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On the Cover             
 
A Little Summer 
Dreamin’... 
 
 
 
Photo by Anne Sherwood, 
2017 FLC Show, Skaneateles 
 

New Members,  
Welcome Aboard! 

 

 Scot & Lois Marechaux of 
Auburn, NY  

 

Total Membership (11/25/2017):    

178 

Passages... 
Fred Mayer, Columbia Willamette (formerly Wine Country), 
October 5.    

In years past, Fred was a frequent judge at Wine Country 
and FLC shows.  

He and his wife, Joanne, moved from Hammondsport to 
Oregon a few years ago to be closer to family.   

Hi folks, 

 

Our extended Indian summer weather has finally 
drawn to a close.  I hope many of you were able to 
enjoy this longer-than-normal boating season.  May 
the warmer weather arrive early again next spring. 

During this pleasant October, many FLC members 
enjoyed a tour of the Finger Lakes Boating Museum 
near Hammondsport, NY.  They have an impressive 
collection of all types of classic boats, including 
several models of paddle wheel steamboats that 
once traveled over most of the Finger Lakes.  This 
hard working group of volunteers is generating ever 
expanding displays while pursuing boat restoration 
projects.  The FLBM also details the incredible 
number of boat builders that existed at various times 
throughout our many lakes.  If you have not visited 
the museum, I think you would enjoy your time at 
this interesting and large facility.  Also consider 
donating your time and/or money (membership) o 
ss s  them in their pursuit to keep alive the history 

and memories of this great boating region. 

The planning has already started for next year's 

40th Anniversary FLC Boat Show, July 27-29.  We 
hope to schedule some extra special events to 
highlight this milestone.  Our FLC Boat Show Chair 
for the past two years, Erin Sammut, has stepped 
down to concentrate on her and her husband 
John's financial management company.  Erin's 
tireless efforts ensured last summer's fantastic 
show. Thank you Erin, very much.  Sharing the 
next show's preparation tasks with FLC Board 
members, I have agreed to be the 2018 FLC Chair.  
We are off to a good start with our co-planners at 
the Skaneateles Chamber of Commerce. 

To close, I must once again congratulate Tom 
Beardsley and Anne Sherwood for their excellent 
work editing and compiling Brightwork.  Their 
performance was so exemplary that Brightwork 
was selected by the ACBS HQ for the 2017 Chapter 
Publication Award for Mid-Sized Chapter 
Membership.  We are very proud and not surprised. 
So, enjoy another fine edition of Brightwork. 

Take Care,  

-Rick 

, 

Brightwork is the Chapter’s Award-Winning Newsletter, 
published quarterly.  Ad Space is completely affordable and a 
great branding tool.   Be sure to tell the companies, businesses 

and services you work with about this opportunity 

mailto:owascohawk@aol.com
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Brightwork is the quarterly newsletter of the Finger Lakes Antique and Classic Boat Society, Ltd., a.k.a. the Finger Lakes Chapter of the Antique and Classic Boat Society, Inc., and is published for the benefit of 

Finger Lakes Chapter members.  Publication dates are March 1, June 1, September 1 and December 1.  Questions, submission of articles or story ideas for publication, letters to the editor, noncommercial 

advertising, etc., are welcomed and should be sent to: Brightwork Editor, FLC –ACBS, PO  Box 1022, Skaneateles, NY  13152.  Email:  Tom Beardsley; tom@tombeardsley.com, 315-263-8906. 

Commercial advertising copy and questions should be sent to Howard Skinner,  7474 Park Ave., Wolcott, NY.  14590.  hskinnerj@gmail.com  or 585-429-0588.                                                                                           

The Finger Lakes Chapter general mailing address is also at:  PO Box 1022, Skaneateles, NY  13152. The Chapter’s employer identification number (EIN) is 3452140. 

Finger Lakes Chapter, ACBS  2017 Corporate Officers 
 

   President   Rick Nelson 315-253-7057 owascohawk@aol.com 
   First Vice President  Dave Couch 315-283-4419 dfcouch66@gmail.com  
   Second Vice President  Howard Skinner 315-587-2881 hskinnerj@gmail.com 
   Treasurer   Jim Moore  315-345-2726 jimmoorecpa@gmail.com    
   Secretary   Laurie Navratil 315-587-2881 lnavratil1956@gmail.com  

Directors 
 Joe Lucchesi 315-468-1823 joe@lucchesilaw.com  Janice Miller 315-382-2924 jmillerarch@gmail.com 
 Teddi Myllymaki 315-635-3634 myllymakitj@aol.com   Howard Skinner 315-587-2881 hskinnerj@gmail.com  

Directors at Large 
 Dick Sherwood 585-265-1518 flcboats@aol.com        Arnie Rubenstein 315-637-8522 arniebbd@aol.com 
 
Boat Show Chair:     Rick Nelson          315-253-7057 owascohawk@aol.com Membership:     Dick Sherwood    585-265-1518     flcboats@aol.com 
Database Leader: Dick Sherwood    585-265-1518 flcboats@aol.com             Newsletter:         Tom Beardsley     315-263-8906     tom@tombeardsley.com 
Ship’s Store:       Elaine Sherwood Jakubowski   585-259-3743   elainek@me.com                        Webmaster:         Kathleen Hope    iamkathleenhope@gmail.com 

Immediate Past President 
Jack Gifford  (2011-2016)    315-382-2831    gifford.jack1@gmail.com 

Past Presidents 
    Janice Miller (2008-2010)  Rob Kidd  (2005-2007)    
    Jack Miller  (2003-2005)  Roger Townsend  (1998-2003)    
    Scott Beuhler (1998)  Arnie Rubenstein (1996-1997)    
    Dick Sherwood (1992-1995)  Susan Beuhler (1988-1991)    
    George Zeth (1987)  Jim Brennan (1984-1986)    
    Bob Myllymaki (1982-1983)  Syd Marsden (1979-1981)    
    Ford Knight (1977-1979) 

