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From the President                      Jack Gifford 

Hi Folks. 

 Looking out the window at the magnificent fall 
foliage and reveling in the mild weather of early November, 
I think I’ve put away summer too soon and yet, there is so 
much on our plate for next year.  It is not too early to begin 
our planning.  We have an exciting year ahead of us. 

 First, let me officially welcome two new members  
of the FLC Board of Directors—2nd Vice President Dave 
Couch and new Board member Rick Nelson.  Dave has 
been a member of the board for several years while Rick   
is recently retired from the airline industry and is a welcome 
addition.  Sadly, Jill D’Antonio is stepping down from the 
position of Secretary and will be missed.  She will, 
however, continue as an active member of the Chapter.  
This leaves a vacancy and I would urge anyone with 
interest in the position of Secretary to contact me as soon 
as possible. 

 The Annual Dinner at the Springside Inn in Auburn 
was a great success.  Kudos to Jill D’Antonio who, once 

again, did a magnificent job in her “official” position as 
Event Planner.  Our speaker, board member Tony Mollica 
was, as always, informative and entertaining with his 
presentation on the history of the Hutchinson Boat Works in 
Alexandria Bay, NY. 

 Now that our year is drawing to a close and holiday 
preparations are well underway, our thoughts turn to next 
year and the grand undertaking of the FLC Annual Boat 
Show in July.  This will be our 20th year in Skaneateles.   
Of course, we are also the host chapter for the ACBS 
Annual Meeting and International Boat Show in September.  
I ask each of you, our members, to consider volunteering 
for both.  We need your help to successfully stage these 
events. 

I wish all of you a happy and healthy Holiday Season. 

 

-Jack Gifford,  

President,  

Finger Lakes Chapter, ACBS 

Letters... 
Brightwork loves letters.  We welcome your comments, concerns and suggestions regarding the 
newsletter, the organization or any of our events.  Letters to Brightwork may be sent to the editor:  
tom@tombeardsley.com or mailed to: 

Finger Lakes Chapter - ACBS, PO Box 1022, Skaneateles, NY  13152. 
Letters may be withheld from publication by specific request. 
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The Skaneateles Country Club will be headquarters for the 2014 ACBS Annual Mee ng and Interna onal Boat Show (see page 9) 



Jan 1—5 International Boat Show—NYC 

Jan 11—19  International Boat Show—Toronto 

Jan 19  FLC Board of Directors  2:00 pm The Creamery, Skaneateles 

Jan 20—24 ACBS Quarterly Meeting—Bahamas  (Cruise via Enchantment of the Seas) 

Feb 16  FLC Board of Directors  2:00 pm The Creamery, Skaneateles 

Mar 16 FLC Board of Directors  2:00 pm The Creamery, Skaneateles 

Mar 28  ACBS Long Range Planning Session—Tavares, FL 

Apr 27  FLC Board of Directors  2:00 pm The Creamery, Skaneateles 

June 14  Fifteenth Annual Lyman Show—NH 

July 12  Fulton Chain Rendezvous—Old Forge 

July 18  37th Annual “User” Boat Show—Alexandria Bay 

July 19—20 Wine Country Boat Show—Hammondsport (Keuka Lake) 

July 25—27 Finger Lakes Annual Boat Show—Skaneateles 

Aug 1—10 50th Annual Antique Boat Show and Auction—Clayton 

Sept 15 Opening of Events for ACBS Annual Meeting and Int’l Boat Show—Skaneateles 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 

Brightwork is the quarterly newsle er of the Finger Lakes An que and Classic Boat Society, Ltd., 
a.k.a. the Finger Lakes Chapter of the An que and Classic Boat Society, Inc., and is published for the 
benefit of Finger Lakes Chapter members.  Publica on dates are March 1, June 1, September 1 and 
December 1.  Ques ons, submission of ar cles or story ideas for publica on, le ers to the editor, 
noncommercial adver sing, etc., are welcomed and should be sent to: Brightwork Editor, FLC –ACBS, 
PO  Box 1022, Skaneateles, NY  13152.  Email:  Tom Beardsley; tom@tombeardsley.com, 315‐263‐
8906. 

Commercial adver sing copy and ques ons should be sent to Bob Myllymaki, 7783 Gloria Dr., Bald-
winsville, NY 13027 or anteekbotr@aol.com, 315‐635‐3634.  The Finger Lakes Chapter general 
mailing address is also at:  PO Box 1022, Skaneateles, NY  13152. 

The Chapter’s employer iden fica on number (EIN) is 3452140. 
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“Summer Dreaming on a Winter’s Day.”     
Photo credit: Anne Sherwood 
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Immediate Past President 

Janice Miller  2008 ‐ 2010….……………....………..…………….….315‐496‐2924 
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Rob Kidd 2005  ‐ 2007 

Jack Miller 2003 – 2005                                       Roger Townsend  1998 ‐ 2003 

Scott Beuhler  1998                                             Arnie Rubenstein  1996 – 1997 
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Chapter website:   www.flc‐acbs.org 

Welcome Aboard! 

Chapter Membership:    171   

Barb Carmen continues her recovery from some health 
challenges.   Barb is a FLC Director and currently manages 
the Ship’s Store.  She and her husband Tom remain in our 
thoughts.   
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Rob Kidd                         Spotlight On Members 

  “Wilma C” 

In the Spring of 1983, Ed Ritter was out driving in search of 
a summer rental cottage along the shore of Lake Ontario. 
One of the side roads he took that day led him to the 
discovery of our subject boat. 

