketchy boat 
would take us 
parasailing. 

The guy 
driving started 
yelling things 
as we pulled 

up to the larger boat.  Now, I was brought up with 
protect-the-boat-before-your-life rules so, of course, I 

shot my hands out to push off and protect the boats 
from hitting each other. 

They didn’t like that one bit.  Apparently they had 
been telling us to keep our hands away!  It was so 
weird watching the boats hit each other so hard. 

Guess there’s a first time for everything! 

We probably 
weren’t in 
the larger 
boat for 
more than 
30 seconds 
before we 
were up in 
the air.  No 
instructions 
or anything, 
just a lot of 
really fast 
talking – in Spanish. 

While in the air we could look around.  I was amazed 
at the water traffic.  No one seemed to have any idea 
what they were 
doing.  It was just 
a ton of boats 
going really fast, 
really close, in all 
directions.  
Nothing like 
home, for sure! 

It was, though, 
such a fun (and 
just a little bit 
scary) experience. 

The Finger Lakes are going to look a whole lot more 
calm to me now and I can’t wait to get back at it! 
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A Little Suggested Reading... 
McAllister Towing – 150 Years of Family Business   
(McGraw Hill.  Stephenie Hollyman, Herb Schaffner, Don Besom, Craig Rising  
The Book of Wooden Boats Vol III (Benjamin Mendlowitz)    
Wooden Boats (Michael Ruhlman)   
Building Chris Craft; Inside the Factories  (Anthony Mollica  (FLC member!) 

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22Benjamin%20Mendlowitz%22;jsessionid=E508F0A4EE77BB704ED383D7AAEEDE8D.prodny_store01-atgap05?Ntk=P_key_Contributor_List&Ns=P_Sales_Rank&Ntx=mode+matchall�
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Many different levels of donations are available. 

Call the Chamber office for specific amounts or to 
inquire on making it a holiday gift . 

A New Community Dock System—Within Reach  
A History and a Goal—Detailed 

I n the early 1990’s, the Finger Lakes Chapter of the Antique and 
Classic Boat Society started focusing on a new, permanent venue 

for the annual boat show.   Sights were set on Skaneateles, a quaint 
village filled with colonial architecture.  A small 
town charm and a beautiful waterfront at the north 
end of a lake with the same name seemed a  
natural choice. 
Of course, no boat show is possible without docks 
for the mooring of the boats and a viewing spot 
for visitors. 

The pier extending south 
from the village had been 
recently rebuilt by the City of Syracuse.  Paved 
with brick and sporting styled, galvanized steel 
railings and designed as a strolling promenade, it 
was the perfect viewing platform.   Docks were 
still needed and the answer was to build sectional 
structures.   The Chamber of Commerce, the 
Finger Lakes Chapter and Mid Lakes Navigation 
put their heads together. 
There were a number of things to consider.  The 
docks had to be consistently wide, providing 

slips for two average sized wooden boats to fit between the fingers 
and they had to be independent of the city pier (not attached).  Most 
importantly, the docks had to be installed for the boat show and  

Facts and Figures—Detailed  
The new docks will be more than 65’ longer 
than the current system.    

Built by ShoreMaster of Fergus Falls, 
Minnesota, they will be installed by local dealer 
Brinson Marine of Onondaga Hill.    

The main trunk of the dock will be 485 feet 
long and 6 feet wide.  There will be 19 fingers 
(each 4 feet wide).  A total capacity of 42 slips 
will be included with at least 3 permanent cleats 
installed for each slip.  Vertical bumpers will be 
installed along the finger docks and a horizontal 
bumper will be placed along the trunk dock to 
help prevent damage to vessels. 

Boaters are encouraged to continue to bring 
their own bumpers to fully protect their boats.  
Mooring lines are, of course, the responsibility 
of the boater. 

The entire system will have a wider footprint 
than the current system, providing more 
stability.   