Charter Members 
 Ford Knight, President  Syd Marsden, Vice President  Richard Morehouse, Jr., Treasurer  Kristine Marble, Secretary
 John Barnes Mary Ellen Bond Jim Brennan Josephine Brown Fred Curry  Jerry Feltus  Harold Flagg
 George Hyatt Gloria Hyatt Ron Jasper  Allyn Morehouse Bob Myllymaki George Zeth 

 
Chapter Website:  www.acbs-flc.org 

 

December  Weekends “Dicken’s Christmas.”   Downtown Skaneateles, through Christmas Eve 

December—Jan 7  32nd Annual Gingerbread Gallery, Erie Canal Museum, Syracuse, NY 

Dec 10  4—7:00pm FLC Holiday Gathering, Blue Water Grill, Skaneateles 

Jan 18  7:00pm The Fay & Bowen Story, Dick Sherwood,  FLBM, Hammondsport,  NY 

Jan 21  2:00pm FLC Board Meeting, The Creamery, Skaneateles 

Feb 15—18 All Day CNY Boat Show (FLC has a display!), NYS Fairgrounds, Syracuse, NY 

Feb 28—Mar 4  Atlantic City Boat Show (Philadelphia ACBS Chapter has a large display!) 

March 22—25 All Day Sunnyland Boat Show, Tavares, FL (Actual location to be determined) 

July 6—18 All Day 80th Annual Lightning Regatta, Skaneateles Country Club, Skaneateles 

July 13—14 All Day Fulton Chain of Lakes Rendezvous, Old Forge, NY 

July 21—22 All Day Wine Country Boat Show, Hammondsport, NY 

July 27—29 All Day 40th Annual FLC Boat Show, Skaneateles 

Sept 12—15 All Day Annual ACBS Meeting and International Boat Show, Port Huron, MI 

Brightwork accepts listings for many different events which may be of interest to our membership. 

Please send your listing request to the editor: tom@tombeardsley.com.   

Of course, all listings are subject to approval and space available. 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 

Have You Visited www.acbs-flc.com Lately? 

The FLC chapter website is drawing attention and you’ll find this a great place to list an upcoming event, a  classified ad (Dock 

Market) or an item for Passages.   The “Dock Market” page and Passages will also be in the next issue of Brightwork.     

Please submit any Dock Market items to Dick Sherwood (flcboats@aol.com).   Please send your Calendar listings and Passages 

notifications to Brightwork:  tom@tombeardsley.com 

mailto:beardsleytom@att.net
mailto:hskinner@nrwcs.org
mailto:owascohawk@aol.com
mailto:dfcouch66@gmail.com
mailto:hskinnerj@gmail.com
mailto:jimmoorecpa@gmail.com
mailto:lnavratil1956@gmail.com
mailto:joe@lucchesilaw.com
mailto:jmillerarch@gmail.com
mailto:myllymakitj@aol.com
mailto:hskinnerj@gmail.com
mailto:flcboats@aol.com
mailto:arniebbd@aol.com
mailto:owascohawk@aol.com
mailto:flcboats@aol.com
mailto:flcboats@aol.com
mailto:tom@tombeardsley.com
mailto:elainek@me.com
mailto:iamkathleenhope@gmail.com
mailto:iamkathleenhope@gmail.com
mailto:gifford.jack1@gmail.com
http://www.acbs-flc.org
mailto:tom@tombeardsley.com
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   Rick Nelson                         On Our Finger Lakes 

Time to Take Action on HAB’s :  OWLA 

I n past issues, I’ve discussed Harmful Algal Blooms 
(cyanobacteria) and how their toxins affect recreation and 

drinking water in our Finger Lakes. 

Blooms in 2017 on Skaneateles and Owasco Lakes made headlines 
and blooms on all the lakes were larger than ever. 

The following letter is a new effort by the Owasco Watershed Lake 
Association (OWLA) to heighten awareness and find solutions. 

Most of our Finger Lakes have citizen-volunteer associations 
dedicated to improving water quality.  All of them need members.  

Remember, we all live in a watershed, whether 50 miles or 50 feet 
from a waterbody. 

 

This Can’t Be the New Normal 
By Ken Kudla, President OWLA.org, Robert Brower, Past-President, OWLA.org 

S omething is happening throughout the Finger Lakes; and it’s not 

good. The frequency and intensity of Harmful Algal Blooms 

(HABs) are increasing.  

 

For the first time in history all 11 Finger Lakes experienced 

HABs; and here in the Owasco Watershed, Owasco Lake appears 

to be particularly vulnerable.  

According to the National Ocean Service (oceanservice.noaa.gov/

hazards/hab/): 

Harmful algal blooms, or HABs, occur when colonies of algae 

grow out of control while producing toxic or harmful effects on 

people, fish, shellfish, marine mammals, and birds. HABs are a 

national concern because they affect not only the health of people 

and marine ecosystems, but also the 'health' of local and regional 

economies.  

We have to treat HABs as a threat not only to our fresh water 

supply and recreation, but also to our economic twin engines -- 

tourism and agriculture, and most 

importantly, to our quality of life.  

HABs are a complicated problem; one 

that we have to solve.  

This is too important to spend any time 

pointing fingers and assigning blame. That 

doesn’t accomplish anything. We need to 

come together as a community of concerned 

citizens with a resolve to understand the 

causes and come up with remedies that 

work.  

It’s not just the water; it’s the ‘shed. 

To prevent or minimize Harmful Algal 

Blooms (HABs) in Owasco and the other 

Finger Lakes, we have to look beyond the 

Lakes to the watersheds that drain into 

them.  

Water in a watershed travels over suburban 

lawns and village streets, farm fields and 

forests. It rushes through storm drains and 

roadside ditches. It seeps into the soil and 

travels as groundwater. 

Along the way it may pick up pollutants in 
   continued on page 9 —                         

This example of a watershed shows the 208 square 

miles of collection for Owasco Lake.  

This is a harmful algal bloom (HAB) in Owasco Lake.  Similar blooms were seen in 
Skaneateles in 2017.   

