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From the President                      Jack Gifford 

Welcome Aboard!  Chapter Membership:  172 
New Members 

William Kissel,    Lake Placid, NY 

Letters… 
Hello! 
Thank you for the lovely article in your 10 questions column.  I 
like the photo and the swallow – I’ve had the older one I sent 
you on my desk since then, reminding me of the other chapters 
in my life.  Fun! 
The quality and writing in the newsletter is wonderful and I’m 
certainly happy to read all the Mid-Lakes stuff.  I really look 
forward to more info about Pat II during the war and to seeing 
her come back to life. 
Nice notes about Dennis and Kaye.  So young… 
I’m sitting here at the office looking at the latest snow storm.  
“Vulcan,” of all names!  But, they are predicting 40’s by 
Saturday.  I’m really ready for summer and Brightwork gets me 
in the mood! 
Sarah Wiles 
Mid-Lakes Navigation 

Hi Folks.   
This issue marks summer’s beginnings after a 
seemingly endless spring of rain, cold and wind here 
in Central New York.  Experience has taught us that 
winters and springs like these will be a distant 
memory and the joy of preparing boats for re-
introduction into their natural element (water) will 
make it all worthwhile.  These are the days we’ve 
breathlessly awaited. 
This coming year promises to be both challenging and 
exciting for FLC.  Planning is well underway for our 
36th Annual Boat Show (our 20th year in Skaneateles).  
I know that, for many of you, this is the highlight of the 
boating season.  We all look forward to renewing old 
friendships and making new friends each year. Your 
Boat Show Committee is working diligently to insure 
that your experience at this annual event will be 
memorable.  As always, we can use extra hands so if 
you feel you would like to help at the Show please call 
Boat Chair Teddi Myllymaki at 315-635-3634 to 
volunteer or fill out the form enclosed with this issue. 

 
As many of you know, we have been more than a 
year in planning for the 39th ACBS Annual Meeting 
and International Boat Show, to be held this 
September at the Skaneateles Country Club.  In 
anticipation of this, SCC has purchased new docks 
which means that the available slips for our event will 
number well over 100.  There will be another 50 boats 
on land display and the “Field of Dreams” will display 
boats for sale.  We expect exhibitors from all over 
North America in attendance.  We will need 
volunteers for this event, too.  Please consider taking 
time from your busy schedule to work a few hours 
with great friends enjoying the opportunity to get “up 
close and personal” with these classic boats from a 
bygone era.  Contact Janice Miller at 315-382-2924 or 
me at 315-382-2831 for additional information. 
 
Jack Gifford, President 
Finger Lakes Chapter, ACBS 

About the Cover: 
For the second year in a row, Jay 
Brooks is the featured artist for 
FLC’s annual boat show poster.  
Jay’s work has also been chosen 
for this year’s ACBS International  
Meeting and Show poster.  
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June 7  9th Annual Silver Lake Dust Off (classic glass, alum & wood) — Perry, NY 

June 8  FLC Board of Directors 2:00 pm  The Creamery, Skaneateles 

June 21 Opening the Finger Lakes Boating Museum to the public — Hammondsport 

July 12  Fulton Chain Rendezvous — Old Forge 

July 12  Chautauqua Lake Antique & Classic Boat Show — Bemus Point, NY 

July 18  37th Annual “User” Boat Show — Alexandria Bay 

July 20 FLC Board of Directors 2:00 pm  The Creamery, Skanearteles 

July 18—20 Wine Country Boat Show—Hammondsport (Keuka Lake) 

July 25—27 Finger Lakes Annual Boat Show — Skaneateles 

Aug 1—10 50th Annual Antique Boat Show and Auction — Clayton 

Aug 8—9 Lake Champlain Antique & Classic Boat Show — Burlington, VT 

Aug 16  Annual N.E. Pennsylvania—Harvey Lakes Show — Harvey’s Lake, PA 

Aug 17 Boat Show Wrap-up meeting — TBA 

Sept 14 FLC Board of Directors  2:00 pm  The Creamery, Skaneateles 

Sept 15 Opening of Events for ACBS Annual Meeting and Int’l Boat Show — Skaneateles 

Sept 18—21 ACBS Annual Meeting & Int’l Boat Show — Skaneateles 

Sept 24—28 Wine Country’s Annual Fall Trip— 1,000 Islands 

Oct 19  FLC Board of Directors 2:00 pm  The Creamery, Skaneateles 

Nov 22  FLC Annual Meeting (tentative)  —  TBA 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 

Brightwork is the quarterly newsle er of the Finger Lakes An que and Classic Boat Society, Ltd., a.k.a. the Finger Lakes Chapter of the An que and Classic Boat Society, Inc., and is published for the benefit of 

Finger Lakes Chapter members.  Publica on dates are March 1, June 1, September 1 and December 1.  Ques ons, submission of ar cles or story ideas for publica on, le ers to the editor, noncommercial 

adver sing, etc., are welcomed and should be sent to: Brightwork Editor, FLC –ACBS, PO  Box 1022, Skaneateles, NY  13152.  Email:  Tom Beardsley; tom@tombeardsley.com, 315‐263‐8906. 

