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Brightwork bows to Spring. 
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Letters…      

Welcome Aboard!  Chapter Membership:  172 
New Members 

Bill Brauninger, Sag Harbor, NY 
Josh & Patti Bryant III, Harveys Lake, PA 
Robert & Janell Dancause, Gorham, NY 
Thomas Davis, Binghamton, NY 
Chris & Laurie Lytle, Seneca Falls, NY 
William Mack, Fairport, NY 
Aaron Mills, Rochester, NY 
Dan Reed, Memphis, NY 
Randy & Deborah Soper, Seneca Falls, NY 
Mark & Marianne Stephan, Lyons, NY 
Rodney & Dorothy Taylor, Rochester, NY 
Mack & Carol Travis, Interlaken, NY 
Alex & Ann Webster, Canandaigua, NY 

Hi Folks.   

For those of us trapped in the seemingly endless cycle 
of bitter cold and almost constant snow of the frozen 
north this year, summer and boating seems a long way 
off.  Yet, in a few short months the remembered aroma 
of sawdust and a freshly opened can of varnish will 
lure us back to our annual preparations for the re-
introduction of our cherished wooden ladies to their 
natural element…BOAT SHOWS!  And, boy do we 
have a summer planned for you!  Not only will FLC 
stage our own Annual Skaneateles event (again 
graciously sponsored by M & T Bank), but our season 
has been extended through September when the 
Finger Lakes Chapter has the honor to host the ACBS 
International Meeting and Boat Show at the 
Skaneateles Country Club the week of September 15-
21.  We are very excited (and humbled) to have been 
chosen from a list of former venues that have included 
Lake Tahoe, Coeur d’Alene and NY’s Lake George.  

The December issue of Brightwork was excellent. I thought 
the cover was terrific and there were several fine articles 
including Rob Kidd's "Wilma C.", the story of "When and If", 
the Doug Adams story and virtually all the other articles as 
well. Congratulations putting this issue together and making 
it so interesting. 
-Tony Mollica 
 
Thanks for a great job in editing my When and If story.  I’ve 
heard nothing but good comments.  Ed Wightman 
(President, FLBM) is very appreciative of the piece on the 

Finger Lakes Boating Museum.  I showed it to him at the 
WCCB Christmas party. 
And, I really enjoyed Rob’s article on Wilma C.  He did a 
great job explaining the “signature” on the transom, 
making for a real Love Story ending.  We all learned 
something new. 
It’s 22 degrees now and snowing lightly.  Time to head to 
the heated workshop, 
-Doug Vittum 
 
And yet, another super issue!  Kudos for a stunning cover.  
Thank you so much for all you do. 
Jack Gifford 
 
Brightwork loves letters.  Send your comments  or suggestions 
to the editor:  Tom Beardsley, tom@tombeardsley.com,            
or mail to:  PO Box 1022, Skaneateles, NY   13152   

Preparations are underway, as this is written, to offer 
a glimpse into the quintessential charm of the Finger 
Lakes and Upstate New York centered in 
Skaneateles, a real jewel of the lakes. More 
information about the Show is contained elsewhere in 
Brightwork. 

On a more personal note, it is with a heavy heart that I 
have to tell you of the passing of Kaye Newcomb. 
Kaye was blessed with a personality that radiated 
warmth to all with whom she came in contact.  She 
will be forever remembered as “the lady who taught 
the kids”.  I will always remember the picture of Kaye 
walking down the dock with her little “ducklings” 
behind as she taught them the basics of judging 
antique and classic boats. FLC has lost a wonderful 
example of bringing youngsters into our love of classic 
boating, but I have lost a beautiful friend.   

Jack Gifford, President 
Finger Lakes Chapter, ACBS 
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Calendar of Upcoming Events 
Mar 16 FLC Board of Directors  2:00 pm The Creamery, Skaneateles 

Mar 28  ACBS Long Range Planning Session—Tavares, FL 

Apr 26—27 Boat Building School, Dinghies — Finger Lakes Boating Museum (FLBM), Hammondsport 

Apr 27  FLC Board of Directors  2:00 pm The Creamery, Skaneateles 

May   A series of Boat Building Seminars, Dinghy lofting — FLBM, Hammondsport 

May 2  “All About Engines” Symposium at Antique Boating Museum, Clayton 

May 18 FLC Board of Directors 2:00 pm  The Creamery, Skaneateles 

May 31 Tentative  Dock Day in Skaneateles! — Clift Park, Skaneateles 

June 8  FLC Board of Directors 2:00 pm  The Creamery, Skaneateles 

June 21 Opening of the Finger Lakes Boating Museum to the public—Hammondsport 

July 12  Fulton Chain Rendezvous—Old Forge 

July 18  37th Annual “User” Boat Show—Alexandria Bay 

July 19—20 Wine Country Boat Show—Hammondsport (Keuka Lake) 

July 25—26 Finger Lakes Annual Boat Show—Skaneateles 

Aug 1—10 50th Annual Antique Boat Show and Auction—Clayton 

Sept 15 Opening of Events for ACBS Annual Meeting and Int’l Boat Show—Skaneateles  

Sept 18—21 ACBS Annual Meeting & Int’l Boat Show—Skaneateles 
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Brightwork is the quarterly newsle er of the Finger Lakes An que and Classic Boat Society, Ltd., a.k.a. the Finger Lakes Chapter of the An que and Classic Boat Society, Inc., and is published for the benefit of 
Finger Lakes Chapter members.  Publica on dates are March 1, June 1, September 1 and December 1.  Ques ons, submission of ar cles or story ideas for publica on, le ers to the editor, noncommercial 
adver sing, etc., are welcomed and should be sent to: Brightwork Editor, FLC –ACBS, PO  Box 1022, Skaneateles, NY  13152.  Email:  Tom Beardsley; tom@tombeardsley.com, 315‐263‐8906. 

Commercial adver sing copy and ques ons should be sent to Bob Myllymaki, 7783 Gloria Dr., Baldwinsville, NY  13027 or anteekbotr@aol.com, 315‐635‐3634.  The Finger Lakes Chapter general mailing 
address is also at:  PO Box 1022, Skaneateles, NY  13152.  The Chapter’s employer iden fica on number (EIN) is 3452140. 