Many of 2017 summer readings showed levels of above normal toxins…not just a little, 
but in some cases by more than 80 times the toxic limits set by the NYS DEC.  The upper 
pumping station for the city of Auburn is at the end of the east pier in this photo. 
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    Dave Couch                       Restorer’s Corner   

          dfcouch66@gmail.com          

  Restoring My Soul... 

I hung up the phone exasperated with the interviewer on the 
other end of the line.  He had closed saying, ”We conduct phone 
interviews first, then we schedule a sit down interview in a week 
or two.”  I felt my blood pressure rising and took a deep breath.   

The past few weeks had been unexpectedly nerve-racking after 
being let go from my job of five years.  I had been diligently 
applying for work on-line and over the phone with less than 
desirable results.  Then the phone rang again.  I steeled myself, 
but a kind voice on the phone simply asked, “Is this Finger 
Lakes Wooden Boat?  I have a Lyman that needs a lot of 
attention and I could use some help.”  I felt a little energized as I 
wrote up his estimate and prepared to e-mail it to him.   

The next day, the phone rang again.  “Hello, David.  I need help 
with my Penn Yan swift.”  We chatted about the boat and I 
agreed to do the work.  
We arranged a time to 
pick it up.   

That evening at dinner, a 
friend’s brother (a 
minister) said to me, 
”You know David,  when 
one door closes, God 
opens a window.  Maybe 
this is what you should be doing right now.  Don’t stress about 
the work.  Things happen for a reason.” 
The next few days would prove him right.  I rented a space to 
work on the Lyman and the Penn Yan and got to work on both, 
juggling my time between the projects.  As the days passed, I 
found myself looking forward to working on these boats while 
the stress of finding a “real” job diminished.  I concentrated on 
installing the back deck and frames of the Lyman.  The 
installation of the inside ceiling and seats were easy and it 
seemed my abilities had even improved. 
I was applying the final coat of paint on the newly repaired 
Penn Yan Swift.  My iPod was playing, and I was singing along.  
I noticed a shadow behind me.  It turned out to be a friend of 
mine with a six pack of beer.  Smiling, he said, “You’re no Frank 
Sinatra, but you’re doing a really awesome job and it looks 
good!”  He handed me a beer. “Let me ask you something.  
Why do you want to bounce around in a delivery truck when 
this is what you should be doing?  You are really good at this, 

especially the 
painting and 
varnishing.  You 
also seem to be 
more yourself."   

Sometimes it takes 
an outsider to see 
what makes us tick.  
I guess this was the 

wake-up call I needed.  Since then, I have 
poured myself into restoring the Lyman.   

I’m also starting work on a 1956 Glaspar, 
16’ boat that needs fiberglass repair and 
repainting.  This is like a “re-boot” for me 
and I’m becoming more organized.  The 
next step is to get settled into a new work 
space.   

I used to be envious of the shops I had 
along my delivery route, watching the guys 
work.  That element of satisfaction in 
working with my hands was missing.  There 
are a lot of rewards in painting a hull 
gleaming white or being covered in dust, 
head to toe, while fitting new deck frames.   

I also have a cool hydroplane project in the 
works for a very patient customer. 

There’s a lot to be said for this restorative 
work and I  guess you could say I have 
been restoring myself at the same time.   

I’d like to add the CNY boat show will need 
help in February.  I’m looking forward to 
that project, too and working with all the 
great volunteers that make FLC’s presence 
such a success.  If you’re interested in 
helping out at the booth feel free to contact 
me at flwoodenboatrestorer@gmail.com.   

 

In the spring, I’m hoping to host a couple of 
work weekends where members can learn 
laminating, keel repair and re-canvassing a 
20’ 1930 motor canoe.  If anyone would like 
to have their boat used as a demonstration 
project, feel free to contact me.  Many 
hands make light work! 

Happy Holidays to all. 

  

mailto:dfcouch66@gmail.com
mailto:dfcouch66@gmail.com
mailto:flwoodenboatrestorer@gmail.com
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To Resurrect a Chris Craft Capri 
John acquired a 1958, 19’ Chris-Craft Capri in the late summer of 2015, finding it in desperate need of restoration.  John is 

chronicling what he’s learned and progress he’s made along the way.  Fully committed to a complete restoration, we’re happy to 

share his story.  For more detail, check out John’s blog:  www.capriproject.com.   This article is the sixth in an ongoing series. 

John Abbett 

W hen last we wrote (Brightwork, September, 2017), 
the bottom was complete and the side planks were 

removed.  Since then, a few side frames have been 

replaced with new wood.  These were the frames which 
previously you could push a pencil through with no effort.  I 
duplicated them by taking patterns before I removed and 
threw them away.  Two of the three bad ones fell apart 
when I did remove them so I’m glad I took patterns first!   I 
coated three more planks with CPES (a penetrating sealer 
that soaks in and hardens into an epoxy) to make sure 
they would hold up. 

After each frame was cut to shape, I put it in place and ran 
a thin straight board (batten) along it to ensure that it was 
still a fair curve everywhere.  Anything just slightly off can 
be fixed when sanding the side planking, but it’s a lot of 
work when it’s more than just a 16th of an inch or so.  
Certainly, you don’t want to take off much planking 
thickness as it weakens the hull.   

The side stringers were next.  I evaluated each for rot.  

They were all bad near the stem, and even 
worse at the keel.  The ones that were behind 
the spray rail were bad, as were the hull planks 
and spray rail itself in that area.   

I wanted to save as much as I could so I 
removed the ends from each one at a different 
frame at the bow, staggering the joints.  In order 
to match the originals, I rounded over each on 
the internal face.   

The originals have several thick coats of paint 
on them which certainly give them “character”.  
To match, I’ll put a few coats of a heavy primer 

The boat is shown still “keel-up.”   This shows some of the new 
side frames just before planking and all the clamping needed to 
counter this compound curve. 

This is where the stringers attach.  It has to be right on 
the money or it just doesn’t work! 

http://www.capriproject.com
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FLC’s Dick Sherwood 
Opens 2018 Lecture 

Series at FLBM 
“The Fay & Bowen Story” 
 

The Finger Lakes Boating Museum has asked 
Dick Sherwood to speak on The Fay & Bowen 
story.   