Commercial adver sing copy and ques ons should be sent to Bob Myllymaki, 7783 Gloria Dr., Baldwinsville, NY  13027 or anteekbotr@aol.com, 315‐635‐3634.  The Finger Lakes Chapter general mailing 

address is also at:  PO Box 1022, Skaneateles, NY  13152.  The Chapter’s employer iden fica on number (EIN) is 3452140. 

Finger Lakes Chapter, ACBS    2014 Corporate Officers 
 

      President      Jack Gifford  315‐703‐7531  jmgiff@verizon.net 
      First Vice President    Tom Carman  607‐754‐4181  namraclab@aol.com   
      Second Vice President   Dave Couch  315‐224‐6993  dfcouch@yahoo.com 
      Treasurer      Beth Pier    315‐651‐9111  bethpier57@gmail.com 
      Secretary      open position  

Directors 
  Barb Carman  607‐754‐4181  namraclab@aol.com            Rob Kidd    315‐635‐6187  bobert8232@yahoo.com 
  Tony Mollica  315‐482‐3612  asmollica@aol.com            Bob Myllymaki  315‐635‐3634  anteekbotr@aol.com 
  Rick Nelson  315‐253‐7057  owascohawk@aol.com            Dick Sherwood  585‐265‐1518  flcboats@aol.com 

Directors at Large 
  Jack Miller    607‐227‐9866  jamiller150@hotmail.com        Arnie Rubenstein  315‐637‐8522  arniebbd@aol.com 
 
Boat Show Chair:      Teddi Myllymaki       315‐635‐3634     myllymakitj@aol.com  Membership:     Dick Sherwood  585‐265‐1518     flcboats@aol.com 
Newsletter:       Tom Beardsley       315‐263‐8906     tom@tombeardsley.com  Ship’s Store:       Barb Carman       607‐754‐4181     namraclab@aol.com 

Immediate Past President 
Janice Miller     (2008‐2010)    315‐496‐2924    jmillerarch@gmail.com 

Past Presidents 
        Rob Kidd    (2005‐2007)   Jack Miller    (2003‐2005) 
        Roger Townsend   (1998‐2003)   Scott Beuhler  (1998) 
        Arnie Rubenstein  (1996‐1997)   Dick Sherwood  (1992‐1995) 
        Susan Beuhler  (1988‐1991)   George Zeth  (1987) 
        Jim Brennan  (1984‐1986)   Bob Myllymaki  (1982‐1983) 
        Syd Marsden  (1979‐1981)   Ford Knight  (1977‐1979) 

Charter Members 
  Ford Knight, President   Syd Marsden, Vice President    Richard Morehouse, Jr., Treasurer    Kristine Marble, Secretary
  John Barnes  Mary Ellen Bond  Jim Brennan  Josephine Brown  Fred Curry   Jerry Feltus   Harold Flagg
  George Hyatt  Gloria Hyatt  Ron Jasper    Allyn Morehouse  Bob Myllymaki  George Zeth 

 
Chapter Website:  www.acbs‐flc.org 
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Rob Kidd                         Spotlight On Members 

The Collaboration     
In the mid-seventies, Dave Strobino, of 
Clayville, NY was visiting a magazine store 
when he first noticed a new magazine 
called WoodenBoat.  He has bought every 
issue since to learn more and more about 
wood boats and their construction. 

Early on Dave noticed ads in Woodenboat  
for boatbuilding classes offered at the 
magazine’s home base in Brooklin, ME.  He 
signed up for a class and enjoyed himself 
so much that he would take nine more 
classes over the years.  With the skills he 
learned, Dave began building small, simply 
constructed boats building up to the 
construction of his diesel-powered 27' 
cruiser, Martha V. 

Martha V was a design Dave had in his 
head before he sat down with Bob 
Stephens, one of Dave's boatbuilding 
school instructors.  Dave showed Bob a 
series of pictures he had collected showing 
different features and design elements that 
he would like incorporated into his new 
boat.  Bob drew up a set of plans and Dave 
got to work, 
having the boat 
ready to launch in 
2005. 

Dave brought 
Martha V to 
several area 
classic boat shows 
where he had the 
chance to get 
acquainted with 
local restorer 
Hamilton (Ham) 

Armstrong.  Through conversations aboard 
Dave's boat, the two men learned they 
shared many thoughts on modern wood 

boat construction.  This led to their 
collaboration in building a prototype.  The 

dream was to build the boat on a limited 
production basis. 

They decided not to duplicate a design 
from yesteryear.  Instead, they combined 
classic runabout styling elements with a 
modern hull and made a commitment to 
use advanced construction methods to 

produce a comfortable and seaworthy boat 
which would, of course, be handsome, too. 

The inspiration came from a design 
named "Tomcat."  This was penned by Ken 
Bassett who designs and builds boats at his 
shop in North Hero, VT.   
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A Barn Boat or 
A New Boat    
By Claire Armstrong 

There are some tough 
decisions to be made when 
you pursue your passion for 
boats. Do you want the canter 
of a sail or a gallop across 
open water with the grumble 
of a motor echoing in your 
ears? Are you a risk-taker that 
sees an old boat squirreled 
away in your neighbor’s barn 
and then tackle a daunting 
restoration?  

You may have even tried that 
restoration idea once or twice. 

In one of those barns, looking 
at those kinds of boats, Dave 
Strobino and Hamilton 
Armstrong decided on a 
different approach, taking 
everything they love about the 
classics but without the 
headaches and the nasty 
surprises.  Why not build a 
boat? 