Continued on Page 12 



 

NO VISIT TO 

SKANEATELES  

IS COMPLETE 

WITHOUT A VISIT TO 

DOUG’S FISH FRY 
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T he Finger Lakes Chapter’s Antique and Classic Boat Show, known by 
most as simply, The Skaneateles Antique Boat show, will celebrate 

22 consecutive years in 2016.  Located at the north end of what William H. 
Seward (Secretary of State under President Lincoln) described as the most 
beautiful body of water in the world, the Village of Skaneateles continues 
to be a great host.   

The Finger Lakes Chapter is proud to announce the continuing support of 
M&T Bank as the primary sponsor of the show.   

2016 will be the 37th show for the chapter overall.  The first event was held 
in Ithaca and the show traveled between there, Seneca Falls, Oswego and 
Auburn before settling in Skaneateles in 1994.  

M&T Bank was known as Skaneateles Savings Bank when the show came to the village.  A number of 
changes have taken place, but the support for the community and the neighborhood spirit has continued to be 
the bank’s foundation and benchmark.   

Look for the new M&T ad in the June issue and their name continuing to banner our sponsorship list in the 
2016 Boat Show program this July.   Always the last weekend of the month, Antique Boats will grace the new 
village docks on July 29, 30 & 31. 

M&T Bank’s Support for FLC 

Continues with 2016 Sponsorship 



Surrounded By Fancy Glass, Electronics and Glitz, 

FLC Waved The Flag of Great Boating 

T he Finger Lakes Chapter went boating from February 17th through the 20th with all sorts of big boys, fast glass, 
shiny gel-coats and tricked out electronics—and with a nice, Bimini-topped Lyman, powered by a spiffy antique 

Evinrude Lark outboard. 

Of course, it was all on concrete inside 
the horticulture building at the NYS 
Fairgrounds in the chapter’s exhibit area 
at the annual CNY Boat Show. 

The exhibit was organized by Dave 
Couch and volunteers from the chapter 
made sure questions were answered not 
only about the boat, but about 
participation in the chapter.  
An estimated 2—3,000 attendees walked 
by the exhibit and the staff at the booth 
thinks they spoke to a healthy 10—15% 
of them.  Not bad for an antique boat 
club at a fancy boat show.   
There was quite a bit of interest in the 
Lyman, the FLC Annual Boat Show in 
Skaneateles, how to restore an old boat, 
re-canvas a canoe, the dedication of restoration and membership.   One potential new member is a proud, new owner of a 
20’ Morehouse which he keeps, appropriately, on Cayuga Lake.  

L ook for a postcard, coming to your mailbox soon, looking a lot like this. 

It’s a reminder to register for the Annual FLC Boat Show in beautiful Skaneateles.   

The form will be on both the 
chapter and Skaneateles websites 
after April 1.  It’s easy to fill out 
with the computer, if you like, but 
then we ask you print it, sign it and 
return to us the completed form 
with payment by using good, old 
fashioned Post Office mail. 

With a vastly improved mooring 
system (new docks) in the water 
this year, we expect a banner year 
for in-water requests.   

And knowing that you’ll be there 
makes the weekend complete. 

We Are Planning a Stellar July…    
Of Course, That’s Only Because You’ll Be There.   
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The Boat Show Docks of Skaneateles  - Continued from Page 9 

removed after the show was over.  Year around 
installations were not possible for a number of reasons. 
Mid Lakes came up with a modular design of a steel truss 
platform, ranging from 10 to 20’ in length (depending on 
the type of section), capable of holding a wooden deck 
which would fit into the channel.   Vertical 4x4 wooden 
posts would slide through a pair of custom u-bolts, 
clamping the posts at the proper height for the 
variable water levels.  These posts would double as 
a mooring spot for the fore and aft lines of the 
boats.    Skaneateles Lake water levels can easily 
fluctuate 2-3 feet from year to year so adjustments 
would be necessary. 
It was a frenzy to get them completed on time.  
Cayuga-Onondaga BOCES was contacted and their 
welding shop participated in building some of the 
fingers.   The main pier and much of the balance of 
the construction was fabricated by Mid Lakes, the 
staff trying to use as much downtime at their 
facility as possible (they were busy at the time 
building canal boats in Borodino!). 
At first, the docks were installed just for the 
show—and left in the water for a few weeks after.  
They quickly became a resource as the public and 