Finger Lakes Chapter, ACBS    2014 Corporate Officers 
 

      President      Jack Gifford  315‐703‐7531  jmgiff@verizon.net 

      First Vice President    Tom Carman  607‐754‐4181  namraclab@aol.com   

      Second Vice President   Dave Couch  315‐224‐6993  dfcouch@yahoo.com 

      Treasurer      Beth Pier    315‐651‐9111  bethpier57@gmail.com 

      Secretary      open position  

Directors 

  Barb Carman  607‐754‐4181  namraclab@aol.com            Rob Kidd    315‐635‐6187  bobert8232@yahoo.com 

  Tony Mollica  315‐482‐3612  asmollica@aol.com            Bob Myllymaki  315‐635‐3634  anteekbotr@aol.com 

  Rick Nelson  315‐253‐7057  owascohawk@aol.com            Dick Sherwood  585‐265‐1518  flcboats@aol.com 

Directors at Large 

  Jack Miller    607‐227‐9866  jamiller150@hotmail.com        Arnie Rubenstein  315‐637‐8522  arniebbd@aol.com 

 

Boat Show Chair:      Teddi Myllymaki       315‐635‐3634     myllymakitj@aol.com  Membership:     Dick Sherwood  585‐265‐1518     flcboats@aol.com 

Newsletter:       Tom Beardsley       315‐263‐8906     tom@tombeardsley.com  Ship’s Store:       Barb Carman       607‐754‐4181     namraclab@aol.com 

Immediate Past President 

Janice Miller     (2008‐2010)    315‐496‐2924    jmillerarch@gmail.com 

Past Presidents 

        Rob Kidd    (2005‐2007)   Jack Miller    (2003‐2005) 

        Roger Townsend   (1998‐2003)   Scott Beuhler  (1998) 

        Arnie Rubenstein  (1996‐1997)   Dick Sherwood  (1992‐1995) 

        Susan Beuhler  (1988‐1991)   George Zeth  (1987) 

        Jim Brennan  (1984‐1986)   Bob Myllymaki  (1982‐1983) 

        Syd Marsden  (1979‐1981)   Ford Knight  (1977‐1979) 

Charter Members 

  Ford Knight, President   Syd Marsden, Vice President    Richard Morehouse, Jr., Treasurer    Kristine Marble, Secretary

  John Barnes  Mary Ellen Bond  Jim Brennan  Josephine Brown  Fred Curry   Jerry Feltus   Harold Flagg

  George Hyatt  Gloria Hyatt  Ron Jasper    Allyn Morehouse  Bob Myllymaki  George Zeth 

Chapter Website:  www.acbs‐flc.org 

mailto:beardsleytom@att.net�
mailto:anteekbotr@aol.com�


Rob Kidd                         Spotlight On Members 

“Ragtime”     

    In the early 1950's, the Svec family purchased a summer 
cottage on the shore of Owasco Lake in central New York. 
It was there that a 
young Ron Svec 
developed his 
interest in vintage 
boats. 

    Just a few doors 
down from the Svec's 
cottage was their 
neighbor Steve Wyak 
who, according to 
Ron, always had nice 
wood boats. Every 
time Steve would 
pass by the Svec's 
cottage in his 
Century Resorter, 
Ron would "drool" 
and dream of the day 
when he might have a Resorter of his own. 

    Fast forward to 1985. Ron is now in a position to realize 
his dream and decides to purchase a 1964 17' Resorter 
with a 240 h.p. Ford engine. Life is good and soon Ron 
joins the Wine Country and Finger Lakes Chapters of 
ACBS where his circle of friends and interest in vintage 
boats expands. Ron notices an ad in the Wine Country 
newsletter for a 1934 18' Gar Wood runabout named 
"RAGTIME" and decides to buy it. Ron may not have 
known at the time how lucky he was to find such a boat. 
According to Tony Mollica's book “GAR WOOD BOATS- 
Classics of a Golden Era”, the 18 footer was offered in four 
models whose total production amounted to 49 units. 
Although RAGTIME was advertised as a project boat, Ron 
says it looked pretty good; especially with the new interior 
installed by the previous owner. 

    Once Ron was ready to get started on RAGTIME, he 
called on John Ford whose restoration shop is located in 
Union Springs, NY. With the boat in John's shop, planking 
was removed and a number of hidden problems were 
revealed that needed to be addressed.  Before long, the 
decision was made to proceed with a total restoration of the 
hull. Thankfully, all of the interior and related components 
could be re-used along with the 105 h.p. Lycoming engine.  
While the engine is not original to the boat, it is old enough 
to be considered period correct.  

    Over a period of time RAGTIME came back together 
again and when it was complete, Ron decided that he liked 
the name of RAGTIME enough to have it applied to the 
transom once again. Today RAGTIME can be found at the 

dock in front of the cottage on Owasco Lake where it has 
taken the place of The Resorter which is now waiting for its 

turn in John Ford's 
shop. 

    Ron has been a 
member of the Finger 
Lakes Chapter since 
August of 1988 and 
for many years 
operated our Ship’s 
Store and served on 
our Board of 
Directors. In recent 
years, Ron met his 
wife Jennifer who 
has been a welcome 
addition to our 
chapter. Ron and Jen 
met at a mutual 
friend's birthday party 

and were married in August of 2008 at the cottage on 
Owasco Lake. On their wedding day, Steve Wyak was 
called on to chauffeur the newlyweds around Owasco Lake 
for some action shots with RAGTIME.  Each year Ron and 
Jen can be found 
helping out at our 
Ship’s Store and 
anywhere else they 
might be needed 
during Boat Show 
Weekend.  

    Readers of the 
Syracuse Post 
Standard may recall 
seeing Ron and 
Jen's picture in the Sunday, December 8th edition of the 
paper with a story about their act of kindness. Ron and Jen 
own and operate a Sears Hometown Store in the city of 
Cortland, NY and as Thanksgiving approached, they waited 
for word from corporate headquarters as to whether or not 
their store would have to be open on Thanksgiving day. 
The answer was yes and right away Ron and Jen decided 
that they would give their employees the day off to spend 
with their families and the two of them would run the store 
on their own. Because the store had to be made ready for 
the 6 am opening on Black Friday and because Ron and 
Jen live 45 minutes away, they decided to spend the night 
at the store. Their appreciative employees reciprocated the 
following day by sending Ron and Jen home in the middle 
of Black Friday.  
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Dave Couch                       Restorer’s Corner 

Bottom Work 

5 

From the FLC Boat Show Committee: 

The Skaneateles Antique and Classic Boat Show is grateful for the continued support from our chief 
sponsor, M & T Bank.  The long standing sponsorship by M & T Bank demonstrates a dedication to 

the communities and the people they serve.  Many thanks to M&T for helping to make our boat 
show one of the premier shows in the country, now celebrating 20 years in Skaneateles. 