Dick’s presentation will discuss this Geneva 
based operation which operated as the Fay & 
Bowen Engine Company.  The firm produced 
their own line of internal combustion engines 
and boats over a span of 30 years from 1900 to 
1929.  This presentation will begin at 7:00pm on 
Thursday, January 18th at the museum in 
Hammondsport, NY.   No reservations are 
required for this event. 

As part of its mission, The Finger Lakes Boating 
Museum schedules free monthly lectures of 
historic interest in Finger Lakes boating through 
it’s education arm “The Finger Lakes Boating 
Academy.”   The location of the lectures rotates 
through the Finger Lakes area and the schedule 
is available at the FLBM website  https://
www.flbm.org/lectures. 

The Story Of Rebuilding An Old Boat    

which was bad, a bad apple in the barrel I guess, doing what 
bad apples do.   

This deck chine piece connects the deck to the sides and has 
frames attached to it.  Since it’s structural, I took a long break 
to contemplate how to fix this.  There are a lot of intersecting 
points going through this bad board and I knew I was risking 

the boat losing shape if I wasn’t  
careful in taking it apart. My choice 
was to leave it in until I get most of the 
sides framed in order to give it some 
strength, or, I could simply do it now.  I 
compromised.  I put temporary 
strengthening boards in and chose to 
replace it now while it’s easy to get to.    

The next step is addressing more of 
the topsides restoration.  Stay tuned 
for details on replacing the deck chine 
and starting the planking process. 

 

 

on with a brush to help the new ones match 
and look like they have been there a while.   

I’m always conscious of the risk I run in 
replacing so much rotten wood.  The fear is 
the boat will look “new” when it’s complete.  
I’m afraid that it won’t have the same charm if 
it does.  That’s my 
internal battle which 
occurs during each step 
of the process.   

The stringers had to be 
steamed to make the 
curve at the bow and lots 
of clamps were used to 
pull them into the correct 
position.  These narrow 
boards wanted to twist, 
so each one had to have 
clamps not only holding 
them to the frames but 
counter-twisting them so the future planks 
would land flat on them.   

The location and fit of the stringers’ 
attachment to the stem is very tricky.  They 
must be just right or the planks won’t fit 
correctly.  The trick is to use a batten to 
simulate a plank and move it around while 
adjusting the rabbit until it works.   

A small block, of plank thickness again, is 
used to check your angle and depth of the 
stem rabbit.  There are lots of ways to cut 
this, but I simply used a mallet and chisel and 
took my time.   

Once the stringers were fastened in place 
using copper nails, the screw holes in the 
remaining old stringers needed to be filled.  
While an easy job, it does take some time.  
For each old screw hole, a new one has to be 
drilled to the exact size of a dowel rod with 
the rod glued in place and trimmed flush.  It 
takes a while because there are thousands of 
holes to fill.  It would have been easier to 
replace all the stringers as it is more effort to 
keep the original wood. 

I was ready to begin planking the sides so it 
was time to start searching for lumber.  I need 
enough clear African Mahogany for the sides 
and the deck in order to have it all match.   

Unfortunately, in the process, I found that one 
of the deck chines was bad, so bad that I set 
a hammer on it and a huge chunk fell off.  It 
looked fine, but it was completely rotten.  The 
rest of the boards along the desk were solid 
for some reason. It was just this one board 

“The fear is, the boat will 

look “new” when it’s 

complete.  I’m afraid that it 

won’t have the same charm if 

it does.  That’s my internal 

battle that occurs during each 

step of the process.”   

http://www.flbm.org/lectures
http://www.flbm.org/lectures
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    Blythe Jakubowski             A Teen’s Take On Boats    

  20 Columns Done—Now a Turn to College 

Happy Holidays!   It’s my senior year and time for me to officially shift gears as I start looking to college 
season.  My teenage take on boats is just about wrapped up.  I thank you all so much for this amazing 
opportunity and all your compliments and support throughout my years of writing.  I decided it’s time to pass 
the baton to the next teen, for their inspirational take on boats.  I’m asking for submissions to Tom Beardsley 
at beardsleytom@att.net if anyone happens to be interested.  Thank you again for such fun over these years!  
I can’t wait to see how this column grows and develops as I pass it along. 

Editor’s Note:   It’s hard to imagine that 20 issues have been published since Blythe started her column in March 
of 2013.   Blythe’s piece was one of the first efforts by Brightwork to give voice to the younger contingent of the 
boating community and she delivered in spades.  Her contributions were always fresh, relatable and entertaining.  
We’ve attached a few of photos from some of her past columns here. 

Thank you, Blythe and good luck in college.  Send a letter to the editor once in a while, keeping us posted on your  
adventures.   

 

If any younger reader would like to contribute to Brightwork, either in an official column or the occasional piece, 
please feel free to send your ideas to the Editor.   And as always, we are open to any and all ideas from everyone 
for consideration. 

 

Tom Beardsley, tom@tombeardsley.com or beardsleytom@att.net 

mailto:beardsleytom@att.net
mailto:tom@tombeardsley.com
mailto:beardsleytom@att.net
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The 2017 FLC “Fall 
Outing” attracted about a 
dozen folks who made 
the trip to 
Hammondsport, NY on 
October 14.  Featured in 
this outing was the 
Finger Lakes Boating 
Museum.    All were very 
impressed at the 
accomplishments of the 
museum in just three 
years and its potential for 
further growth.  A tour of 
the museum’s exhibits 
and facilities took just 
about two hours under 
the guidance of FLBM 
President Ed Wightman. 

The weather was 
remarkable and although the 
peak of the color season 
hadn’t been reached, lunch at 
Bully Hill Winery was icing 
on the cake. 

Many thanks to Nancy 
Wightman for her assistance 
in coordinating the plans for 
this outing. 

Serious Algal Blooms Need Serious Attention   

Continued from Page 4 

soil from construction sites, waste from septic 

systems, fertilizers, pesticides and chemicals. 