Dave picked up ideas from 
WoodenBoat  and took some 
classes in Maine.  Ham was 
across the country, working on 
sailboats in San Diego until 
opening his restoration shop 
in 1988 here in upstate New 
York.  Dave’s work is 
highlighted in the article to the 
left, but Ham built a number of 
boats, including a lapstrake 
Tancook Whaler, and a 19’ 
cold-molded yawl. 

Combining their skills, they 
knew they wanted something 
lightweight, capable of bass 
boat speeds and with a bit 
more flair. Dave wanted to try 
his hand at a runabout.  Ham 
had seen his share of barn 
rescues and was ready for 
something new.  

Wood/epoxy construction was 
the ticket. Dave had 
experience with the cold-mold 
technique.  Ham  

 

Continued page 11 
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Have I told you how much I cherish my Lyman?   From the 
moment I first saw her, I knew it was a relationship which 
would last a lifetime.  This 16 foot outboard was my first 
successful attempt at owning and using a wooden boat.  
Boating was not new to me.  I have worked on hundreds of 
boats over the years, but owning one was new territory.     

Shortly after we met, I had her floating on an Old Forge 
pond, surrounded by twenty or so beautiful wooden boats.  
This was my first introduction to a wooden boat show and I 
would soon realize the value of this hobby is not just 
working with wood but building friendships. 

Jack Gifford and Arnie Rubenstein 
were walking the park in Old 
Forge.  Jack introduced himself 
and complimented me, “That’s a 
nice Lyman.”  He was being kind.  
The paint was faded, the varnish 
was dull and the canvas was a little dirty.  I had just 
purchased the boat and was showing her “as is.” 

That was six years ago.  Almost immediately, I joined the 
Finger Lakes Chapter of ACBS.  For that I am grateful.  I 
have met some great people and have made many lifelong 
friends.   

I have to admit my first Skaneateles show was totally 
intimidating.  There were plenty of shining mahogany boats, 
polished classics and nicely appointed antiques.  The 
judges expertly examined each craft to the detail.  I gulped, 
thinking, “I am out of my league.”  But, over the next few 
hours, members introduced themselves, talked about 
boating and the butterflies disappeared.  I really enjoyed 
the weekend. 

Since then, the organization has become a huge part of my 
life and wooden boating in particular has become a part-
time career.  My goals have shifted but one of my major 
priorities is to introduce as many interested boaters to 
ACBS as I can.  Many of my boat restoration customers are 
now members of ACBS and FLC.  I like to think I had a part 

in encouraging their membership.   

I enjoy becoming friends with my clients and seeing them 
get involved with the aspects of this hobby.  It was a real 
thrill to watch John Gottchalk beam as we cruised along in 
his restored Century, his family watching from shore.   

Hank Gadgio brought his family to Clift Park during the 
Finger Lakes Show to admire their Lyman Islander, 
restored after years of dry storage.  We heard rich stories 
of how the boat played a prominent role in many summer 
seasons. 

One of the most memorable projects was preserving Tom 
Fairhurst’s father’s 1940 Hughes 
rowboat with a plywood laminated 
hull.  His dad had spent summers 
with the boat, fishing and camping 
in the Adirondacks.  Tom wanted to 
surprise his parents by having the 

boat on display at the Skaneateles show when they came 
to visit.  Well, the tears flowed as they recognized the boat.  
Tom ran home and grabbed a couple rocking chairs off the 
porch and the rest of the day was spent with his parents 
next to the boat, sharing sweet stories and summertime 
memories.  

I could go on with a dozen more stories from friends I have 
met and boats I have helped to restore.  It is stories and 
memories which make history and that is what our 
organization is all about.  One of the best parts of the boat 
shows are the family stories at each display and exhibit.  It 
seems this personal touch really makes a difference in 
interest and probably membership.  To me, the basics of 
building our chapter are simply one new member at a time.  
It’s just like restoring a wooden boat, one part at a time.  

 

My appreciation for wooden boats is deeper than the 
woodwork, paint, varnish or the business.  It’s about the 
new friends I have made and the common interest we all 
enjoy.  I look forward to meeting you this summer.   

We have a exciting boating season this year with our annual show at the end of July and the ACBS International Meeting and Boat 
Show, too.  We always need volunteers and exhibitors are always warmly welcomed.   
The September event will certainly be an unforgettable and very special week.  Hold the dates of September 14th thru the 21st.   
Whether for a few hours, a day or the entire week, we can use your help.   It’s also a great chance to enjoy the show, share your pride in 
the Finger lakes and our ability at hosting this highly esteemed event. It’s always good to receive feedback and suggestions on the 
organization.  At the show, introduce yourself to any board member or contact us anytime.  Email and phone numbers for all officers 
of the group are in the masthead on page 2.  You can find me directly and send any suggestions and thoughts you may have:   
dfcouch@yahoo.com. 

Dave Couch                       Restorer’s Corner 

 Building Something Special 

Stories and memories 
make history and that 
is we are all about 
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By Doug Vittum 
 
The Sunnyland Chapter Antique and Classic boat show is the 
largest in the country.  Generally drawing around 200 in-water 
boats and now in Tavares, this Florida show has become home 
to ACBS fans from around the world.   The last weekend of 
March sees these boats in sheltered waters on a winding dock.  
Boats are backed into the fingers along the main pier and 
represent craftsmanship from more than one continent.   
Doug Vittum and his wife are, by their own admission, snow-
birds.  Tavares is only about 1 ½ hours from their winter home.  
This is their story of exploring the 2014 show.    
 