A thick cloud of dust hangs over the entire shop as I step 
outside to catch a breath of fresh air in the unusually warm 
February air.  (Yes, there was a warm day in February).  
This is a good day to start a bottom project because I can 
air out the shop after intense sanding. 

I start with safety, using a respirator, goggles and a Tyvek  
suit with a hood.  I set up with a scrapper and at least two 

sanders, an 8 inch and 5 
inch. The 5 inch sander 
gives my arms a break 
from the weight of the 
larger machine.  All the 
while, the shop’s vacuum is 
running, doing its best to 
reduce airborne dust. 

My first goal is to take the planking down to bare wood.  
Once I start seeing it, I switch to 80 grit to bring it to a 
smooth finish. It is important not to dig into the wood.  The 
goal is just to clean off all the paint. 

The next step is to remove all the caulking. This means 
pulling any cotton and compound caulking out of the 
seams.  Again, the wood has to be clean.  I use a thin 
reefing tool and a piece of 60 grit sand paper, folded so it 
will fit between the planks. 

I then re-caulk the seams with “4200”. This 3M product is, 
of course, newer than the boat or any methods used at the 
time of construction but I like it.  I work this into the seams 
with a putty 
knife. 

When the 
caulk sets up, I 
apply two 
coats of an 
epoxy 
designed for bottom work.  I like the “Smith’s” brand.  It 
acts as a rot barrier but still allows the wood to “soak up” 
and swell when it’s in the water. 

Of course, because the boat is on land, it’s bone dry.  The 
humidity is low and the planks have about as much room 
between them as they will ever have.  When the boat is put 
back into the water,  the planks will swell (as they are 

supposed to on a wooden boat) and squeeze out a lot of 
the caulk that I put in.  
This is pretty unsightly 
and could slow the boat 
considerably if left 
unchecked.  I set up a 
humidifier under the 
boat for 24 hours 
causing the planks to 
swell.  As the humidifier does its work, the caulk squeezes 
out along the seams and is easily scrapped even with a 
razor blade.  

Now I wipe the boat down and prep it for paint. A barrier 
coat comes first (Interlux 2000 works well), applied with a 
smooth roller and then tipped with a foam brush.  

The final step is the bottom paint itself. In this case, I use a 
copper bronze anti-fouling  by Petit.  I apply this with the 
same method as the barrier coat and then  the boat is done! 

All told, it takes about 20-25 hours to complete the project.  
Cleaning the old paint away takes the majority of time. 

It is important to consider the environmental laws here.  
New York State has some serious regulations about the 
scrapping of bottom paint.  If you do the work outside, do it 
over a tarp.  Whether inside or out, gather all the old paint 
and bag it for that hazardous material day when you throw 
away old paint cans and other  similar waste.  These are 
considerations which go a long way in helping to keep the 
environment safe. 

I have had good results with this bottom restoration process 
on my Chris Craft as well as many other boats within our 
boating community. 

I am happy 
to answer 
questions 
about 
restoration 
projects.  
See you on 
the lake! 

 

 



Built on the St. Lawrence, a Retired Skaneateles Mailboat Finds a Home 
In Hammondsport, at the New Finger Lakes Boating Museum 
By Tom Beardsley 

Sometimes things take odd, circuitous routes to come back to the 
place they belong. Apparently, a former Skaneateles mailboat 
belongs on the Finger Lakes. 

Last summer,  Pat II was officially transferred to the Finger 
Lakes Boating Museum.  The museum is now physically located 
in Hammondsport at the former Taylor Winery campus.  That 
property was acquired by Mercury Aircraft a number of years ago 
and donated in 2013 to the museum.   Volunteers are currently 
working hard 
to renovate 
the buildings, 
build the 
display areas, 
offices and 
install new 
lighting in 
time for the 
first public 
opening in 
June (a grand 
opening is 
scheduled in 
September).  
Volunteers 
are being recruited for renovations.  More information is 
available at the organization’s website, www.flbm.org or by 
emailing info@flbm.org.  

2013 was a fortuitous year for the museum.  In spite of 
relationships with the City of Geneva failing in January and plans 
for a permanent home at the north end of Seneca Lake being 
dashed, the donation of property at the south end of Keuka Lake 

came together nicely.    

Pat II will be the 
largest boat in the 
museum’s collection.  
It was moved 
overland in late 
September from 
storage in Geneva. 

Built in 1924 by 
builders in 
Alexandria Bay 
(Sam Blount and 
George Comstock), 

Pat II is an iconic Thousand Islands tour boat – lightly built and 
utilitarian.  The boat contains no bulkheads, no heavy frames – 

just light ribs and planking attached to a flat keel board.  The 
engine is forward in a long bow and a 20+ foot long shaft spins 
the single propeller.  Passengers enter in the stern and sit within 
the cabin.   

Most recently, Pat II was in service with Mid Lakes Navigation, 
carrying up to 28 passengers on Skaneateles Lake delivering 
mail, sightseeing or on dinner cruises.  However, it met the 
waters of Skaneateles about 20 years before Mid Lakes started 
operations in 1968.   

The boat was launched on the St. Lawrence River and ferried 
tourists to Boldt Castle and throughout the islands.  World War II 
saw a slow-down in the tourist trade on the river.  The Finger 
Lakes Boating Museum is researching Pat II’s work during the 
war years, although it is expected the boat continued to work on 
the river in some capacity.  After the war, Don Stinson 
established the Stinson Boat Line in Skaneateles and obtained a 
contract with the U.S. Postal Service to deliver mail to summer 
residents around the lake whose access to roads was limited or 
non-existent.   That contract, “Star Route 13” continues today 
with Mid Lakes Navigation, usually on the Barbara S. Wiles. 

In 1967, Don 
Stinson had a 
difficult summer.  
Skaneateles was 
extremely low 
due to a drought 
and the engine 
drew sand 
through the 
cooling water 
intakes and was 

ruined.  Stinson located a replacement through the Wikstrom 
construction company in Skaneateles Falls.  While the boat was 
put back in service, that was Stinson’s last year and he sold the 
operation to Peter Wiles, a entrepreneur with a knack for building 
golf courses and owner of Mid Lakes Country Club in Borodino.   
Mid Lakes Navigation Company was born. 