Even leaves and grass can have a negative impact 

if washed into a waterbody.  

Make no mistake, what we do in the ‘shed, 

ends up in the Lake. 

By the time the watershed water reaches the 

Lake, it is loaded with a lot of additional 

compounds, including nutrients (specifically 

phosphorus and nitrogen) which fuel the HABs.  

In addition to this nutrient loading, there are 

other influencing factors including lake water 

temperature, stratification, and motion.  

It’s time we all became Watershed Aware. 

We are OWLA (Owasco Watershed Lake 

Association), a growing group of concerned 

citizens and volunteers on a mission to restore the 

health of Owasco Lake, and improve water quality 

and water management throughout the watershed. We 

need your help. 

We are calling on environmental scientists, innovative 

thinkers, private and public sectors to research, then 

devise, test, and implement workable solutions.  

We are calling on you, landowners of all types, to become 

aware of your watershed impact and commit to best 

practices that are geared to minimize it.  

We are calling on all of the Associations and 

Organizations that are focused on water quality 

throughout the Finger Lakes to join forces and work 

together so that we can get to the answers faster. 

We owe it to ourselves and future generations to restore 

and protect Owasco Lake and the Finger Lakes.  They 

are OUR most precious natural resource. We can and 

must do better. 

You are all invited to join OWLA (OWLA.org) and 

become part of the solution. 

FLC Members Explore Finger Lakes Boating Museum 

http://www.owla.org
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It is worth noting that Brightwork has again received 

recognition from ACBS, International.    

This marks the fourth time the FLC newsletter has been 

called out (1998, 2007, 2013 and 2017).  Since 2012, 

ACBS has made the awards based on the size of the chapter 

the newsletter serves.   At the annual meeting in Racine, 

WI (Sept 6 –9, 2017), Brightwork received the “Best 

Publication for Medium-Size Chapter.”    

The awards have been awarded by ACBS at the annual 

meeting since 1985 “to recognize the effort of our chapters 

and their publication editors in 

communicating with members.    

Blackhawk Chapter was awarded 

with the best publication for a 

large chapter.   

We’re proud of the honor but 

humbled at the same time.   A 

successful newsletter, like any 

project, is the sum of its 

contributors.  The editors have a 

lot of help.    

We have input from our regular column contributors.  Rick 

Nelson has taken over space once held by Rob Kidd.  Dave 

Couch has covered a variety of subjects and Blythe 

Jakubowski has submitted delightful outlooks with her 

“Teen’s Take on Boating.”    

For the past 6 issues, we have been held in rapt attention 

with a serial on the rebuilding of a Chris-Craft Capri by 

John Abbett.  This has received a lot of attention and great 

comments.    

Photos are submitted by a lot of 

people and ideas for stories  come 

in often.    

The thing is, this is a chapter 

newsletter, a group effort, 

reminding us we are all stewards 

of tradition and history.   

Photo by Rick Nelson 

Brightwork Again Honored with ACBS Publication Award 

FLC Annual Meeting Covers Elections and History 
Two new board members were officially added to the 
Finger Lakes Chapter at the annual meeting and dinner on 
November 18 at The Springside Inn. 

Howard Skinner was elected to the vacant Second Vice-
President position and Jim Moore was introduced as the 
new treasurer. 

Thirty-six members, future members and guests were 
briefed on a number of upcoming projects, a review of the 

September ACBS 
International Boat 
Show and Annual 
Meeting in Racine, 
WI and elections. 

Dave Couch 
outlined the plans to 
install a FLC 
chapter display 
at the Finger 

Lakes Boating Museum in Hammondsport.  Key to this 
display will be the famous “Stern Desk” unless it is 
needed for FLC events such as the Skaneateles Boat 
show where it’s always found at the foot of the pier.  

Janice Miller gave a quick report on the ACBS 
meeting and Rick Nelson showed members the award 
for “Best Publication of a Mid-Sized Chapter” awarded 
to FLC for Brightwork in Racine. 

Tony Mollica was the guest speaker for the evening with a 
presentation on Higgins Boat 
Works.  Andrew J. Higgins was a 
boat builder in the New Orleans 
area just prior to WWII and 
quickly re-tooled for war effort.   
Tony spoke of Higgins’ ingenuity 
and energy as he designed and 
build landing craft, PT boats and 

more.   Tony, accompanied by Arnie Rubenstein and John 
Paddock, visited the WWII Museum in New Orleans earlier 
this year.  This visit included a ride in a restored PT boat on 
Lake Ponchatrain.  Arnie and John are still smiling about 
the ride powered by three 1500 Packard V-12 engines!   

FLC President Rick Nelson noted the evening as a great 
night of dining, making new friendships and renewing old 

ones while learning 
more about an 
underappreciated 
element of boating 
history that leant so 
much to the success 
of World War II. 
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Celebrating 50 Years in 2018, Mid Lakes Navigation Is a Tradition 

Of Dinner Cruises, Mailboats, Canal Trips and More in CNY 

By Tom Beardsley 

In 1968 the Skaneateles Mailboat operation almost came to 

a screeching halt.   In service for years, the operator of the 

company, Don Stinson of Skaneateles, was about to hang it 

up.   Saving the 

day came a 40 year 

old golf course 

guy, with roots on 

the Skaneateles 

shoreline, who 

figured 

mailboating on 

Skaneateles Lake 

couldn’t end.    

Peter Wiles, grandson of Gustav Stickley, spent summers at  

“The Pumphouse” on the east shore, about one mile from 

the village.  Just a 

couple years 

earlier, Peter had 

built and opened a 

golf course and 

restaurant in 

Borodino.    

To him the loss of 

the mailboat service was unconscionable.  So, he bought 

the Pat II from Mr. Stinson and started Mid Lakes 

Navigation in the summer of 1968 and mail service 

continued. 

The contract 

for delivering 

mail on the 

lake is through 

the United 

States Post 

Office and it is under the umbrella of “Star 

Route # 13000.”  Mid Lakes holds one of 

about 54 waterborne mail routes throughout 

the country.  These routes have been in 

service since 1873 according to the postal 

service.    