It wasn’t forecasted to be a great weekend.  Showers were 
predicted on both Friday and Saturday, but this is Florida in the 
spring and occasional rain is part of the menu. 
We made plans to meet up with John and Bonnie Ford of Union 
Springs (FLC / WCCB) at the show site in Tavares and tour the 
show.  I hadn’t been to this venue before.  My last visit to the 
Sunnyland show was when it was held in Mount Dora, several 
years ago.  Tavares was a nice surprise. 
The R/V campground is on the west end and an easy walk to the 
docks where John was waiting.   Immediately impressive are the 
new aluminum docks.  These are wide, big, safe, handicap 
accessible and, of course, floating.  A great venue for a boat 
show.   Placed along a slightly curving shoreline, fingers reaching 
into the channel allow the boats to be backed in with a very 
traditional view for the public. 

We started on “C” dock and 
immediately came across two 
very rare Donzi boats.   Both 
are I/O’s, pictured here with a 
1961 model on the left and a 
1966 boat on the right.  

This is a show with boats from 
all over the world.  It really 
shows ACBS as a truly 
international organization.   
We found a couple of Italian 
Rivas.   Immediately to the right 
is a glass Riva.  A classic 
wooden Riva with a rounded 

transom is below. 
A beautiful Canadian-built Shepard 
outboard wasn’t very far away.   
We saw a number of Lyman’s, built 
in Sandusky, Ohio throughout the 
show.  A couple of our favorites are 
pictured at the top of the next 
column.  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At The Country’s Largest Antique Boat Show 
Some CNY Friends and Many Cool Boats 

“We were awed by a 
Chris-Craft Cobra, 
powered by a Cadillac 
engine with twin 4 bbl 
carbs.  This just breathed 
power.”  

My favorite of the show was a 1924 24’ Wise Boat and Bus 
Works vessel – owned by the grandson of the builder.  Its 
“crinkled” patina varnish made it look barn-fresh.  There’s 
more about this boat at www.boatwise.blogspot.com and at 
www.medum.com/auctions/lot_detail.cfm?LOT_ID=MO1010
-99645  
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The weatherman was right about 
Saturday.  Temperatures were a bit 
lower, down to the low ‘70’s.  The 
skies were a heavy overcast and 
the threat of rain seemed high.   
Undaunted, John and I set out mid-
morning to continue our review. 
 
We found Dick Newcomb’s 
(WCCB / FLC) Precious Time 
resting nicely.  Captain Gil Grant, 
a former WCCB member was 
there with Wooden Lady.  And 
finally, we found Dick Newcomb 
in a nice Gar Wood a few docks 
away.  Dick was staring at his 
phone, looking at weather, then 
immediately jumped up to install 

canvas.  Ten minutes later the rain started and it built in intensity, 
forcing everyone under cover.  Lightning tore 
threw the sky, winds tossed palm fronds and 
anything 
which 
was 
loose.  

All this lasted close to 
an hour.  There wasn’t 
any real damage.  In 
Florida we get weather 
like this and then it goes away.  John and I figured, “It’s a boat 
show.  Water is part of a boat show.” 
 
We did get a kick out of the 
“Field of Dreams” trading lot.  
There had to be at least 30 
boats in this lot – some of 
them almost turn-key dreams 
and some seemed to be 
nightmares ready for kindling.  We 

imagined the conversations, 
“Honest Honey, I can have this 
restored by Christmas.  This is 
an easy job, I’m pretty sure.”   
Uh-huh.   
One boat had a sign on 
it...”Best offer by noon Sunday 
takes it all” (the trailer was like 

new, the boat was not).  Other boats included everything from an 
8’ inboard yacht tender to a 30’ Gold Cup raceboat. 

We saw a perfect vintage Johnson 
V50...the only motor ever known to 
get worse gas mileage than the V75 
version that came out later.  The 
beautiful V50 was attached to an 
equally beautiful 1960 Glasspar G-3 
ski boat.  Originally an outboard, this 
G-3 is clearly a custom.  There were at least 25 Glasspar’s on 
display here, all models and years. 
The spotty showers continued until about 3:00 and some were 
pretty heavy before finally stopping.  The sun poked through and 
people started coming out from underneath tents, inside cars and 

from the cabins of some boats. 
A Gar Wood Speedster 
motored out shortly after the 
rain and headed toward Mount 
Dora.  A gator glided through 
the weeds between docks A 
and B. 
 

The vendors were something to see, too.  There was one with a 
retro travel trailer, a real beauty of an antique.  There were period 
radios in wooden casings.  Wooden water skis, tow-ropes, gas 
tanks, lines, canvas fenders and more.  And, there was an antique 
ice cream truck which actually operates. 
The land displays were as intriguing as the boats in the water, 
sometimes even more-so.  
And among these land displays was a very rare and very nice 
“Tupperware” boat, a 1956 
Evinrude Lark, 15 foot, with 1956- 
35HP Lark motor… I believe it is 
one of only three ever made.   
The stern fins have lights in them 
and the interior is amazing with a 
helm like an airplane. 
There was a vendor selling custom 
trailers.  One had a “Conestoga” top that slides over the boat.  
The trailer also lowers down to the ground, allowing easy 
launching in shallow water.  The boat on the trailer is a super rare 

Grand Isle. 
 