At the end of the road, Ed noticed the bow of a large 
wooden boat peeking out from underneath a large tarp and 
he wondered what it might be.  He knocked on the door of 
the house and met an elderly couple who told him 
the boat, a 1928 29’ Hacker-Craft, belonged to 
their son.  They explained it had been used 
as a workboat at an Oneida Lake Marina.  
Their son worked there when he was 
young and when the marina closed its 
doors, he took the boat home under 
cover of darkness on a makeshift trailer.  What was to be a 
father-son project was now a neglected hulk the couple 
was anxious to have moved.   

Ed met with the couple’s son one week later and a price 
was agreed upon.  The next four weeks were spent jacking 
the boat up and building a proper cradle for safe transport 
to Ed’s home where it would remain in storage for another 
nine years. 

After retiring in 1986, Ed now had time to work on the boat.  
A few years later, he enlisted the help of 

his good friend “Mo” Sherril.  In 
1993, with Mo’s expert help, Ed 

spent about four years 
completely dissembling and 
reconstructing the hull—
replacing about 80% of the 

wood.  The job required over 500 
board feet of mahogany and more 

than 7,000 screws.  During restoration, Ed insisted the boat 
go back together exactly the way the factory had built it.  If 
two boards abutted at a certain location, then the new 
planks would go the same way.  The care taken in the 
reconstruction of the hull shows today in the boat’s 
beautiful fair lines and smooth planking. 

The restoration of the of the 1,920 pound Sterling-Petrel 
engine began with a trip to Drake Engines in Rochester, 
NY.  The teardown and inspection revealed that most of the 
internal components were still within specification and could 
be re-used.  Only the crankshaft and wristpins needed 

attention. 

Once Drake’s had the short block reassembled, it was 
returned to Ed for final assembly.  Displacing 680 cubic 
inches and producing 150 horsepower, this engine idles at 
300 rpm.  At 2300 rpm, it turns a 17x24 prop and pushes 
the boat up to the factory claimed speed of 42 miles an 
hour. 

Ed is often asked 
about the absence of 

step pads on the 
covering boards.  The 

answer is it never had them.  
Instead, the factory provided a 

step mounted to specially 
reinforced ceiling boards in the forward cockpit just aft of 
the front seat. 

The boat’s name of Wilma C has an interesting story 
behind it.  Ed’s sister Evelyn had a good friend named 
Wilma Cort.  She and Ed corresponded while he was 
stationed in the SW Pacific as a Navy Seabee in WWII.  Ed 
explains that mail was sometimes slow to catch up as 
servicemen were moved about.   

In 1946, Ed returned home and began dating Wilma.  One 
of the last letters she wrote finally caught up to him two 
months after his return. Late that year, 10 months after 
returning from war, he and Wilma were married.  Three 
years later, cancer claimed Wilma’s life. 

All these years later, out of continued fondness for Wilma, 
Ed decided to name his newly completed boat for her.  He 
took one of the last letters she wrote to him during the war 
and had a professional sign painter enlarge her signature to 
fit the transom. 
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Dave Couch                       Restorer’s Corner 

Keeping It Clean 

I had just removed the last floor board from a customer’s 
Chris-Craft and, armed 
with my cleaning 
supplies, I chuckled to 
myself, “I wonder what 
treasures I will find in 
here?”  I started on my 
search, poking through 
years of layers of oil and 
sludge.  The boat had 

been in storage for the past ten years and was in 
amazingly good condition.  Bottom planks were tight with 
no rot.  The varnished decks and hull sides were in good 
shape with no water damage.  The seats needed 
recovering, but otherwise it appeared this job would be a 
straightforward preservation. 

My first step in any project is to clean.  In checking the 
integrity of a boat you have to start by removing the floor 
boards.  Then, you can thoroughly clean and de-grease the 
bilge.  The condition here will tell you a lot about the 
maintenance of the boat. 

I make it a practice every spring and fall to completely 
clean the bilges on my own Lyman and Chris-Craft.  This 
gives me a chance to inspect for damage to the planks, 
frames and mechanics of the boat. 

I start with de-greasing, using “Simple Green” slightly 
diluted, as well as “Purple 
Power.”  After spraying 
inside the boat along the 
bottom and the frames, I 
let is soak for awhile.  
Then, I use a plastic 
scraper and an assortment 
of nylon brushes to remove 
the build-up in the bilge.  
The brush assortment allows me to scrub the larger spots 
and still get into all the corners, nooks and crannies of the 
frames.  It is important to check all the limber holes, too, 
making sure they are clear of any build-up.  Oil attracts 
dust and dirt, accumulating on the sides of frames, under 
the engine and everywhere you can think of.  It helps when 
an engine pan is installed to collect oils that leak or spill 
during operation and maintenance.  After scrubbing the 

bilge, I rinse it well with water and then vacuum clean.   

Cleaning the bilge pump screen is just as important, of 
course.  A gunked up pump causes headaches far beyond 
a dirty bilge. 

The treasure I wondered about in this particular project 
netted 89 cents.  No need for that Cayman Islands account 
this time and I returned the 89 cents to the customer. 