Beginning 
with just the 
mail contract, 
Wiles kept 
adding to the 
service, 
introducing 
sightseeing 
trips and 
dinner cruises 

Pat II, on it’s September journey south to 

Hammondsport from Waterloo.   Photo:  FLBM 

Volunteers renovating the new museum properties.       

Photo:   FLBM 

The early years with Mid Lakes—their first boat.  And 

the dock is in the same place, 36 years later.          

Photo:  Mid Lakes Navigation 

A dinner cruise, southbound.   

Photo: Mid Lakes  Navigation  
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on the advice of one of his early captains (Curt Feldman).   
Dinner passengers boarded the boat in Skaneateles and their 
order for dinner was taken.  The captain would then casually 
excuse himself, tear across the street to the public phone and call 
the orders in to the kitchen at the country club.  Returning to the 
boat, lines were cast and he would narrate the shoreline on a 
casual cruise south along the lake’s east shore.   In Borodino, the 
kitchen staff went into a frenzy.  They had 45 minutes to put 
dinners together, box them in Styrofoam containers,  load them 
high into an old army jeep which met the boat nightly down the 
hill in Borodino.  

(Once, the jeep’s brakes simply didn’t work.  There was no 
stopping the Willys as it careened down the hill to Borodino 
Landing . While the boat waited patiently at the dock for the 

delivery of 
dinner, dinner 
passed it by as the 
Jeep continued 
into Skaneateles 
Lake.  No one 
was hurt, 
Styrofoam floats 
and somehow a 
creative crew kept 
passengers, who 
must have been 
pretty amused, 
well fed.) 

Pat II continued service with Mid Lakes as Mid Lakes operations 
became much more refined.  The gasoline engine was replaced 
with a diesel in the mid ‘70’s and the kitchen moved to the 
company’s new offices in Skaneateles in 1978 (first where 
Johnny Angel’s is, then to its home at 11 Jordan St).  The boat 
operated on the lake with Miss Clayton, Barbara S Wiles and 

Judge Ben Wiles, was finally retired in 1991, when the boat 
stayed out of the water at the company’s facilities in Borodino.    

In 1992, the boat’s boomerang travels began.   Hutchinson Boat 
Works had a devastating fire and many antique boats were lost 
including a couple of similar wooden craft.  In the spirit of 
preserving that legacy of Thousand Island-style tour boats, Mid 
Lakes transferred ownership of the boat to Uncle Sam Boat 
Tours in 1993..  Uncle Sam had hoped to restore the boat and 
return it to service on 
the river, but plans 
changed and it didn’t 
get back into the 
water.  It was kept 
“on the hard” at their 
property in A-Bay.  
In 1996, the boat was 
sold to Charlie 
Snelling, also of 
Alexandria Bay, but 
Snelling didn’t get 
the boat in the water, either.  In 2006, Snelling donated the boat 
to the Skaneateles Historical Society.  Just a few years ago, the 
boat was moved from the Bay to storage at Stiver’s Marine in 
Waterloo / Geneva.  In July of 2013, ownership was formally 
transferred to the Finger Lakes Boating Museum.  The boat is 
now indoors in Hammondsport awaiting restoration and a 
planned re-launching. 

 

Additional assistance in the research of this article came from 
the Antique Boating Museum in Clayton, Finger Lakes 
Boating Museum, a lot of stories from Captain Peter Wiles and 
Skaneateles crew members of the Pat II. 

Arrived! In Hammondsport.  Photo:  FLBM 

Pat II in the foreground, Barbara S Wiles in the center 

and Miss Clayton closest to shore.   Often, all three 

boats ran “in formation” as they circled the north half 

of the lake on dinner cruises through the 80’s.                                             

Photo:  Mid Lakes Navigation 

At a New Zealand Show, A “Bloke’s Boat” Takes a Top Prize 
Summer shows in New Zealand aren’t all that different from 
summer shows in our part of the U.S., although they take place in 
February. 
At a recent show at Nelson Lakes National Park, the event was 
described in the local press as “a victory for bloke-ish escapism.”   
“Over 120 clinkers, steam launches, classic motorboats and 
sailing dinghies enjoyed two days of boating and chatting about 
boats…” 
A 16 foot skiff  took one of the top prizes.  The owner, Darryl 
Maffey, says he has “done her up as a ‘bloke’s boat’, finished 
simply in grey and white with a red trim.  It’s a boat that says ‘I 
can escape in this and go fishing or do a bit of duck-shooting 
with my mates or with my kids’.  It’s a male-bonding kind of 
boat.” 

Harris said the boat show, now in its 16th year, draws a 
consistently high standard of entrants and is great motivation for 
people to restore old craft or build new boats on traditional 
designs. 
Boat show organizer Pete 
Rainey said the sunny 
weather drew good 
crowds both days, and 
though the southerly  
winds prevented much on
-water activity on Sunday 
there was good sailing by 
mid-afternoon. 
www.nzclassicboats.com 
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             Will Summer Ever Come?          

Blythe Jakubowski               A Teen’s Take On Boats    

Writing this, I am chilled, sitting on my sofa at our lake 
house, staring at the ice over the lake trying to convince 
myself that in 1 month the ice will break, in 2 months, the 
snow will melt, in 3 months the boats will go in, in 4 months 
school will be over, in 5 months I will finally be tan and in 6 
months the boat shows will take place. 

Instead of being bundled up in every pair of socks and 
sweatshirt I own in order to go snow skiing, I’ll be wearing a 
life jacket and bikini to go water skiing.  Instead of running 
as fast as I can into the house to warm up, I’ll be running 
out of the house, off the end of the dock and into the water 
to cool down…  Will summer ever come??? 

The column this quarter is dedicated to Kaye Newcomb 
who got me interested and involved in the Hagerty Youth 
Judging event at the Finger Lakes Antique Boat Show.  
Kaye passed away this past January and I am sad to think 
of participating in the judging without her this summer.  

Kaye had so much enthusiasm and excitement.  She taught 
all of us younger boaters a thing or two about judging 
antique boats.  I will miss her laughter and smile.  
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Kay Newcomb at the Skaneateles Antique and Classic Boat Show, 2011.  Kaye is seen here just getting the 

troops together before heading down to the docks and judging the in‐water displays. 