A William Hand original 
really caught our eye.  This 
beautiful launch has some 
stunning hardware and let’s be 
honest…  is there anything 
made today as beautiful as 
this? 

 
This was a great show at a great venue and it was good to run 
into several old friends in addition to the Fords.  Even the 
weatherman couldn't dampen our enjoyment.   

Miss America IX, a winner 
of the Gold Cup and the 
first boat to exceed 100 
miles an hour was also 
within the first few boats 
we saw. 

A beautiful 22 foot Chris 
Craft sedan came all the way 
from Lake Tahoe 
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                  The Challenge 

Blythe Jakubowski               A Teen’s Take On Boats    
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 The Cold Water 
Challenge was one of 
the only trends I was 
trying to avoid here on 
Keuka Lake. Not 
because I wasn't all for 
the cause (raising 
money and awareness 
for breast cancer)....but I 
wasn't all for (hence the 
name) cold water.  
Every year during spring 
someone is nominated 
to jump in the water. 
That person then has a 
video taken of 
themselves jumping in 
the lake. The video is then posted on Facebook. Each 
jumper then nominates three other people for the challenge 
and so on and so forth. There is a catch: you only have 24 
hours to jump and if you don't, you are supposed to donate 
100 dollars to breast cancer research.  By the third day of 

the challenge I had been 
able to stay on the down 
low and avoid being 
nominated. Until, one 
Saturday afternoon, I 
was tagged in a video 
nominating me to jump. 
After seven minutes of 
crying, I called my best 
friend, who had also 
been nominated, to 
come jump with me. As 
expected, it was cold.  
Very cold.  So, we  had 
the great idea to jump in 
again to see if it would 
feel warmer...it didn't. All 

in all it was a good time and I was glad I did it, even though 
it was only 45 degree water. 
 
Later that week, two of my best friends nominated my mom 
and dad to do it, too…  Guess who owes money. 
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Skaneateles has been home to the Finger Lakes Chapter Boat 
Show since 1995.  But, the first show was in 1978, at the Allan 
H. Treman State Marine Park in Ithaca and the next year at the 
Ithaca Yacht Club.  Producing a boat show is a formidable task, 
particularly for a young club.  The Finger Lakes Chapter had just 
been formed in 1977 at the Deerhead Inn in Seneca Falls.   

From 1980 to 1984, the group commandeered the canal wall in 
Seneca Falls.  Brewerton was the site in 1985 and 1986.  There 
was no show in 1987.  In 1988 and 1989 the event was held in 
Emerson Park on Owasco Lake (the site of the former Deauville 
Park).  From 1990 through 1994, the FLC boat show was part of 
the new Harborfest in Oswego.  The festival expanded rapidly 
and the need for a better FLC venue clear.   

The chapter approached Bill Eberhardt at the Sherwood Inn  and 
Bill Murphy of Key Bank.  The first show in Skaneateles took 
place over the last weekend of July, 1995.  The Skaneateles 
Chamber of Commerce has remained a strong partner ever since 
due to the efforts of Sue Dove, executive director for 17 years 
and her predecessor, Barbara Spain. 

The show has found its home on what William H. Seward called, 
“the most beautiful body of water in the world” ever since. 

Skaneateles is the site of numerous other events throughout the 
year.  There is “The Skaneateles Festival,” which hosts world-
renowned musicians in August along with the Antique Festival, 

the Curbstone Festival 
and numerous sailing 
regattas.   In the winter, 
the area hosts hockey 
tournaments, WinterFest 
and the annual “Dickens 
Christmas” which, 
coincidentally, just 
celebrated its 20th year. 

20 Years in the “Gateway to the Finger Lakes” 
This summer is particularly auspicious for 
Skaneateles.  The Finger Lakes Chapter of 
ACBS will host their parent organization’s 
annual meeting.  The ACBS International 
Meeting and Show will take place in the area 
from September 14th through the 21st.  Events 
at the Skaneateles Country Club begin on 
Wednesday, September 17th.  Meetings and 
show will take place at the club on the west side 
of the lake, 1 mile south of the village center.  
The club’s permanent docks will be the site of 
the show as the community docks are removed 
just after Labor Day.  

Many readers will find an insert with this issue 
specifically addressing the ACBS meeting and 
events.  Further information is also available 
from the ACBS website at www.acbs.org. 
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NO TRIP TO 

SKANEATELES 

IS COMPLETE 

WITHOUT A VISIT TO 

DOUG’S FISH FRY 

High quality work by professional 
machinists with marine engine 
experience.  We will bring your engine 
back to original performance condition 
and offer upgrades like hardened seat 
valves for today’s gasoline.  Special show 
detailing, polished aluminum and brass, 
and rebuilding of generators, carburetors 
and transitions are also available. 

Call and ask for Al, Bill or Jim. 
Drake Engines, Inc. 
2285 Ridgeway Ave. 
Rochester, NY  14626 
Ph:  585-723-1333     Fax:  585-723-1078 

ENGINE REMANUFACTURING 

Pictured:  A Pair of Recently Restored Liberty’s 

Rob Kidd     

   Continued from page 4 

Bassett sells his designs and Dave and Ham paid him a 
a visit in North Hero discuss their desire to build a boat 
looking similar to Bassett’s “Tomcat.” They explained 
they wanted something more seaworthy with greater 
length, beam and improved seating comfort.  Ken agreed 
to draw up a set of plans and wheels were set in motion 
for Dave and Ham. 