It took about five 
hours to clean the 
inside of this boat 
and the project 
allowed me access 
to be able to check 
the button screws.  I 
put a socket wrench 
on the brass chine, 
frame and keel 
bolts.  I finished by adding a drop of “Loctite” on the bolt 
threads, just to be sure. 

Once everything was clean, snug and put back together, 
but before storing for the winter, I inventoried and packed 
the life jackets, cushions and lines which can both hold 
moisture and provide nesting material for critters. 

When I worked at Mid Lakes Navigation, my first 
assignment was cleaning the bilge of the City of Syracuse.  
It was the late ‘80’s, and this 1931 65-foot dinner cruise 
boat (made of long-leaf yellow pine) had just been acquired 
by the company.  Skipper (Peter Wiles, Sr.) sent two of us 
into this cavernous space armed with buckets, scrapers 
and brushes.  We crawled from stem to stern filling dozens 
of buckets with sludge and silt which accumulated over 
years.  Then we crawled out, covered head-to-toe in dirt 
and grime.  Skipper nodded his approval, “It’s an awful job, 
but is one of the most important things to do on a vessel.  
Good work.” 

What he said couldn’t be more true.  We all want our boats 
to look beautiful on the outside, but it’s easy to forget 
what’s under the floorboards.  Keeping it clean keeps us 
informed of problems and trends, saving a lot of money in 
future repairs. 

 

Happy Holidays. 
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 This is an important year for our organization, community and friends. 
Dicken’s Christmas in Skaneateles is celebrating 20 years 

And 
The FLC Boat Show in July is celebrating 20 years in Skaneateles, too. 

 

Not to be outdone, the Finger Lakes Chapter is hosting the  
ACBS International Annual Meeting and Boat Show in September 

(see update on page 9). 
Remember, we will need all hands on deck during this busy summer.  

Mark your calendars now and stay in touch. 
There’s a lot to do and all members are encouraged to pitch in. 

A Dickens of A Christmas–20 Years in Skaneateles 
The stories of Charles Dickens may conjure images of narrow 
London streets with sounds of hooves on cobblestone.  Gas lamps 
and top hats, heavy coasts and shawls complete the scene.  
Classics like A Tale of Two Cities, David 
Copperfield, Oliver Twist and of course, A 
Christmas Carol all hold a place in our 
imagination of 19th century England.  But, if 
you’re from the eastern Finger Lakes, you 
might think of 21st century Skaneateles, too. 

It is not unlikely that Charles Dickens came 
through upstate New York in 1842.  One year 
prior to the noted author’s publication of a 
novella, A Christmas Carol, he traveled to the 
United States, visiting New York, Boston, 
Niagara Falls, Cincinnati and Montreal, and 
other cities in the Northeast. 

Travel in the 1840’s wasn’t easy and while 
much of his trip was apparently by rail, a  
way-stop along a turnpike in a town such as Skaneateles is really 
not that far-fetched. 

For the past 20 years, Skaneateles has captured that remote 
possibility in its annual street-theater through the holiday season.  
Today, a cast of more than 70 performers and actors roam the 
village streets from Thanksgiving weekend to Christmas Eve 
(this year, the performances end on Sunday, December 22, with a 
quick, 3-hour encore on Christmas Eve from noon until 3pm). 

The premise of the story, loosely told during the weeks, is 
Dickens’ research for the novella.  On the streets of a Finger 
Lakes town during his way-stop (in what really appears to the 

visitor as a sort of dream-like experience) characters ranging 
from Scrooge, Tiny Tim, the ghosts of Christmas Past and 
Present to President William Harrison and former New York 

Governor DeWitt Clinton (a ghost in his own 
right, having died 14 years prior to this 1842 
time-frame). 

Undaunted by a serious allegiance to fact or 
timeline, this fun celebration in Skaneateles 
is now credited with drawing more than 
20,000 visitors to the community each year 
and has become a tradition in itself with 
magic acts, music, sleigh or wagon rides and 
horse-drawn carriages. 

The event even has its own beer, brewed by 
Empire Brewing (Syracuse) and labeled, 
“Dickens’ Christmas Ale.” 

Skaneateles is also been home to the Finger 
Lakes Chapter Antique and Classic Boat 

Show in July, coincidentally celebrating its 20th anniversary in 
this community in 2014. 
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20 Years of Skaneateles Boat Shows in 2014 



Boating Museum Is Welcomed in Hammondsport; No Longer Homeless 

Space Donated by Mercury Aircraft to Become Permanent Home 

It’s been an interesting year for the Finger Lakes Boating 
Museum.  Early in 2013, agreements collapsed with the City of 
Geneva on a new building which would have held an information 
center for the city and the independent museum.  This dashed 
plans for the development of a site at the foot of Seneca Lake 
along the US-20 thoroughfare. 

Storage of the museum’s collection became a serious issue and in 
early summer volunteers moved hundreds of boats from Geneva 
to generously offered space in Hammondsport.  

In October, the owners of the Hammondsport property, Mercury 
Aircraft, donated 14 acres and a complex of buildings 
to the organization for the development of a physical 
museum.  The property includes the former 
headquarters of the Taylor Wine Company (Old 
Western Winery) along Pleasant Valley Road just 
south of the village. 

FLBM President Ed Wightman says talks are 
underway with the Town of Urbana for permits to 
allow using the property as a museum and to 
include some lakefront presence at Champlin Beach.  