Blythe’s dock in winter 

Photo:  Blythe Jakubowski 



Registration For FLC Summer Show Opens in April 
Look for details in late March 
Check your mailbox in late March and early April for a postcard 
that looks something like this:   

The postcard will detail how to go 
online to the chapter website and 
find the registration form,.   The 
form can be filled out with your 
computer, then printed, signed and 
returned by mail. 

The Finger Lakes Chapter Has a 
New Web Address! 

Click over to www.acbs-flc.org 
and tell us what you think! 

But Wait!  There’s Lots More in 2014... 
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By Jack Gifford 

Great news!  Boat show season doesn’t end this year after the 
Annual FLC Boat Show July 25-27.  This summer’s season will 

be extended to the third 
week of September (15–21) 
when the Finger Lakes 
Chapter will host the ACBS 
Annual International 
Meeting and Boat Show at 
the Skaneateles Country 
Club. The Club is located 
on the west shore of the 
Lake, one mile south of the 
Village, and will be the 
center of activities from 
Wednesday through 

Sunday. 

The week begins Monday with an Adirondack Adventure.  We 
will start by following the trail of a real murder mystery and 
close with a tour of four of the Fulton Chain of Lakes.  On 
Monday morning, Sept. 15th, participants will board the 
Adirondack Scenic Railway at Thendara (just outside Old Forge) 
and travel to Big Moose Lake where this legendary crime 
happened. 

We’ll have lunch 
at the Big Moose 
Inn and will return 
to Old Forge for 
dinner on your own at one of the quintessential Adirondack 
eateries in the area.  Next morning we’ll breakfast at the 
McCauley Mountain Ski Resort then take the ski lift to the top of 
the mountain to view the area to be covered on the cruise.  The 
lakes (First through Fourth Lake) offer the opportunity to view, 
up close amid the fall colors, the summer homes and Great 
Camps of “The Gilded Age” in the Adirondacks.  Some of these 
camps date back to the early 1900’s and are legendary in 
Adirondack history. (If you don’t bring a boat we’ll make sure 
you have a ride.)  At the conclusion of the cruise participants 

will re-load boats on 
trailers (assistance 
will be available both 
for launch and 

recovery) and continue on to the Skaneateles Country Club 
where arrangements have been made to provide secure overnight 
parking for boats and trailers.  Launch activities will begin 
Wednesday, September 17th. 

Wednesday, pre-events continue with historic bus tours of the 
Women’s Rights 
Museum in 
Seneca Falls, the 
William Seward 
House and 

Museum in Auburn and  the Harriet Tubman 
home (also in Auburn) followed by lunch at the 
Aurora Inn on Cayuga Lake.  A stop at the 

McKenzie-Childs Showrooms in 
nearby Union Springs will also 
be on the tour.  The day’s 
activities will conclude with a welcoming 
reception hosted by the Finger Lakes Chapter at 
the Skaneateles Country Club overlooking the 
lake. 

For those 
not planning to attend the 
ACBS Chapter 
Roundtable and Annual Membership Meetings Thursday there 
will be an excursion available by bus to the Erie Canal for a 
luncheon cruise aboard the Emita II, a Mid-Lakes Navigation 
tour boat.  Participants will return to the Country Club in time to 
join with the Annual Meeting attendees and prepare for an 
evening at the Erie Canal Museum in Syracuse.  Dinner and 
tours of the only remaining Erie Canal weighlock building will 
be on the agenda.  Round trip bus service will be provided. 

On both Thursday and Friday, between 10:00 am to 1:00, pm a 
bus will shuttle from the Club 
to FLC member Steve 
Shehadi’s remarkable 
collection of beautifully 
restored outboard motors and 
other nautical items at his  
home across the lake.  There 
is no charge for these visits 
but they will be limited to 
continued on page 11      



By Tom Beardsley 

On a sultry July 4, 1817, a shovel of earth was turned in Rome, 
New York and a trajectory was set for what we take for granted, 
and  seldom consider.  On that day, construction began on the 
Erie Canal, re-defining New York City, the entire state, the 
Northeast and the development of the entire country.  The 
influence of the canal could be felt in reduced freight prices 
(about one-tenth of pre-canal days) and to enormous social and 
economic effects. 

Towns were built in anticipation of becoming a canal port during 
the 8 year construction program.  Boats were built in dry fields, 
waiting for the canal construction crews to catch up. 

In late 1825 it was 
done.  The largest 
public works project 
to date was 
complete.  Freight 
rates dropped to 
10% of what they 
had been.  Raw 
materials from the 
vast western frontier 
of the time made it 
to the east coast and 
a third-ranked 

seaport, a small city called New York, suddenly became the 
world’s trading capital. 

The northeast boomed.  Financial trading became rooted in New 
York City.  Industry flourished, from mills to manufacturing 
throughout the state.  The canal was a highway and affected the 
development of the country in ways similar of the Interstate 
system in the 20th century. 

The Great Lakes states; Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota were settled by adventurers from New 
England and all along the northeast seaboard.  It was a time of 
great opportunity, great growth and growing riches.   

New York State, having built this on its own, had no regrets and 
managed to pay for the canal within 7 years of its completion.  
An expansion program, doubling the capacity of the waterway, 
began in 1833. 

And how was it paid for?  Easy.  Tolls were charged, based on a 
ton/mile formula which accounted for a few other variables.  But 
it was weight, measured 
with fantastically 
engineered scales, that 
was key to determining 
the tariff. 

The scales were located 
in strategically placed 
Weighlocks.  Each 
weighlock building had, 
essentially, a dry-dock within it, the same size as a canal lock.  
Freight boats would enter, the mitered gates at either end would 
be closed and the water drained into a nearby creek as the craft 
settled on the scale mechanism. 

The last remaining weighlock building from the Erie Canal is 
located in Syracuse and is today the Erie Canal Museum.   
Boasting the largest collection of canal artifacts, records and all 
things related to the waterway, the museum is on the itinerary for 
an off-site event during the ACBS International Meeting and 
Boat Show this September in Skaneateles. 

The museum showcases a history of antique boating we generally 
don’t think about, but it’s an important aspect of American boat 
building and engineering. 

A evening event is 
planned at the 
museum and 
should be on 
everyone’s mind 
as a must-do.  
Buses will shuttle 
from Skaneateles 
to the museum on 
Thursday, 
September 18 for 
cocktails, dinner 

and tours of this amazing exhibit of inland maritime history. 