    With completed drawings in hand, Dave began lofting 
the lines of the boat and in January, 2013 Dave and Ham 
began with construction of the frames. This boat employs 
what are known as ring frames where the bottom, side 
and deck frames are assembled as a complete unit.  
Then, marine plywood is bonded to both sides. This 
feature is an important part of the boat's monocoque 
construction,  yielding an extremely strong and 

George Morse, Union Springs died on May 12, 2014  at 
the age of 87 in attendance by his family at Ithaca 
Medical Center. 

   Former FLC member and director at WCCB.  Staunch 
advocate of canal boating and boating in general.   

   In Union Springs, George lived most of his retirement 
in a portion of his “boat barn.”  An avid restorer of 
boats, his pride was an ELCO cruiser called “Tydamar.” 

   A party honoring George’s life will be at the Ithaca 
Yacht club on June 22, 11am—6pm. 

 Passages                      

lightweight hull. The bottom of the hull has lifting strakes 
and what's known as a "padded Keel." These features 
minimize the boat's wetted surface at speed and 
contribute to higher top speeds. 

    Above the waterline, Dave and Ham have 
incorporated their favorite classic design elements which 
include a vertical stem and barrel stern. Unusual are the 
covering boards which are widest at the stern and taper 
toward the bow.  

    Dave and Ham intend to have their boat ready for 
display in September at the ACBS International Show in 
Skaneateles where everyone can take a close look at 
their fine woodworking skills and perhaps even place 
an order for one.   
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Decisions…                  Continued from page 4 

had just built two skuas and became enamored of the ease of plywood.  

They then turned to designer Ken Basset.  Many of his designs, like the Rascal have been featured in WoodenBoat.  They started in 
a basement and got to the point where the next step would have been the removal of the house or moving the boat project to a barn.  
They found a barn. 

Ham and Dave planked, epoxied, and epoxied again. The familiar sweeps and curves of a runabout took shape, from vertical stem to 
barrel stern.  

To top it off, Ham put his many years of planking to use and shaped a graceful mahogany deck. As a 135 hp engine awaits this beast 
of a boat, that beautiful brightwork may only be a glimmer on the horizon once it planes.  

The project should be complete this June and the boat is expected to be at both of the Skaneateles shows this summer. 

NICHOLS RESTORATION 

Full line of restoration services. 
Contemporary or traditional construction. 

 
Wooden boats bought and sold 

315-595-2576 (D)/ 315-595-2297 (E) 
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FLC Workshop Series Launched at Sailboat Shop in April 
It truly was a “dark and stormy night” when ten hardy 
souls braved the incessant rain and chilly temperatures of 
April 29 to attend the first FLC Workshop Series.  Held at 
The Sailboat Shop in Skaneateles, Chris Mele from Pettit 
Paint Company was the guest speaker.  Chris discussed 
different finishes which “old boat aficionados” might use 
during a complete restoration or just the annual top coat 
application that might be applied each season.  His 
comments were not limited to wood boats.  Also of 
interest were his comments on different finishes which 
could be used on glass hull restoration projects. 

The workshop series is the brainchild of John (Mick) 
Barnes of FLC.  The programs are designed to have 
people share stories and experiences, good and bad.  
These sessions provide opportunities to learn from others 
and discuss workable solutions to common problems.  

The next meeting was held at the end of May at Armstrong Boat Works in Fayetteville, after Brightwork’s deadline.   The 
topic scheduled was on “scarfing a plank.”   

This series is hoped to become a regular event and the schedule will be found in future issues of Brightwork and on the 
site’s webpage, www.acbs-flc.org. 

Skaneateles Returns a Town Constable to the State Boat Launch 
For many years, Bruce Silvers, a Southern Cayuga Central 
Schools science teacher, spent his summers helping boaters and 
directing traffic at “The Boat Launch” while serving as a part-
time Skaneateles Town 
constable.  

Silvers’ position was year 
‘round  with a variety of 
duties.  He was most visible 
to boaters when the launch 
was busy. Silvers retired from 
the town a few years ago, 
leaving some big shoes to fill.    

The town hired  Tom Adessa 
as a replacement.  The job’s 
focus had broadened to 
include court security, landfill patrols and other items.  The 
attention to the state launch ramp lessened.  It appeared 
duplicating the role of Silvers (who lives next door to the ramp 
and didn’t mind pitching in on weekends) was difficult. 

The town of Skaneateles hired a second constable this spring, 
helping in part to provide coverage at the ramp.   It’s expected the 
new assistant, Charles Augello, will help at the ramp throughout 
the summer as well as during the FLC boat show. 

Silvers says  the new constable can expect to collect some 
“launch-ramp-stories.”  One of Silvers’ favorites was a premature 
launching of a 26’ Sport Fisherman on the asphalt, 30 yards from 

the water.  It took several hours and the help of a local tow truck, 
but the boat was inched to the water and set afloat with only a 
few scuffs on the gel-coat.  All the while, Silvers was able to 

direct traffic around the 
incident and nobody was hurt. 