The Finger Lakes Boating Museum, a 501(c)3 
corporation, was chartered by the NYS Education 
Department in 1997.  Their mission includes 

education, restoration and preservation.  FLBM has over 100 
boats currently in collection with many more artifacts and related 
items.   www.flbm.org 

Mercury Aircraft had acquired the former Taylor Wine property 
several years ago, but had only used buildings for some storage.  
Mercury Aircraft is a global contract manufacturer headquartered 
in Hammondsport.  They are involved in a wide-range of 
industries.  Founded in 1920, the company claims roots from the 
very early days of aviation.  www.mercurycorp.com   

 

Museum location in highlighted area.  Hammondsport, at the foot of Keuka Lake, is 

in the upper right. 

Brightwork Earns Honor From ACBS International at Coeur d’Alene 

Each year, at the ACBS Annual Meeting and International Boat Show, the Society honors efforts not only reflected in 
the work on Antique boats by members, but on the accomplishments of the chapters themselves.  This year’s awards at 
the Coeur d’Alene, Idaho meeting included: 

Chapter of the Year ................... Blue Ridge Chapter 

Mary Herwig Award .................. Edith Wright, Okanagan Chapter 

ACBS President’s Cup ................ Bob McMahan, Dixieland & Jeff Stebbens, Bob Speltz 

ACBS Founders Award ............... Gail Turner, Blue Ridge Chapter 

Publica on Awards 

       Large Membership............... Toronto's CLASSICBOAT ‐ editor Kathy Rhodes 

       Mid‐Size Membership.......... Finger Lakes' BRIGHTWORK ‐ editor Tom Beardsley 

       Small Membership............... Philadelphia's THE NAUTICAL MILE ‐ editor Brian Gagnon 

Website Awards 

       Bob Speltz Land O'Lakes Chapter, www.acbs‐bslol.com, webmaster Mark Nelson 

       Northern California/Lake Tahoe Chapter, www.acbs‐tahoe.org, webmaster Lee Chase 

Rover Award............................. John Thompson, Heartland Classics Chapter 

Hagerty Safety Award................ David Williams, North Coast Ohio's Chapter 

 

Editor’s note:   Brightwork is honored with the newsletter award and wishes to thank contributors, advertisers, previous 
editors and all others who have made this possible. 

7 

http://www.acbs-bslol.com�
http://www.acbs-tahoe.org�


Last Ride of the Season       

Blythe Jakubowski               A Teen’s Take On Boats    

Taking out the boats in October has 
always marked the real end of summer for 
me.  No more late night ice cream runs or 
early morning water skiing with no one else 
on the lake, no more wearing “Under-
Armor” from head to toe to protect from the 
rubber burns I got while tubing.  Yes, that’s 
all, no more summer. 

Ever since I can remember, I was the last 
one in the boat.  My dad and I would drive 
the boat to the town launch, while my mom 
drove the truck and boat trailer to meet us 
there.  The worst feeling was watching the 
town come in to sight  and seeing the 

counless docks looking lonely and sad, 
knowing that there was only a good three 
minutes left of my metaphorical summer. 

There has always been something so 
special about the last boat ride of the 
season.  Bitter wind and shaking hands 
trying to tie off the last dock line are so 
unlike the warm breeze and sunscreen 
soaked hands.  Flannel sweatshirts instead 
of bathing suit tops, blankets instead of 
towels, winter gloves instead of water-
skiing gloves. 

The last ride of the season is always a little 
nostalgic, a little quiet and always special. 
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39th ACBS Annual Meeting and International Boat Show 

An Update From the FLC Planning Committee 
The Finger Lakes Chapter, host for next year’s ACBS Annual 
Meeting and International Boat Show in September, continues 
preparing for this important event. 

Jay Brooks, the artist behind the FLC 2013 
summer boat show poster, is producing an 
original oil for the September meeting.  The 
finished poster will help promote the event 
throughout the country and in the Rudder 
Magazine. 

A preview of the art Jay is producing is seen 
here. 

Those planning to participate in activities preceding the main 
events in Skaneateles, should plan to gather in the Old Forge / 
Big Moose Lake area of New York State’s 
Adirondack Park on Sunday, Sept. 14, 2014.  
For lodging options go to www.acbs.org and 
click on “Activities,” followed by a click on 
“Annual Meeting.”  Overnight Adirondack 
stays should include just Sunday and 
Monday, departing on Tuesday, Sept. 16th.  
Provisions have been made for secure 
overnight parking of boats on trailers in Old 
Forge.   

Monday, Sept. 15th, will be spent tracking 
the route of a real murder mystery of the 
early 20th century.  On Tuesday, breakfast 
at a ski lodge will be followed by a ride up 
the ski lift through the fall colors of the 

mountains.  At the top, there is a great view of the Fulton Chain 
of Lakes which we’ll cruise that afternoon (using your own 
boats).  If you need a ride, we’re sure we can arrange it. 

After the round-trip run on the Fulton Chain, participants will 
reload their boats and head for the Skaneateles Country Club.  
There, arrangements will be in place for secure overnight parking 
of boats with launching set for Wednesday, Sept. 17th.  Rooms 
have been blocked at Skaneateles area hotels and are listed on the 
ACBS website.  Overnight stays should include Wednesday 
through Saturday night with a Sunday (Sept. 21st) departure.   