Earlier in the day, Mid Lakes Navigation will provide a tour 
through a modern (1915) Erie Canal lock along the present day 
route of the canal, about 12 miles north of the old “Clinton’s 
Ditch” route.  The Mid Lakes tour will help round out the 
perspective of New York State canal history and its far-reaching 
influence.  

The Canal Museum is open year around on Water Street in 
Syracuse.  More information on other side trips during the ACBS 
meeting can be found on page 9, in subsequent issues of 
Brightwork and Rudder and mailings from ACBS. 

A Look at Real Antique Boating At The Fall Meeting 

Erie Canal Museum in Syracuse, iin the weighlock 
building, as it is today.  Photo:  Tom Beardsley 

From the collection of The Erie Canal Museum,   
Syracuse, NY, www.eriecanalmuseum.org. 

From the collection of The Erie Canal Museum,   
Syracuse, NY, www.eriecanalmuseum.org  

Richmond Aqueduct in Montezuma carried the enlarged canal over the 

Seneca River.    Photo :  Tom Beardsley 
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But Wait…    Continued from page 9 

Effective This Year, Calls for 
Boating Safety Courses For All 
By Ro Woodard, NYS Office of Parks and Recreation 

May 1, 2014 marks the beginning of Mandatory Motor Boat 
Education for New Yorkers.  Governor Andrew Cuomo signed 
into law mandatory education on September 27, 2013.  The law 
requires anyone born on or after May 1, 1996 to have a boating 
safety certificate to operate a motor boat.  This replaces the old 
requirement that  only children between 10 and 18 years of age 
have a boating safety certificate.   Children still need to be a 
minimum of 10 years of age to take the course. 
Those required to have a certificate is based on the “born after 
date” model.  Thus, if you were born on or after May 1, 1996, 
you must have a certificate to operate a motor boat. If you were 
born on April 30, 1996 or earlier, you are not required to have a 
certificate. 
The education requirements for the operation of a personal 
watercraft (i.e.: Jet Ski, Seadoo, Waverunner, etc.) are 
unchanged.  Operators must be a minimum of 14 years of age 
and all operators must have a boating safety certificate. 
Other provisions of the new law allow the owner of a newly 
purchased motor boat who is required to have a boating safety 
certificate (that would be anyone born on or after May 1, 1996) 
120 days from the date of purchase to obtain a certificate. 
Additionally, anyone renting a motor boat who is over 18 years 
of age is not required to have a boating safety certificate.  
However, the livery operator shall demonstrate the operation of 
the vessel, and the use and location of the vessel safety 
equipment. The person renting the vessel must demonstrate their 
understanding of its operation and safety equipment back to the 
livery operator.  Livery operators are required to have a boating 
safety certificate. 
New York State Parks recommends that you follow the BIG 
THREE OF BOATING SAFETY whenever you hit the 
waterways: 

Take a boating safety course 
Wear your life jacket 
Don’t drink alcohol while boating 

The New York Safe Boating course listings can be found at 
www.WearItNewYork.com along with additional boating safety 
information. The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary and the U.S. Power 
Squadron also offer approved boating safety courses. Boating 
safety courses are eight hours in length and are taught in the 
classroom with a proctored exam.  Currently, online courses are 
not approved in New York State.  Residents of other states may 
use their own state-issued boating safety certificate to meet the 
mandatory education requirement when boating in New York 
State. 

Regardless of your age, you’ll become a safer boater by taking a 
boating safety course.  Safe boaters have more fun and remember 
that you are never too old to wear a life jacket. 

Safe Boating Begins With the Boater, But In NYS 
There is A New, Mandatory Motor Boat Education Law 
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registered  exhibitors and their guests.     

The ACBS International Boat Show begins on Friday, Sept. 19 
and continues through Saturday evening.  Launching assistance 
for exhibitor boats will be available on Wednesday and Thursday 
(September 17 & 18).  Launch times will be published in 
exhibitor information packets .  Judging is scheduled for Friday 
followed by Boat Show awards presentations Saturday evening.  
Seminars, symposiums, and demonstrations will be held in a tent 
on the Country Club grounds.  The Ship’s Stores will also be 
open.  Selected vendors from the area will be invited to 
participate to create a more festive event.  An added bonus - the 
Judge Ben Wiles will stop at 
the SCC docks, as part of its 
regularly scheduled tour, to 
pick up and discharge 
passengers.  Cost will be $14 
for adults; $8 for children 
twelve and under.  Tours would 
be on a first come – first served 
basis.  Visitors to the Show will take the shuttle bus from the free 
parking area west of the Country Club to the Boat Show venue 
and back.  The Country Club will offer open-air food concessions 
in operation on Friday and Saturday.  A $5.00 gate fee for adults 
will be valid for the entire day. 

The week’s activities will wrap up Saturday evening with an 
Awards Banquet in the Country Club followed by the recovery 
and loading of exhibitor boats on Sunday morning. 

The week is packed with activities for boaters or just appreciators 
of antique and classic boats so tell your friends and neighbors to 
come out and enjoy the festivities. 

http://www.WearItNewYork.com�


                       Passages 
Kaye Newcomb, 53 has been described as one of those people you just knew and were proud of knowing, even if you had only 

been introduced a few minutes earlier.   With energy, a great smile and perfectly suited for teaching, Kaye was completely charged 
when it came to showing others, particularly children, how to appreciate everything from music to antique and classic boats. 

With a Masters in Music education from Ithaca College, Kaye taught all levels at Marcus Whitman school in Rushville, sang in 
church choirs, directed music programs in various locations and was music director at several western Finger Lakes theater groups. 

She and her husband Dick were active members of four different ACBS chapters including Wine Country, Niagara, Sunnyland and 
Finger Lakes.  Both have been tireless in efforts to help launch the Finger Lakes Boating Museum. 

Kaye was instrumental in launching the Hagerty Youth Judging program, one method to help youth appreciate and become involved 
in ACBS, at both WCCB and FLC.   Kaye died, surrounded by family, after a battle with cancer on January 21, 2014.. 

Dennis Montgomery, 63 of Odessa is remembered as a master in the restoration, building and operating of, mostly, larger 

wooden boats.   Dennis owned Cayuga Wooden Boatworks with locations in Cayuga and Ithaca as well as Ithaca Boat Tours.   