Silvers says his favorite 
weekend, hands down, was the 
Skaneateles  boat show 
weekend.  He found the FLC 
launch crew friendly, 
professional and fun to be 
around.  Silvers acknowledges 
the job has become more 
involved in recent years and 
thinks the second constable will 

allow a more regular presence at the launch.  This will be good 
news for the FLC weekend and the ACBS show in September.   

The ramp is owned and maintained by the NYS Department of 
Environmental Conservation.   Recently, DEC installed a solar 
powered LED “yard light”.  This replaces a light which had been 
at the ramp but inoperative for the past several years.  

Silvers, on the other hand, hasn’t sat still.  Now retired from 
teaching but is still a professional photographer and remains a 
member of the US Coast Guard Auxiliary.  He still patrols local 
area waters and teaches boater safety classes.   
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The Dock Market 

For Sale:  Magpie, a 1940 Gar Wood 20’6” Utility.  103 hp 
Chrysler Crown, solid trailer.  
Multiple Best-in-Show winner.  
Stored indoors; ready to go.  
Expensive, but worth it.  Serious 
inquiries to John Wayman 
magpiegw@gmail.com       
(Rochester, NY)                                                           
NEW 0614 
 
For Sale:  1962 Switzer-Craft  “Shooting Star” with ‘62 

100hp Merc outboard. 
Beautiful, very rare boat.  
Only 30 1962 models 
produced.  Boat and motor 
fully restored.  Includes 
trailer.  Asking $27,000 
OBO. Arnie Rubenstein, 

315-445-3345  (Skaneateles, NY)   NEW 0614 
 
For Sale:  Two 6-Cyl. engines.  A 1931 6-51 Grey ($375.), and 
a 1932 6-75 Grey with dual ignition ($400.).  Both engines turn 
freely and are complete with transmissions.   
Bill Drake.  585-723-1333 (Rochester, NY)               NEW 0614 
 
For Sale:   1954 Johnson Outboard.  5.5 hp, includes 6 gal. 
tank.  Runs, good condition.  Make Offer.  585-889-9635  
(Rochester, NY)                 NEW  0314 
 
For Sale:  1937 Chris-Craft Utility.  17’ long, bottom believed 
to be original.  Repowered with a ‘50’s era Chris-Craft 4 cyl., 60 
hp engine.  Nice entry level boat, includes single axle trailer.  
Located in Watkinsville, GA   $9,000.   Danielle Hornsby.  678-
227-3653.  mdhornsby7412@gmail.com                    NEW 0314 
 
For Sale:  Dura Craft Aluminum utility.  All aluminum, not 
sure of year.  Too good to scrap.  Water ready, but could use 
TLC.  40 hp Sea Horse runs well.  $ 500.00 for motor, boat and 
trailer.  Ed  315-451-3593  (Cross Lake area)            NEW  1213 
 
For Sale:  1947 Chris Craft Deluxe Runabout, 17', 95hp, 
professionally restored, PERFECT,  copy CC boatowners' 
manual.  2003 replica Hacker, 18', 263hp, double cockpit, a 
prize.  Both with cover, trailer, stored inside and little used.  Call 
for full details/photos.  Moving.  315 246 0044            NEW  0613 

 
 

For Sale:  1940’s 36’ Chris-Craft Sedan Cruiser for parts. 
2 M-series engines, assorted hardware.  More.   Make offer on 
any or all.   Jay Dusky jaydusky01@yahoo.com         NEW 0913 

For Sale:   Many outboard boats – Penn Yan, Arkansas 
Traveler, Yellow Jacket, Texas Maid, MFG, etc.  Also, many 
off-brand motors such as Scott-Atwater, Champion, Muncie, 
McCulloch, Oliver, West Bend, etc.  Dick Curvin.  315-729-
4666 (cell).   (Moravia, NY)                                           NEW 0613 

 
For Sale:  1904 18ft+ Fay & Bowen [style] launch with 1909 
Paulson motor #21.  Original canopy with brass hardware.  Full 
restoration in 1995.  Excellent trailer included.  Boat and motor 
were in water and running then.  Multiple ACBS show winner.   
E-mail for photos and info to steve@shehadirug.com $14,500. 
OBO.  Delivery available up to 100 miles@ $2.00/mile.  Steve 
Shehadi (Skaneateles, N Y)                                        REV   0613 

 
For Sale:  185 HP Chris-Craft engine.   Completely rebuilt.  
New rings, bearings, cam, lifters and carb.  283 cu-in.  (Chevy 
Block)     
Mick Griffin, 716-662-1949 or MickG16@aol.com     REV 1213 
 
For Sale:  1949 22-ft. Chris-Craft U-22 utility.  Rebuilt 130M; 
new epoxy bottom 2004; rechromed hardware 2004; new blue 
upholstery 2006; waterline cover and excellent tandem axle 
trailer.  Used every year 3-4 times each summer.  Northern 
Michigan boat located in California, can deliver anywhere for 
expenses.  $32,500.  Arnie Schweer, 559-816-8461. 
 