Pre-events will continue on Wednesday, Sept. 17th, with historic 
bus tours of the Women’s Rights Museum in Seneca Falls, the 
William Seward and Harriet Tubman houses in Auburn.  This 
will be followed by lunch at the Aurora Inn along the shores of 
Cayuga Lake.  A stop at the MacKenzie-Childs showroom in 
Union Springs will be on the tour.  Pre-event activities will wrap 
up with a Welcoming Reception hosted by the Finger Lakes 
Chapter at the Skaneateles Country Club over-looking 
Skaneateles Lake. 

Main Events:  The ACBS Chapter Roundtable followed by the 
Society’s Annual Membership Meeting will get underway at the 
Country Club on Thursday, September 18th.  For those not drawn 
to these meetings, there will be an excursion by bus to the Erie 
Canal for a luncheon cruise aboard the Emita II, a Mid Lakes 
Navigation Company tour boat.  Participants will return to the 
Country Club in time to meet up with meeting attendees.  An 
Evening at the Erie Canal Museum in Syracuse with dinner and 
tours of the only remaining Erie Canal Weighlock Building will 
take place that evening. Round-trip bus service will be provided. 

Also from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm on Thursday and Friday, a bus 
will shuttle between the Country Club and Steve Shehadi’s 

remarkable collection of beautifully 
restored outboard motors and other 
nautical items, at this home across 
the lake.  There will be no charge 
for these visits, but they will be 
limited to registered exhibitors and 
their guests.  

The ACBS International Boat Show 
will get underway on Friday, Sept. 
19th, for a two day run with judging 
on Friday followed by boat show 
awards on Saturday evening.  
Seminars, symposiums  

(continued on page 13) 

Jay Brooks 

Skaneateles Lake– Art by Jay Brooks for the 2014 ACBS meeting 

The “Fulton Chain” 
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By Doug Vittum 
Primary Chapter:  Wine Country Classic Boats  (WCCB) 
Photos by Doug Vittum 
 

Author’s note:  I first learned of When and If through an article 
authored by Shannon Hazlitt in the September 2013 issue of 
Mountain Home  magazine. Hazlitt’s father, Doug (Hazlitt 1852 
Vineyards, Seneca Lake) had bought the boat 
about a year earlier.  And, this wasn't just any 
schooner.  The name alone spurred my interest, 
but the real kicker was learning the original owner 
was none other than General George S. Patton. 
This story talks about the restoration at Cayuga 
Wooden Boat Works as related to the joint Wine 
Country Classic Boat / Finger Lakes Chapter fall 
workshop in Union Springs, November 2, 2013. 

 

“When and if I return from this war, we’ll sail this boat around 
the world,”  said George Patton to his wife, Bea. 

     It never happened.  The general died in Europe a few days 

after sustaining injuries in a car crash on December 9, 1945.  
The war had been over since May and the general, just finishing 
his tour, was scheduled to return home on December 10. 

The promise he made to Bea was to sail a John Alden designed 
boat they had custom built at a yard in Maine.  And the boat was 
named, of course, When and If.   

      Patton was an avid sailor.  It was his 
escape.  Born into a military family in 1885 at 
San Gabriel, CA, Patton was a West Point 
graduate and saw his first action in an 
expedition into Mexico in 1915 to root out 
Pancho Villa with one of the first mechanized 
infantries of the United States. 

     Patton saw action in nearly every conflict 
after that through World War II.  Between the wars, he sailed 
with Bea to Hawaii in his 1930 John Alden 390 series, Arcturus 
(Harvey Garnage, South Bristol, Maine – builders).   In 1939, 
wishing for a larger boat he and Bea could sail around the world, 
plans were made for the yacht which became “When and 

Neighboring chapter Wine Country Classic Boats opened their November Fall 
Workshop to FLC members.  This annual off-water and late season event was 
held at John Ford’s restoration shop in Union Springs.  The workshop is 
designed to provide some points for the practical side of winter work as well 
as a chance to get together before the snow flies. 
This workshop centered on hull restoration and rebuilding with a program by 
Niagara Frontier chapter member Tom Greunauer of Depew, NY. 
Tom’s presentation discussed the right way to duplicate original factory 
locations of butt-blocks on the bottom planking and how to install a “half-rib,” 
also known as a “floating-rib,” with the correct location between the main 
frames.  Prepared with his own tools, tables, and related “training aids” Tom 
provided a clear process for the self-restorer, helping to ease concerns of what 
might have seemed a daunting process.   
The keynote speaker of the workshop was Dennis Montgomery of Cayuga 
Wooden Boats on the restoration of When and If, the custom-built schooner for 
General George S. Patton.   
See article by Doug Vittum below. 

Fall Workshop:  Wine Coun
Joint Chapter Workshop on Restoration Techniques for Bott

Tom Greunauer demonstrating a 

technique for locating butt blocks  

“When and If I Return…  We’ll Sail Around the World” 



If” (F.F. Pendleton, Wiscasset, Maine).  The keel was laid in 
1939 and the boat was completed in a little over 2 years – just in 
time for Patton to sail it once before being deployed to Europe.  
(This was Alden design #669, 47 feet at the waterline, but 80 feet 
overall.  The decks run over 63 feet and the boat carries a 15 foot 
beam.)   

     The schooner remained in the Patton family until 1972 at 
which time it was donated to the Landmark School in 
Manchester, Mass.  In November 1990, however, a gale ripped 
When and If from its moorings, dashing her into the rocks and 
causing extensive damage to the port side. 