village merchants became wild about them. 
For the first time, it was easy for boaters to come into the 
village for shopping, ice cream, dinner and the Friday 
night band concerts.    
Over the past 20 years, the docks have come an 
institution in the village and many are continually 
surprised to find they are not owned by the municipality 
of Skaneateles. 
The current dock system is showing its age.  New 
systems are available which are lighter, safer to install 
and more stable for the traffic incurred.  In the past few 
years, there have been various ideas floated for a new 
dock, ranging from a permanent, fixed installation to a 
seasonal installation. 
Over the winter of 2015-16, plans came together for a 
new, seasonal system.   
This new system will continue to be modular and 
installed annually for the boating public and for the 
Antique Boat Show.  The weekend of the boat show will 
be the one time the docks are not available to the public, 
always the last full weekend of July. 
The manufacturer of the system is “ShoreMaster.”  The 
dealer (and installation contractor) winning the bid is 
Brinson Marine of Onondaga Hill. 
The dock will be aluminum with anti-skid decking, 
mooring cleats and fixed bumpers (boaters are still urged 
to make sure they bring their own fenders and bumpers). 
The new dock will be wider on the main trunk and the 
fingers (6’ and 4’ respectively) and will have a capacity 
of 42 boats.   The system will extend 485’ from the 

shoreline, parallel to the “city pier,” about 65’ farther than 
the current system. 
Fund raising continues and is slightly over 60% of the goal.  
Coordinators caution that without the full goal being met, 
it’s possible the dock will not be available for the 
boating public through the entire 2016 season.   

The Skaneateles Pier with the current community docks in place, 

2015.   Courtesy Google Earth. 

A ShoreMaster installation in Minnesota.  Courtesy ShoreMaster Docks. 
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We Love Antique Boaters!   Stay With Us!  

 

Trailer Parking On-Site 

One Mile West of Skaneateles 
4239 East Genesee St. Rd, Auburn, NY  13021 

 
www.skaneatelesinn.com        info@skaneatelesinn.com 
Susan Dove, Owner                                           315-685-5751 

Open All Year 

It’s Spring!  Is Your Outfitting List Ready?  

Whether A Classic, Antique or Contemporary Boat, the Checklist Is The Same 

I t’s best not to think too much about how odd it is 
to face minus 38 degree wind-chills in February 

and just four months later be sweltering in a bathing 
suit on a lake. We celebrate summer in upstate New 
York because we deserve it! 

But, are you ready to dust off the bright work, gas up 
the tank, hook up the trailer and go to the water?   

Being ready is more than just filling the cooler, of 
course.   We have a few 
thoughts and 
recommendations. 

When the US Coast Guard 
inspects commercial boats, 
they pay a lot of attention to 
simple points of safety.  
You should, too.  Whether 
in salt water or fresh, there 
are some simple things to 
keep in mind. 

1) Never use Stainless 
Steel fasteners below the waterline.  It seems 
counter-intuitive for everything we’ve heard, 
right?  But the problem is something called 
“Crevice Corrosion.”  Stainless Steel actually 
needs oxygen and air to remain stainless.  When 
buried in wood, caulk and plugged, that doesn’t 
happen.  The fastener rots away.  (That’s really 
bad.)  It’s complicated chemistry, but suffice it to 
say—that’s why bronze fasteners are always the 
safe bet to fasten a plank.   

2) Adding another coat of varnish this winter?  Try 
to remember what you used last winter and use 
the same brand and style.  (Water-based, low-odor 
varnishes may be good for a house-hold floor, but 
they have no place on your boat.)   Always, the 
high-quality varnish and an additive to protect 
against UV rays will save you a lot of anguish 
later on.  And protecting the wood is pretty 
important.  