Wiles kept the mail service going.  He 

added some sightseeing tours and then an 

employee, Curt Feldman, talked him into a 

new idea of a “Dinner Cruise.”   There were some funny 

moments.  Dinner orders used to be phoned into the 

Borodino Country Club kitchen and delivered from the 

kitchen down the hill to the boat in an old, rickety 1950’s 

something Willy’s Jeep.   The brakes failed one day and the 

dinners, each in their stryofoam boxes, floated into the lake 

while the Jeep bubbled from the lake shore.  While the 

dinners were soggy, no one was hurt. 

The Miss Clayton II soon joined Pat II and Mid Lakes 

now had a fleet.  The Packet I was added on the canal 

(for a short-time) and Mid Lakes started operations in 

multiple locations.   The Packet 1 was replaced with 

the Emita II which continues to operate on the NYS 

Canal System and has been seen from Lake Champlain 

to Buffalo, Hudson, NY to Watkins Glen and Oswego 

(known for dinner cruises near Baldwinsville).   The 

Barbara S. Wiles was launched in Skaneateles with great 

flair in 1981 from the Genesee St. Bridge!   The Judge Ben 

Wiles was added in 1986.     

Mid Lakes is now operated by all five of Peter Wiles, Sr.’s 

children:  Sarah, Peter, Libby, Hattie and Dan.  They have 

added a marina in Macedon, just east of Rochester in 

Wayne County.  From there, the 

company is operating nearly a 

dozen “hire-boats”,  iconic in their 

design and appearance.  Individual  

parties can rent and operate these 

boats along the western NYS 

Canal System.     

Mid Lakes sold the country club in 

1978, moving all operations 

and its base to Skaneateles. 

When the Finger Lakes 

Chapter looked at moving 

the annual boat show to 

Skaneateles, Mid Lakes was 

instrumental in helping with the 

original docks, breakwater 

installations, and technical 

assistance.    

It is with deep appreciation that the 

chapter recognizes Mid Lakes and the Wiles family for 

what they do for the community, boating and 

historical awareness.    

Emita II on the Canals 

Mid Lakes Marina in Macedon 

“The Judge” at the ACBS Int’l Show in 2015 

A “Hireboat” in Rochester 
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NO VISIT TO 

SKANEATELES  

IS COMPLETE 

WITHOUT A VISIT TO 

DOUG’S FISH FRY 

It’s the Holidays!  Let’s Have a Party! 

 

 

Annual FLC Holiday Party  

Bluewater Grill in Skaneateles   

December 10, 4—7pm 

$25 per person.   

RSVP with 

payment to 

Rick Nelson 

 

Includes one drink 
and lots of food 
with a carving 
station, assorted 
hors d'oeuvres 
salads, pasta and a 
great dessert 

2017 

Must Respond by December 7.  

Contact Rick at  315-253-7057 

http://www.thesailboatshop.com/
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News Bitts… 

A  special note from Membership:   Please check and make sure your email address is up to date.   
Membership is noting there have been a number of problems lately in communications because of 

address misspellings, out-of-date extensions along with other challenges. 

Remember:  If you ever had a “verizon.net” address with FLC or ACBS it is no longer valid.    

Best bet?   Go to the directory and check the address the way it’s listed.  Or, simply email a note to Dick Sherwood 
(flcboats@aol.com).  Your correct email address can then be clipped and compared. 

D on’t forget—Boater’s Safety Course.  Having a certificate to operate a boat in NYS is the law for anyone born 
after 1996.  Exceptions include rentals, as long as a detailed orientation is provided by the renting company.   

Find a full schedule of approved courses at the NYS Parks and Recreation website:  https://parks.ny.gov/recreation/
boating/safety-courses.aspx.   This list includes links to the Coast Guard Auxiliary, Power Squadron and others. 

T alk about antique boating!  New York State’s Canal sesquicentennial continues.   In 1818, 
construction on the original Erie Canal was feverish.  Towns were springing up along the 

route, surveyors were marking where the waterway would go and construction teams were 
working their way both east and west from the center of the state.  Entrepreneurs of all types 
were cashing in, some even building their canal boats in dry fields, waiting for the day the water 
came to them.  Find a complete list of events on the Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor 
website, www.eriecanalway.org. 

D on’t forget the Lighting Regatta!  100 years of Lightnings and they’re coming to 
Skaneateles this summer.   The resources page of the lightning class website features the 

history of these amazing racing / family boats written by two Skaneateles residents (and boaters) 
http://www.lightningclass.org/resources/historyLightning/historyLightning2.asp     

FLC will be helping out and volunteers will be needed.  Save the Date! 

H onor Flight’s Syracuse Chapter is looking for veterans to participate in this great program.  FLC member John 
Paddock is also a member of this program and says the organization that flies WWII and Korean vets to Wash-

ington, DC is setting up another trip.  Honor Flight is a not-for-profit organization.  It started in Ohio and quickly 
teamed with Honor Air of Hendersonville, NC to fly our nation’s heroes to see the memorials in Washington.    

Please contact John with information on veterans who may be interested or for more details on this great program.  
The next flight is scheduled in April.   www.honorflightsyracuse.org. 

V olunteers Needed.    The CNY Boat Show runs February 15-19 at the 
State Fairgrounds in Syracuse.  FLC will once again have a display in the 

horticulture building where we are always besieged with questions.  It’s a great 
place to learn of others’ interest in this hobby, help bring in new members and, 
take a moment to wander around and see what’s really new.   Booth staff has 
free admission to the show.  Contact Dave Couch:  dfcouch66@gmail.com. 

S kaneateles, our permanent home for the FLC Boat Show, will see an even better show in 2018.   It will be our 40th 
Annual Boat Show and 24 years at Clift Park.   