     The insurance company totaled When and If.  Its future was in 
doubt, but an ambitious new owner recognized the beauty and 
history of this vessel and undertook a two and a half year 
restoration to bring it back to life.  This owner enjoyed the 
schooner until 2007 when he sold it. 

      Its fourth owner used the 
boat (including having 
charters on it managed 
through a Maine company) 
until 2010 when it was again 
placed on the market.   Doug 
Hazlitt (Hazlitt 1852 
Vineyards, Seneca Lake) saw 
an on-line ad and after two 
years of negotiations and 
trials, acquired the boat and 

brought it to Beacon Bay Marina at the north end of Cayuga Lake 
in late 2012.  At 43 tons and with a draft of 9 ½ feet, this is 
largest boat yet handled at Beacon Bay. 

 The boat was in need of work.  Dennis Montgomery, of 
Cayuga Wooden Boats Works started right in.  Winter was 
coming on, it was late fall.  The boat was hauled and placed in a 
temporary building specifically built for the project.  Dennis 
figured the outside work on the boat would take about one year.  
And, one year later on November 2, 2013, When and If motored 
west on the Cayuga-Seneca canal to Seneca Lake and south to 
Watkins Glen for in-water storage and further work on the 
interior under the guidance of master cabinet maker Cody Cook. 

      The Cayuga Wooden Boat Works crew had finished 

extensive structural and cosmetic work.  Years of tension on the 
rear stay which runs from the eighty foot main mast to the 
transom, had pulled the shape of the transom some eight inches 
up from original. This was a major element of the year long work 
in Cayuga. 

     Montgomery and his boatyard had developed a relationship 
with Alden Designs during the rebuilding of another project, 
Malabar X,  and 
was able to 
acquire the table 
of off-set 
drawings for 
When and If. 
This allowed the 
restoration to be 
100 percent 
accurate. 

      At the John 
Ford workshop, 
the audience was 
spellbound by 
Montgomery’s story of the renovation.  Montgomery said 
suspicions of further damage to some of the frames were 
confirmed as the explored deeper into vessel.  His presentation 
included pictures of the extent of deterioration found when 
planking and decking was removed. 

     Montgomery explained the “Horn Timber” (the main framing 
of the transom) had been deformed over the years of strain.  The 
wood is Angelique,  so particularly hard and dense that it doesn’t 
even float.  Angelique is found in only two places in the world.  

Before and after 
pictures of the 
laminated transom 
frame attest to the 
skill of the 
craftsmen and 
scope of the 
project. Double 
planked sides of 
cedar over 

ntry, FLC and Real History 
tom Work—and The Story of A Classic in Yacht History 

Sept 2013 in the lift at Cayuga 

Rebuilt transom 

Deck Planking project  

(continued on page 14) 
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10 Questions...    
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The University of Colorado offered you a full football 
scholarship after high school.  How did that come about?  What 
did you study?   
I asked my high school football coach if it 
was true that one could go on to play 
football in college.  Some weeks later he 
returned from a coach’s conference and 
handed me a piece of paper with a name 
and number on it.  I called and got the 
offer.  As far as studies were concerned, I 
started out in pre-med but switched to 
business.  Football did not allow us to take 
classes between noon and 7pm as that time was reserved for 
practice.  As a result, I ended up taking an insurance class.  It was 
a no-brainer.  I had already absorbed so much at the dinner table 
listening to my dad and grandfather talk about insurance, that it 
was a natural fit.  Adams Insurance is now a fourth generation 
business.  
 
You also did a stint as a professional water skier?  
Yes, I was with Marine Land in San Francisco for a brief time.  
The reality is, all my fellow water skiers were getting injured on a 
regular basis.  I was no exception.  I hit the leading edge of a 
jump platform too soon.  It made for a short career. 
 
Then you came back East?  
I returned to the family home in the Adirondack Mountains and 
worked construction until an insurer asked me to join them in 
Yonkers, NY. 
 
On any given day, when most of us are winding down our 9-5 
jobs, you are just getting started with round two of your day. 
For the past 20 years, I have volunteered as an EMT for the Big 
Moose Ambulance Company when I am in the Adirondacks and 

with SAVES (Skaneateles Volunteer 
Ambulance) when I’m in Skaneateles. In the 
winter, I am part of the ski patrol at Song 
Mountain and assistant regional director for 
Central New York ski patrol.  I also am a 
responding member of the Adirondack 
Search & Rescue team searching for lost 

people.  Looking back on it, I think 
this has been a way to blend athletics 
with my original interest in 
medicine.  
 
Speaking of Song Mountain, you 
did a mud run with your daughter 
there this past July.  How did that go?  
We finished as the first father-daughter team.  Sharon, my 
daughter, finished a few 
minutes before I did.  
We agreed to walk 
uphill, run the flats and 
run downhill.  The 
strategy worked well as 
we kept passing people 
that had passed us 
going uphill.  We 
gained a lot of time on 
everyone.  We also had 
a good feel for the 
course layout so we 
knew what to expect.  
Pacing ourselves was 
everything. 
 
Will you be doing the 
race again next year? 
Sure!  It was fun!  We 
finished in the top 
15%.  As a bonus, we all got to stand in front of the snow guns 
that were shooting out cold water.  It was a great finish to a hot 
and muddy race.  I also got to put on my EMT hat for a bit and 
help three injured runners. 
 