Always with an eye toward the environment and 
keeping the Finger Lakes clean, Dennis was a 
quintessential educator. 

In the operation of Cayuga Wooden Boatworks, he 
managed projects from the restoration of runabouts to 
the building of schooners (Malabar X) and the 

restoration of classic, historic 
yachts (When and If).  In the fall 
of 2013, Dennis led a 
presentation on the restoration 
of When and If, a schooner built 
for General George Patton.  See 
Brightwork, December, 2013.) 

Dennis died surrounded by 
family on February 13 at home. 
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The launching of the freshly restored When & If in late 2013. 

Photo:  Dennis Montgomery 

Photo :  Sue Kiesel  Photo:  Tom Beardsley 



The Dock Market 

For Sale:   1954 Johnson Outboard.  5.5 hp, includes 6 gal. 
tank.  Runs, good condition.  Make Offer.  585-889-9635  
(Rochester, NY)                 NEW  0314 
 
For Sale:  Dura Craft Aluminum utility.  All aluminum, not 
sure of year.  Too good to scrap.  Water ready, but could use 
TLC.  40 hp Sea Horse runs well.  $ 500.00 for motor boat and 
trailer.  Ed  315-451-3593  (Cross Lake area)            NEW  1213 
 
For Sale:  1937 Chris-Craft Utility.  17’ long, bottom believed 
to be original.  Repowered with a ‘50’s era Chris-Craft 4 cyl., 60 
hp engine.  Nice entry level boat, includes single axle trailer.  
Located in Watkinsville, GA   $9,000.   Danielle Hornsby.  678-
227-3653.  mdhornsby7412@gmail.com                    NEW 0314 
 
For Sale:  185 HP Chris-Craft engine.   Completely rebuilt.  
New rings, bearings, cam, lifters and carb.  283 cu-in.  (Chevy 
Block)     
Mick Griffin, 716-662-1949 or MickG16@aol.com     REV 1213 
 
For Sale:  1947 Chris Craft Deluxe Runabout, 17', 95hp, 
professionally restored, PERFECT,  copy CC boatowners' 
manual.  2003 replica Hacker, 18', 263hp, double cockpit, a 
prize.  Both with cover, trailer, stored inside and little used.  Call 
for full details/photos.  Moving.  315 246 0044            NEW  0613 

 
For Sale:   Many outboard boats – Penn Yan, Arkansas 
Traveler, Yellow Jacket, Texas Maid, MFG, etc.  Also, many 
off-brand motors such as Scott-Atwater, Champion, Muncie, 
McCulloch, Oliver, West Bend, etc.  Dick Curvin.  315-729-
4666 (cell).   (Moravia, NY)                                           NEW 0613 

 
For Sale:  1904 18ft+ Fay & Bowen [style] launch with 1909 
Paulson motor #21.  Original canopy with brass hardware.  Full 
restoration in 1995.  Excellent trailer included.  Boat and motor 
were in water and running then.  Multiple ACBS show winner.   
E-mail for photos and info to steve@shehadirug.com $14,500. 
OBO.  Delivery available up to 100 miles@ $2.00/mile.  Steve 
Shehadi (Skaneateles, N Y)                                        REV   0613 

 
 

For Sale:  1940’s 36’ Chris-Craft Sedan Cruiser for parts. 
2 M-series engines, assorted hardware.  More.   Make offer on 
any or all.   Jay Dusky jaydusky01@yahoo.com   NEW AD 0913 

 
For Sale:  1949 22-ft. Chris-Craft U-22 utility.  Rebuilt 130M; 
new epoxy bottom 2004; rechromed hardware 2004; new blue 
upholstery 2006; waterline cover and excellent tandem axle 
trailer.  Used every year 3-4 times each summer.  Northern 
Michigan boat located in California, can deliver anywhere for 
expenses.  $32,500.  Arnie Schweer, 559-816-8461. 
 
For Sale:  Rare 1927 20-ft. Gesswein Sportabout (hull #7) with 
original 6 cyl. Van Blerck engine.  Twin cockpit with unusual 
facing rear seats.  Brass hardware & leather upholstery.  Boat & 
engine fully restored; both in excellent condition.  Custom trailer.  
Asking $35,000.  Sue Giovannetti, 315-947-5532 or 
sueag@hotmail.com  
 
For Sale:  1996 12-ft. Victory Swift.  Reproduction of old Penn 
Yan Swift; only 12 made.  Cedar and laminate.  25 HP Mercury 
Outboard, trailer and boat hoist included.  Asking $11,000. OBO.  
Bill Eberhardt, 315-217-8111 or admin@thesherwoodinn.com  
(Skaneateles, NY) 
 

Submit new ads, corrections or deletions to Dick Sherwood at 
flcboats@aol.com  

Listings are at no charge, although priority is given to members 
first.  Non--members (of FLC) may be listed as space permits. 

ENGINE REMANUFACTURING 

We offer high quality work by professional machinists with 
marine engine experience.  We can bring your engine back to 
original performance condition and also offer upgrades like 

hardened seat valves for today’s gasoline.  Special show detailing, 
polished aluminum and brass, and rebuilding of generators, 

carburetors and transitions are also available. 

Call us for your needs and ask for Al, Bill or Jim. 

Drake Engines, Inc. 
2285 Ridgeway Ave. 

Rochester, NY  14626 
Ph:  585-723-1333     Fax:  585-723-1078 

Pictured:  A rebuilt Chrysler Marine Engine 
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10 Questions...    

Sarah Wiles 
Sarah Wiles, one of five siblings that run Mid-Lakes Navigation in Skaneateles, talks to Brightwork about the two largest 
boats at the annual Finger Lakes show, the importance of barn swallows and how turns around the lake have given way 

to turns around the dance floor. 

Mid-Lakes Navigation owns the two large boats that sit front 
and center at the annual FLC boat show. How did they 
come to live on Skaneateles Lake?  

The larger of the two boats, the Judge Ben Wiles, 
named for my grandfather, was built in Borodino by 
Mid-Lakes in 1985. It was built as a tour boat and we 
regularly host about four cruises a day during the 
summer. In the last couple of years we have also 
been able to offer boat show attendees the 
opportunity to photograph boats operating in 
the open water the Sunday morning of the boat 
show. Your fall cover of Brightwork was shot 
from our boat during that weekend. 