3) How about those bilge alarms?   Ideally, you have 
an automatic bilge pump with either a built-in or 
detached float switch.  If the pump, switch or 
battery fails, however, you might want an alarm 
system.  It’s easy to install without ruining any 
antique quality.  In fact, it might save that antique!  
An alarm float switch should be mounted well 
enough above the bilge pump so the alarm sounds 
when there is an issue, but not so high that it’s 

simply a history lesson.  It should be 
powered separately from the pump, for 
obvious reasons.  Wire that alarm 
system up any loud noise and/or  light 
you like.  Make sure it’s visible or 
audible when running the boat, too.   

4) Double check those hose clamps.  
On the marine radio there are often calls, 
“I’m taking on water!”  And often the 
problem is a loose clamp.  A water-
cooled boat brings water from the sea 
into the boat, for instance.  In a perfect 
world, that water is then taken back to 

the sea by good plumbing.  A loose hose after the 
manifold will not show an over-heating engine, but 
it will fill up a boat.    

Continued on Page 14 
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FLC Board of Director Meeting Dates 
Clip and Save 

 
January 13th – 2:00 PM 
February 21st – 2:00 PM 
March 20th – 2:00 PM 
April 17th – 2:00 PM 
May 15th – 2:00 PM 
June 12th – 2:00 PM 
July 17th – 2:00 PM – Venue TBA 
FLC Boat Show – July 29 – 31 
August 8th – Boat Show Wrap-up Meeting - TBA 
September 18th - 2:00PM 
October 15th – (Annual Meeting – tentative – TBA) 
November 20th – 2:00PM 
December - no meeting 
*All meetings scheduled for The Creamery unless otherwise noted. 

5) Always check through-hull fittings for corrosion 
and check the valve to make sure it works. 

6) Make sure your gas is right for the age of your 
engine.  Too much ethanol eats fuel hoses. 

7) Check your 
anchor—and 
your anchor 
line.   

8) Count your 
life-jackets, 
pull on the 
straps, press on the kapok and listen for air leaks.  
Leaking?  Get a new jacket.  Period.  Always 
destroy an old life jacket which doesn’t pass an 
inspection.   

9) Clean your bilge.   The mice had a heyday over the 
winter making nests with what’s missing from 
your life jackets! 

10) Horns and whistles and flares.  They are supposed 
to be loud enough to be heard and bright enough to 
be seen, not just to wave hello and be festive. 

11) Lights.   Are they bright enough?  Globes cleaned?  

Do you have spare bulbs on board?  And a 
flashlight—at least one, with batteries (and spare 
batteries never hurt, either).  Your cell phone 
flashlight doesn’t count. 

12) And those pesky fire extinguishers.  
When was the last time they were inspected 
and is that date on the extinguisher?  If you 
shake one, can you feel the powder moving 
around?  During the season, it never hurts to 
wail on the side of a fire extinguisher with a 
rubber mallet—it breaks up the powder 
which gets pretty solid with the vibration of 

a boat.  Note:  While a “period” extinguisher looks 
attractive during a show, it should either work or 
have a working model close by. 

 Spring!  Outfitting Checklist  - continued from page 13 



15   Brightwork, March 2016 

To learn more, call  

518‐494‐2966 

Or visit 

www.garwoodcustomboats.com 

20 Duell Hill Road, 

Brant Lake, NY   12815 

 

Full Service, In-House Mechanical—All Engines & Outboards    New Sales 

Indoor / Outdoor Storage     Boat Repair     Transportation & Haul-out     Season Commissioning 

Now in Partnership with  

Corey Birchler   Dan Birchler      
    info@precisionmarinecny.com 

Proud to Support The  

Finger Lakes Chapter of ACBS 

See Us for All Service  

On Any Make or Year Engine 

Spring Commissioning and Safety Checks! 

2398 State Route 174 
Marietta, NY   13110 
www.precisionmarinecny.com 
315-882-8545  
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Protect Your Antique Boat 

And Other Things Important to You 

Adams Insurance 

Since 1900 

We Look Forward to serving your insuring needs with 
“Service and Integrity” 

44 South Street, PO Box 460 

Auburn, NY   13021 

315-253-8461 



NICHOLS RESTORATION 

Full line of restoration services. 
Contemporary or traditional construction. 