What is one of your favorite boating memories? 
My father coveted a Thompson runabout as a teen.  He eventually 
bought it and put it in storage in Union Springs.  Thirty years later 
it ended up in my basement.  Five years after that, I had it totally 
restored, right down to its original 1950's Evinrude outboard 
motor.  We took it up to our lake in the Adirondacks, launched it 

Brightwork recently caught up with ACBS board member and FLC member, Doug Adams to find out how  

volunteering, waterskiing and a little mud make for a perfect day. 

Doug Adams 



and demonstrations will be held in a tent on the grounds and the 
Ship’s Store will be open.  Vintage “Woodie” vehicles and 
selected vendors will participate, both aimed at creating a more 

festive event.  Visitors will be moved by shuttle bus from parking 
areas west of the Country Club to the boat show venue and 
return.  For the convenience and enjoyment of everyone, the 
Country Club will have open-air food concessions in operation 
on Friday and Saturday.  There will be a $5 admission fee for 
adults which will be good for the day. 

The week’s activities will wrap up on Saturday evening with an 
Awards Banquet in the Country Club.  Up to 400 people are 
expected to attend. 

Construction for the Country Club’s dock expansion program is 
also underway.  Barring unforeseen delays, installation will occur 
next spring. 

More details, costs and registration forms will appear in future 
issues of Brightwork and /or the ACBS Rudder.  And as before, 
many helping hands will be needed to make the above happen 
smoothly.  Stay tuned! 

Updates from the FLC Planning Committee for 2014  

(continued from page 9) 

Skaneateles Country Club main entrance 

by the light of a full moon and tied it to my father’s dock so he 
would see it first thing in the morning.  It was a nice surprise. 
Since then it has been in the Finger Lakes Chapter’s Boat Show 
and recently, it was pictured in Rudder magazine. 
 
As a key player in planning the 2014 International Boat Show 
to be hosted in Skaneateles, you and your team have some 
unique challenges in front of you.  How are you handling 
them? 
The challenge seems to be two fold.  First, this show has 
typically been held in a resort setting but our boat show will be 
different.  We are not only going to give participants a slice of 
boating life in Central New York, but we are also introducing 
them to aspects that are unique to the region.  Our goal is to 
have people coming away saying, “Wow, I didn’t know CNY 
had so much to offer.”   Secondly, and not surprisingly, it’s about 
recruiting all the people needed to make this a successful event.  
Whether they are participants, vendors or volunteers, we need 
everybody!  
We have our work cut out for us but early indications are, we are 
already creating quite a buzz.  Everyone we talk to is amazed and 
enthused about the event!  And, as always, it’s the volunteers 
who make the difference between a good show and a great show.  
If anyone wants to be a part of this event, don’t be shy!  Sign up! 
 
How do we sign up?    
To participate, fill out forms in the spring issue of Rudder 

Magazine.  Lodging information is already on the ACBS website 
both for the Adirondacks and Skaneateles, NY.  To be a 
volunteer, call Janice Miller ( 315-382-2924 or 
jmillerarch@gmail.com) or Jack Gifford (315-382-2831 or 
jmgiff@verizon.net). 
 
Last but not least, what is a perfect day for you?   
My perfect day would include Tai Chi in the morning, freshly 
brewed tea, chores around the camp, sitting on the dock, reading 

the current 
800 page 
book about 
history, a 
college 
football 
game on the 
tv, and 
maybe a boat 
ride, if I can 
fit it in. 
Unless, of 

course, I get an ambulance call. Then, it is about helping 
someone get to a higher level of care.  Life is fun and being in 
motion is everything. I love meeting new people and listening to 
their stories.  My grandmother always said, “Walk with kings and 
keep the common touch". I think about that every day. Thanks 
for asking! 
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mahogany give added weight and strength to this boat, making it 
capable of world-wide cruising. 

    Montgomery held the attention of the workshop attendees in 
describing the exotic woods and unusual construction of this 
schooner, but really challenged the small-craft group’s perception 

of scale when 
he described 
the all new 1-
3/4” thick 
teak decking 
which was 
fitted into 
place. The 
mere thought 
of $50,000 for 
the wood 
alone made 

jaws drop. Now, add the labor costs to install the deck and the 
special crew to be brought in to do the traditional caulking with 
cotton.  Montgomery described, with photos, the method of 
installation where new teak decking “nibbles” into the king-
plank, showing the skill and craftsmanship of his team. 

      As the main part of the project continued, other parts of the 
vessel were checked for condition and safety. An inspection of 
the steering gear assembly revealed metal fatigue and damage. 
Montgomery found the original manufacturer, Edson, established 

in 1859, still in business today in New Bedford and new or 
rebuilt parts were ordered. 

     Final cabinet work on the interior and all the external fitting 
will be done in Watkins Glen.  The boat should be sailing in the 
spring, after both masts are stepped, a ton of stainless steel 
anchor chain is laid in, deck hardware and rigging are complete.   

       Doug Hazlitt hopes to charter the vessel for cruises in the 
Northeast (Atlantic) and possibly even the Mediterranean. His 
dreams are like General Patton's, to possibly sail around the 
world. As his 
daughter 
Shannon says in 
her article, this 
would be a 
tremendous 
learning 
experience for 
his family, 
especially his 
two youngest 
children ages 
13 and 14. And 
to sail the world using traditional methods would fulfill General 
George S. Patton's original dream for the boat. 