The smaller boat, the Barbara S. Wiles, was named after my 
grandmother. That boat was built in 1937 by The Lindsey Boat 
Company in Hub Island, New York (Thousand Islands) and 
cruised Lake George for the Lake George Steamboat Company. It 

was brought to 
Skaneateles in 1981 
where it operates as 
a daily mail boat 
during the summer 
months making 
some 25 stops 
along Skaneateles 
Lake.  

 

You may have been born into a boating family but you certainly 
diversified when it came to your education. What did you study?  

I obtained a BA in French from St. Lawrence University and later 
a PhD in Evolutionary Biology from SUNY-ESF. I did a 
dissertation on the behavior of barn swallows. Even to this day, I 
will stop everything to take a moment to watch a bird swoop by. 

 

And what did studying barn swallows 
teach you? 

That males will be males. Best to leave 
it at that. 

 

 

 

You then went on to teach for a year.   

I taught anatomy and physiology as an associate 
professor at Onondaga Community College in 1990-91. 

 

In 1990 you returned to the family business. What role 
do you play at Mid-Lakes Navigation? 

We’re not too concerned with titles at Mid-Lakes but I am 
considered the marketing director. In the winter, I am mostly 
occupied with creating brochures, developing retail 

strategies, updating the website and getting ready for trade 
shows. In the summer it’s all about PR and whatever 
else needs doing. 

 

What would you say is the best part of your job?   

There are a couple of “best parts”.  I love working with my 
family.  We're pretty lucky to get along so well and generally we 
are able to make decisions by consensus.  Another plus is being 
here in this wonderful and beautiful part of the world.  And then 
there is, of course, being able to provide a service that people 
love.   

 

Anyone who has attended the annual boat show has most likely 
seen you energetically running every which way to Sunday. 
What role do you play during the event?  

I’ve had the privilege of being co-chair from the Skaneateles 
Chamber side of the show for many years now.  While the team 
of Chamber and Finger Lakes Chapter works together in almost 
every aspect, the Chamber primarily puts together the budget and 
organizes the public parts of the show, from tents and tables to 
music and signage.  We work with the local businesses that 
benefit from the show and try to insure that visitors and 
exhibitors alike have a great time in our community. 

 

Word has it that you have a secret (okay, maybe not so secret) 
passion. 

Yes, I have been in indulging in ballroom dancing lessons for 
about a year now. I absolutely love it.   
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Is there a dance that you are especially fond of? 

I love the waltz because it is graceful and classic.   It's a ground-
covering dance and requires good communication between leader 
and follower to do it well.  It's fun! 

 

And finally, what would a perfect day be for you?   

There's the normal perfect day which, fortunately, is the type of 
day I often have.  I wake up in my beautiful house overlooking 
Otisco Lake, work with my family and first rate staff and then 
take a dance lesson in the evening.  Then there's the special 
perfect day.  I wake up in an intriguing place where I’ve never 
been and spend the entire day exploring and enjoying what it has 
to offer. 

10 Questions 

Clayton Museum Teaches Winter Day-Campers 
More than 50 “drop-in” campers came 

by the Antique Boating Museum in 
Clayton over winter break.  From 
February 17—21, some students 
came in for all five days and for 
just one,  but all were exposed to 

a maritime culture during a cold, 
snowy winter. 

Sessions were held on compass reading 
and use, signal flag de-
coding and even bridge 
engineering while 
working with various 
1,000 Island bridge 
concepts. 
In addition, students 
experimented with 
buoyancy theories.  
Putting that skill to the 
test, they designed and 
built model barges. 
Rounding out the 
program were nautical 
games, crafts and, of 
course, exploring the 
museum.   
One of the days was 
unofficially termed 
“Canada Day” and 

students made Canadian 
flags, souvenir paddles and a 
canoe. 
The Antique Boating 
Museum is located in 

Each February, more than 250,000 square feet of exhibit space at 
the NYS Fairgrounds turns winter into a brief glimpse of summer. 
Thousands of attendees came to look at both power and sailboats, 
dock systems, accessories, engines and marina services during the 
show’s run, February 12 – 16. 

 The Finger Lakes Chapter joined the showcase to promote this 
seasons shows and to promote membership in the chapter and 
ACBS.  Many questions were fielded about the 2014 shows and 
several new members were recruited.  The FLC booth included 
the “Transom Desk” and a 1960 Century Resorter loaned to the 
event by member John Gottchalk. 

Booth staff was assisted by Mike Folsom of the Antique Boat 
Museum in Clayton, while FLC member Tony Mollica was also 
on hand to sign books. 

FLC At The CNY Boat Show 
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Clayton, along the St. Lawrence River.  
While some winter events are 
scheduled, such as the Winter 
Break program described here, the 
museum officially re-opens for 
the season on May 2. 
The Spring symposium this year 
runs from May 2—4 at the museum 
and is entitled “All About Engines.” 
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Protect Your Antique Boat 

And Other Things Important to You 

Adams Insurance 

Since 1900 

We Look Forward to serving your insuring needs with 
“Service and Integrity” 

44 South Street, PO Box 460 

Auburn, NY   13021 

315-253-8461 

33 E. Genesee St. (M&T Bank) 

Skaneateles, NY  13152 

315-685-8929 

The Finger Lakes Chapter 
Extends its Thanks for 

M&T Bank’s Continued 
Support of Our 20th Boat 

Show in Skaneateles   

1321 E.Genesee St. at the Village Line.  Skaneateles. 
315-685-2700    www.wirthsautomotive.com 

17 



“Spring is the time of plans and projects.” 

-Leo Tolstoy         
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We are proud to help support the preservation and enjoyment of your timeless classics 

Pictured:   

22’ Lyman Inboard Runabout 

Manufactured from 1967 to 1970 with serial 
numbers from S1000-to S-1146.  This boat was 
available as a hard-top or soft-top.  Twelve boats 
were produced as “I-O’s.”  Of the 147 produced, 
several are still in service today. 

Our Mission 
To become the precision-machined product supplier of choice. 
Improve the life of our employees and enhance the community. 

We will surpass customer requirements using technology, 
training and ongoing process improvement through innovative 

team solutions. 

Selflock Screw Products Co., Inc. 

114 Marcy Street 

East Syracuse, NY   13057 

315-437-3367   www.selflockscrew.com 

NO TRIP TO 

SKANEATELES 

IS COMPLETE 

WITHOUT A VISIT TO 

DOUG’S FISH FRY 
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