In the meantime, be sure to stop by this holiday season at the 24th Annual Dicken’s Christmas with caroler’s, costumed 
characters, music, sleigh rides and all kinds of events—as well as some of the best shopping. 

mailto:flcboats@aol.com
https://parks.ny.gov/recreation/boating/safety-courses.aspx
https://parks.ny.gov/recreation/boating/safety-courses.aspx
https://parks.ny.gov/recreation/boating/safety-courses.aspx
http://www.eriecanalway.org
http://www.eriecanalway.org
http://www.lightningclass.org/resources/historyLightning/historyLightning2.asp
http://www.honorflightsyracuse.org
http://www.honorflightsyracuse.org
mailto:dfcouch66@gmail.com
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The Dock Market 
For Sale:  1958 22’ Century Raven, all original.  Second 
Owner for the last 34 years.  Original 6 cylinder Chrysler engine 
(rebuilt), 134 hp.  Complete with aluminum tandem axle float-on
-trailer.  Offered at $25k.    Jim Davis, Pittsford, NY  585-721-
8205    jdavis171@frontier.com                                   NEW 1217 
 

For Sale:  1927 27’ Fay & Bowen, Puffin III.  
This Finger Lakes built boat has been in 
covered storage for most of its life in Ashland, 
NH (fresh water).  A Torpedo style hull, the 
boat has been meticulously maintained in a 
bright finish.  V6 engine, 20g fuel capacity.  
$60,000 OBO.  Mark and Kathy Closson.  617-
797-0997   kathyclosson@aol.com    NEW 0617 
 

For Sale:  Boat-quality cedar plank, 18 ft long by 14 3/4” x 5/8”.  
Purchased from lumber yard years ago but never used.  Stored 
late on rafters.  $50 takes all.  robertshanebrook@yahoo.com  
(Rochester, NY)             NEW 1216 

 

Barn Sale:  Boats include Skaneateles Company Comet sailboat 
in very good condition, ready to sail.  Fourteen ft. Ark Traveler 
aluminum / fiberglass runabout.  Fourteen ft. Texas Maid 
aluminum finned runabout.  MFG Lyman-like 15’ runabout.  
Twelve ft. wooden trout boat and several others, too.  Many older 
outboard motors including very collectible Mercury’s and 
Wizard’s from the ‘40’s and ‘50’s, as well as early Muncie, 
Champion, West Bend, Scot Atwater, etc.   Dick Curvin.  315-
729-4666.  (Moravia, NY)     NEW 0616 

 

For Sale: 1931 Garwood Triple 22 ft  Model 22-35 ,  One of 
only 8 made in 1931 , only 2 known to exist today. Excellent 
condition and shows well. Older restoration, New, no soak 
bottom, excellent top sides, nice chrome and interior. Originally 
powered by a 125 hp Chrysler Imperial 6 cyl engine. Currently 
powered by a similar-era Chrysler 6 cyl. Twin axle road-worthy 
trailer with fresh paint.  $72,500. OBO . Multiple ACBS show 
winner . E- Mail for photos and info to 
steve@shehadirug.com  or call 315 472 6397  Skan., NY    0615 

 

For Sale: 1971 Karlesen 280 Class Hydroplane, 19 
ft  Awesome inboard Hydroplane! Completely rebuilt and 
campaigned on the vintage race circuit for several years. Nick-
name was Broken Bullet. Powered by a reliable 305 Chevy small 
block engine pushing nearly 300 hp. Ramp launch trailer, so no 
need for a crane. NY registered, equipped with muffler - but can 
be removed and have the original 10-in. stacks. Nice package; 
ready to rock.  $9,500 OBO E- Mail for photos and info to 
steve@shehadirug.com or call  315 472 6397 Skan., NY     0615 

 

For Sale: 1992 Hoffman SST 45 Tunnel Hull Race boat, 14 
ft.   Perfect SST45 rig for the hobbyist  or someone looking to 
get into SST45 racing! This Hoffman hull was built in Norfolk, 
VA and known to be a competitive design. Nice shape; recent 
cosmetics and rigging. Evinrude SST 45 factory racing engine 
runs well. Enclosed cockpit and collapsible sponson tips. Custom 
trailer.  This racer is a real head-turner and displays well at the 
shows. $6,500 OBO. E-Mail for photos and info to 
steve@shehadirug.com  or call 315 472 6397.  Skan., NY  0615 
 

For Sale:   1954 Johnson Outboard.  5.5 hp, includes 6 gal. 
tank.  Runs, good condition.  Make Offer.  585-889-9635  
(Rochester, NY) REV  0616 

 

For Sale:  Rare 1927 20-ft. Gesswein Sportabout (hull #7) 
with original 6 cyl. Van Blerck engine.  Twin cockpit with 
unusual facing rear seats.  Brass hardware & leather upholstery.  
Boat & engine fully restored; both in excellent condition.  
Beautiful boat, could be award winner.  Custom trailer.  Asking 
$35,000.  Sue Giovannetti,  802-434-3059 or 
sueag@hotmail.com   REV 0616 
 

For Sale:   Many outboard boats – Penn Yan, Arkansas 
Traveler, Yellow Jacket, Texas Maid, MFG, etc.  Also, many 
off-brand motors such as Scott-Atwater, Champion, Muncie, 
McCulloch, Oliver, West Bend, etc.  Dick Curvin.  315-729-
4666 (cell).   (Moravia, NY)                                           NEW 0613 

 

For Sale:  1904 18ft+ Fay & Bowen [style] launch with 1909 
Paulson motor #21.  Original canopy with brass hardware.  Full 
restoration in 1995.  Excellent trailer included.  Boat and motor 
were in water and running then.  Multiple ACBS show winner.   
E-mail for photos and info to steve@shehadirug.com $9,500. 
OBO.  Steve Shehadi (Skan., N Y)  315-472-6397w   REV   0615 

 
 

Submit new ads, corrections or deletions to Dick Sherwood at 
flcboats@aol.com .   

Listings are at no charge, although priority is given to members 
first.  Non--members (of FLC) may be listed as space permits.  

photos may be included, space permitting. 
 

Please notify us when your ad is no longer current!  
Please let us know if this ad resulted in the sale! 

 

Remember:  “Dock Market” listings are always free.   Check Great Deals in the Dock Market. 