    It's just a matter of When and If, for he now has the ultimate 
ocean cruising schooner to complete this daunting task. 

The Restoration of When and If at Cayuga Wooden Boat Works 
(continued from page 11) 

 

Protect Your Antique Boat 

And Other Things Important to You 

Adams Insurance 
Since 1900 

We Look Forward to serving your insuring needs with 

“Service and Integrity” 

44 South Street, PO Box 460 

Auburn, NY   13021 

315-253-8461 

33 E. Genesee St. (M&T Bank) 

Skaneateles, NY  13152 

315-685-8929 

Cabin trunks are raised to make room for deck 

planking work 

Winter’s berth, Watkins Glen 
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The Dock Market 

For Sale:  Dura Craft Aluminum utility.  All aluminum, not 
sure of year.  Too good to scrap.  Water ready, but could use 
TLC.  40 hp Sea Horse runs well.  $ 500.00 for motor boat and 
trailer.  Ed  315-451-3593  (Cross Lake area)            NEW  1213 
 
For Sale:  185 HP Chris-Craft engine.   Completely rebuilt.  
New rings, bearings, cam, lifters and carb.  283 cu-in.  (Chevy 
Block)     
Mick Griffin, 716-662-1949 or MickG16@aol.com     REV 1213 
 
For Sale:  1940’s 36’ Chris-Craft Sedan Cruiser for parts. 
2 M-series engines, assorted hardware.  More.   Make offer on 
any or all.   Jay Dusky jaydusky01@yahoo.com   NEW AD 0913 
 

For Sale:  1957 Gray Marine Engine  “Fireball Six 150” (109 
hp) with original instruction manual.  Completely rebuilt in 2011 
— have invoice for $3738.  Includes correct paint to finish.  
Asking $3500.  Dave Birnbaum, 315-848-3616 or 
drbirnbaum48@gmail.com  (Cranberry Lake, NY)     NEW  0913 
 
For Sale:  1947 Chris Craft Deluxe Runabout, 17', 95hp, 
professionally restored, PERFECT,  copy CC boat owners' 
manual.  2003 replica Hacker, 18', 263hp, double cockpit, a 
prize.  Both with cover, trailer, stored inside and little used.  Call 
for full details/photos.  Moving.  315-246-0044           NEW  0613 

 
For Sale:   Many outboard boats – Penn Yan, Arkansas 
Traveler, Yellow Jacket, Texas Maid, MFG, etc.  Also, many 
off-brand motors such as Scott-Atwater, Champion, Muncie, 
McCulloch, Oliver, West Bend, etc.   
Dick Curvin.  315-729-4666 (cell).   (Moravia, NY)   NEW 0613 

 
For Sale:  1904 18ft+ Fay & Bowen [style] launch with 1909 
Paulson motor #21.  Original canopy with brass hardware.  Full 
restoration in 1995.  Excellent trailer included.  Boat and motor 
were in water and running then.  Multiple ACBS show winner.   
E-mail for photos and info to steve@shehadirug.com $14,500. 
OBO.  Delivery available up to 100 miles@ $2.00/mile.  Steve 
Shehadi (Skaneateles, N Y)                                        REV   0613 

 

 
For Sale:  1949 22-ft. Chris-Craft U-22 utility.  Rebuilt 130M; 
new epoxy bottom 2004; re-chromed hardware 2004; new blue 
upholstery 2006; waterline cover and excellent tandem axle 
trailer.  Used every year 3-4 times each summer.  Northern 
Michigan boat located in California, can deliver anywhere for 
expenses.  $32,500.  Arnie Schweer, 559-816-8461. 
 
For Sale:  Rare 1927 20-ft. Gesswein Sportabout (hull #7) with 
original 6 cyl. Van Blerck engine.  Twin cockpit with unusual 
facing rear seats.  Brass hardware & leather upholstery.  Boat & 
engine fully restored; both in excellent condition.  Custom trailer.  
Asking $35,000.  Sue Giovannetti, 315-947-5532 or 
sueag@hotmail.com  
 
For Sale:  1996 12-ft. Victory Swift.  Reproduction of old Penn 
Yan Swift; only 12 made.  Cedar and laminate.  25 HP Mercury 
Outboard, trailer and boat hoist included.  Asking $11,000. OBO.  
Bill Eberhardt, 315-217-8111 or admin@thesherwoodinn.com  
(Skaneateles, NY) 
 

Submit new ads, corrections or deletions to Dick Sherwood at 
flcboats@aol.com  
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NO TRIP TO 

SKANEATELES 

IS COMPLETE 

WITHOUT A VISIT TO 

DOUG’S FISH FRY 
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  The Dock Experts in The Eastern Finger Lakes Power or Sail 
 Complete Winterization 
 Shrinkwrap 
 Storage (Inside / Outside) 
 Pick up at your dock /mooring, 

return in spring, ready for the 
summer. 

Dock Sales & Service  
 

Original & Seasonal 
Installation and Removal   

Full Ship’s Store 
Paint  Hardware  Supplies   Water Toys   Line   

Anchors   Moorings   Safety Items   
Foul Weather Gear   Sailing Gloves   Rigging 

Gifts and Gift Certificates 

Moorings and Dive Service 
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Renewal Time - Online or By Phone  www.acbs.org / 315-686-2628 
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