 
Wooden boats bought and sold 

315-595-2576 (D)/ 315-595-2297 (E) 
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1321 E. Genesee St. at the Village Line.  Skaneateles. 
315-685-2700    www.wirthsautomotiveinc.com 

NUTOP SALES 
Marine Canvas & Upholstery 

Experts on New Canvas or Upholstery for 
Restored Antique and Classic Boats. 

3653 Hayes Road, 

Baldwinsville, NY  13027 

On the Erie Canal 

www.nutopsales.com      
nutopsales@gmail.com  

Custom Covers Joe Peta:  315-622-2852 

Extend Your Boating Season 
With a Custom, NuTop Canvas 

More than 100 years of combined experience. 

Other Services Include: 

Shrink-wrapping 

Winter Storage 

Floor and Carpet replacement 

Screen and clear vinyl repair 

Continued from page 4 
 
The second surprise was discovering the 
workmanship 
inside the hull 
seemed 
different than 
normal Chris-
Craft 
standards.  
People who 
have worked 
on Cobras 
seem to agree 
it must have 
been a a 
challenging 
boat to build, 
especially on a 
production 
basis.  Florion 

likes to think of Cobras as "Concept boats that made 
it to production". 
With only fifty two 18-footers and fifty six 21-foot 

Cobras produced over a nine 
month period, Florion is 
fortunate to have one of each 
and he reports that most of the 
108 Cobras built are accounted 
for today. 
   You may run into Florion at 
one of the ACBS shows in our 
area this year but he rarely has 
one of his Cobra’s with him.  
Florion has found his favorite 
part of boat shows is just getting 
together with like-minded 
people to talk about boats, 
wood boats, classic boats and 
Cobra’s in general.  And lately, 
Florion finds paddling his 
antique canoe to be one of his 
favorite past-times. 

Rob Kidd:   Taming Cobras in the Finger Lakes                      



High quality work by professional 
machinists with marine engine 
experience.  We will bring your engine 
back to original performance condition 
and offer upgrades like hardened seat 
valves for today’s gasoline.  Special show 
detailing, polished aluminum and brass, 
and rebuilding of generators, carburetors 
and transitions are also available. 

Call and ask for Bill or Jim. 

Drake Engines, Inc. 
2285 Ridgeway Ave. 
Rochester, NY  14626 
Ph:  585-723-1333     Fax:  585-723-1078 

ENGINE REMANUFACTURING 

Pictured:  A Pair of Recently Restored Liberty’s 

 

Our Mission 

To become the precision-machined product supplier of choice. 

Improve the life of our employees and enhance the community. 

We will surpass customer requirements using technology, 
training and ongoing process improvement through innovative 

team solutions. 

We are proud to help support the preservation and enjoyment of your timeless classics 

Pictured:   

22’ Lyman Inboard Runabout 

Manufactured from 1967 to 1970, with serial 
numbers from S1000-to S-1146, this boat was 

available as a hard-top or soft-top.  Twelve boats 
were produced as “I-O’s.”  Of the 147 produced, 

several are still in service today. 

Selflock Screw Products Co., Inc. 

461 E Brighton Ave 

East Syracuse, NY   13210 

315-437-3367   www.selflockscrew.com 
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 Advertising Space 
Available 

Support Antique Boating, the 
Community and Your 

Business 

            Reach Your Customers—Affordably! 
      Full Page:  $100 / issue or $300 / year (4 issues) 
      1/2 Page:      50 / issue or   180 / year  
      1/4 Page:      25 / issue or   100 / year 
      1/8 Page:      10 / issue or     40 / year  (bus. Card) 
      

Call Howard Skinner, advertising coordinator:  hskinnerj@gmail.com 
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 www.sammutwealth.com 
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	The Book of Wooden Boats Vol III	(Benjamin Mendlowitz)   
	Wooden Boats	(Michael Ruhlman)  
	Building Chris Craft; Inside the Factories  (Anthony Mollica  (FLC member!)
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