Advertising Space Available 
in Brightwork 

Support Antique Boating,  The Community 
and Your Business 

Reach Your Customers—Affordably 

With a Brightwork Display Ad! 

 

Call Howard Skinner, Advertising Coordinator:  

hskinnerj@gmail.com 

Full Page:  $ 100 / issue or $ 300 / year  
1/2 Page:   50  /  issue or       180  / year   
1/4 Page:   25  /  issue or       100  / year 
1/8 Page:   10  /  issue or         40  / year   

 

Agency Copy Always Accepted or We Can Help Design 

mailto:kathyclosson@aol.com
mailto:robertshanebrook@yahoo.com
mailto:steve@shehadirug.com?subject=1931%20Gar%20Wood%20Triple
mailto:steve@shehadirug.com?subject=1971%20Karlesen%20280%20Hydroplane
mailto:steve@shehadirug.com?subject=1992%20Hoffman%20SST%2045
mailto:sueag@hotmail.com?subject=1927%2020'%20Gesswein%20Sportabout
mailto:steve@shehadirug.com?subject=1904%2018ft%20Fay%20Bowen
mailto:flcboats@aol.com
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A Boater’s Noel 

By Jack Gifford 

We come, once again to the Yule Season when thoughts of old boating may dim 

The lights and the glitter and friends all a-twitter with parties, presents and fun 

 

Those wonderful times of Christmas chimes and carolers singing Noel 

Touches the soul with each special role we all remember so well 

 

But deep in the heart there still smolders a spark of springtime and boating to come 

Of placid lakes and dockside bakes with family and friends gathered ‘round 

 

We sit in the chair with a deep trance-like stare into space as we picture the day 

When the snow is all gone and we finally see lawn and put all our shovels away 

 

That sweet-smelling day we again make our way to the barn where the old girl resides 

When we roll back the door, put the tarp on the floor and gaze once again with pride 

 

But alas, it’s still cold and the north winds bold as they push the snow down the lanes 

The wind’s eerie moan sends a chill to old bones and rattles the window panes 

 

So we sit by the fire and gaze with desire at the picture we’ve painted there 

Of boating runs and dockside fun and Adirondack chairs 

 

But for now we must bide and keep inside our wishes for summer’s return 

For it’s Christmastime with carol’s rhyme and Yuletide Logs to burn 

 

So we’ll send warm thoughts to all you old Salts 

‘Til springtime comes and then 

 

We’ll meet at the docks, slip the lines through the chocks 

And begin boating season again 

 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all 
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1321 E. Genesee St. at the Village Line.  Skaneateles. 

315-685-2700               www.wirthsautomotiveinc.com 

We Love Antique Boaters!   Stay With Us!  

Trailer Parking On-Site 

One Mile West of Skaneateles 

4239 East Genesee St. Rd, Auburn, NY  13021 

 
www.skaneatelesinn.com        info@skaneatelesinn.com 

Susan Dove, Owner                                           315-685-5751 

Open All Year 

The Skaneateles Inn is Open All Year! 

http://www.wirthsautomotiveinc.com/
http://www.bfinsonmarine.com/
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Protect Your Antique Boat 

And Other Things Important to You 

Adams Insurance 

Since 1900 

We Look Forward to serving your insuring needs with 

“Service and Integrity” 

44 South Street, PO Box 460 

Auburn, NY   13021 

315-253-8461 

Engine Remanufacturing 
in Rochester 

High quality work by professional machinists with marine engine 
experience.  We will bring your engine back to original 
performance condition and offer upgrades like hardened seat 
valves for today’s gasoline.  Special show detailing, polished 
aluminum and brass, and rebuilding of generators, carburetors and 
transmissions are also available. 

Pictured:  A Pair of Recently Restored Liberty’s 

Drake Engines, Inc. 
2285 Ridgeway Ave. 

Rochester, NY  14626 
Ph:  585-723-1333     Fax:  585-723-1078 

www.drakeengines.com 

Gift Giving 
Made Easy!  
Good in over 400 
Skaneateles Area 
Businesses! 

Available at the Skaneateles Area Chamber of Commerce,  M&T Bank,    

Mid-Lakes Navigation, 1st National Gifts and Pomodoro 

Call 315.685.0522 or visit Skaneateles.com                            
Skaneateles Area Chamber of Commerce   *   22 Jordan St., Skaneateles, NY   13152 
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NUTOP SALES 
Marine Canvas & Upholstery 

Experts on New Canvas or Upholstery for 

Restored Antique and Classic Boats. 

3653 Hayes Road, 

Baldwinsville, NY  13027 

On the Erie Canal 

www.nutopsales.com      

nutopsales@gmail.com  

Custom Covers Joe Peta:  315-622-2852 

Extend Your Boating Season 

With a Custom, NuTop Canvas 

More than 100 years of combined experience. 

Other Services Include: 

Shrink-wrapping 

Winter Storage 

Floor and Carpet replacement 

Screen and clear vinyl repair 

 www.sammutwealth.com 

http://www.sammutwealth.com/


19   Brightwork, September 2017 

 

 

Full Service, In-House Mechanical—All Engines & Outboards     

Indoor / Outdoor Storage     Boat Repair     Transportation & Haul-out     Season Commissioning 

Corey Birchler  info@precisionmarinecny.com  Dan Birchler      

Looking for a Great Gift for a Boater?  

Consider Any of Our Service, Storage and Outfitting Packages. 

 

Have the Best of Holidays This Season 

We’re Always Happy to Hear From ACBS Members! 

2398 State Route 174,  Marietta, NY   13110   www.precisionmarinecny.com    315-882-8545  

 

Award-winning restorations     Custom Boatbuilding     Spar Building     Sail-

boats, runabouts, small craft     

Specialties: precision carpentry,  complete refinishing and Brightwork of 

anything marine 

315-730-8514   Fayetteville, NY 
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To learn more, call  

518-494-2966 

Or visit 

www.garwoodcustomboats.com 

20 Duell Hill Road, 

Brant Lake, NY   12815 