For Sale:  Rare 1927 20-ft. Gesswein Sportabout (hull #7) with 
original 6 cyl. Van Blerck engine.  Twin cockpit with unusual 
facing rear seats.  Brass hardware & leather upholstery.  Boat & 
engine fully restored; both in excellent condition.  Custom trailer.  
Asking $35,000.  Sue Giovannetti, 315-947-5532 or 
sueag@hotmail.com  
 
For Sale:  1996 12-ft. Victory Swift.  Reproduction of old Penn 
Yan Swift; only 12 made.  Cedar and laminate.  25 HP Mercury 
Outboard, trailer and boat hoist included.  Asking $11,000. OBO.  
Bill Eberhardt, 315-217-8111 or admin@thesherwoodinn.com  
(Skaneateles, NY) 
 

Submit new ads, corrections or deletions to Dick Sherwood at 
flcboats@aol.com .   

Listings are at no charge, although priority is given to members 
first.  Non--members (of FLC) may be listed as space permits.  

Photos may be included, space permitting. 

1321 E. Genesee St. at the Village Line.  Skaneateles. 

315-685-2700    www.wirthsautomotiveinc.com 
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We are proud to help support the preservation and enjoyment of your timeless classics 

Pictured:   

22’ Lyman Inboard Runabout 

Manufactured from 1967 to 1970 with serial 
numbers from S1000-to S-1146.  This boat was 
available as a hard-top or soft-top.  Twelve boats 
were produced as “I-O’s.”  Of the 147 produced, 
several are still in service today. 

Our Mission 

To become the precision-machined product supplier of choice. 

Improve the life of our employees and enhance the community. 

We will surpass customer requirements using technology, 
training and ongoing process improvement through innovative 

team solutions. 

Selflock Screw Products Co., Inc. 

114 Marcy Street 

East Syracuse, NY   13057 

315-437-3367   www.selflockscrew.com 

Impact Your Business, 
 Impress Your Customers 
  Support Antique Boating 

Advertise in Brightwork 
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10 Questions...    

Sue Dove 
For the past 17 years, Sue Dove has been the Executive Director of the Skaneateles Chamber and the primary liaison between the 
Chamber and the FLC.  Anyone who knows Sue knows that her often behind the scene efforts at the boat shows have been integral 
to the success of the event.  This past May Sue stepped down from her post with the chamber to pursue a lifelong passion but not 

before Brightwork was able to get in a question or two about her love for the Skaneateles area and how some things come full circle. 

You are from the small town of Callicoon, New York (which, 
coincidently, is the same home town of boat show poster artist, 
Jay Brooks).  What brought you to Skaneateles?  

My family moved to Skaneateles when I was 11.  My folks had 
just purchased the Bird’s Nest Motel east of the village 
on Route 20. 

As kids, we are invariably asked, “What do you 
want to be when you grow up?“   What did you 
want to be?        

I wanted to teach.  I loved my teachers and I thought 
that was what I wanted to do.  I changed my 
mind once I got to college, but I was still able 
to teach along the way.  One aspect of the 
chamber position I found so rewarding was 
working with the volunteers and summer 
employees.  The chamber has put a lot of teens 
to work at the village docks over the summers. 

What did you study and where? 

I received a BS in Business Administration from Fredonia State 
University. 

You and your husband returned here not long after college.  
Did you immediately start with the chamber?   

We moved back to Skaneateles in 1996.  I 
taught SAT courses, coached hockey teams and 
managed an insurance office before becoming 
Executive Director of the Skaneateles Chamber. 

You have been the primary liaison between the Chamber and 
the Finger Lakes Chapter of ACBS.  How long has that been?  

I worked with the FLC team the entire time that I was Executive 
Director of the Chamber, the full 17 years!  The planning that 
goes into a show takes a full year so we are back to the drawing 
board within weeks of the last show.  The chapter and the 
chamber work together very well.  I’m sure it will continue to be 
a great rapport. 

Do you have a favorite boat show story?  

I don’t know if I have a favorite story but I wish I had an idea 
where the on/off switch was for the weather.  It would be nice to 
guarantee a storm-free weekend each year.  The craziest weather 
story was when, right before the Saturday night dinner, we had to 

pull boats out of the water and I raced to the Country Club to help 
dock boats amidst pouring rain and lightning.  It was pretty scary.   

Skaneateles has now been hosting the Antique and Classic Boat 
Show for 20 years.  To what would you attribute the 

success of this relationship? 

As with any endeavor, it is the people that make 
the difference.  We have been fortunate to have a 
great team of people who are passionate not only 
about boats but the idea of creating a vibrant and 
vital community.  Skaneateles is a natural fit for 
this boat show. 

Skaneateles will be hosting two major boat 
shows this year.  Is it ready? 

We are more than ready!  We are excited to host 
not only the annual FLC boat show but the 
ACBS International Show as well.  It is always a 
joy to bring awareness to this beautiful part of 

the world and to celebrate the heritage of boating in our 
community.   

This summer you are leaving the chamber and returning to 
family tradition of owning a hotel here in Skaneateles (The 

Skaneateles Inn on Route 20, formerly the 
Colonial Motel).   Any reflections upon your 
departure? 

My position at the Chamber has been so 
rewarding.  I have had the opportunity to work 

with so many wonderful people and working together we have 
been able to enrich our community and the region.   

And last but not least, what would a perfect day be for you? 

My perfect day would start off with breakfast at the Bluewater 
Grill with my family including my new great niece, Aria, who 
was born on our wedding anniversary.  Then off to the spa for a 
manicure and pedicure.  Then off to the lake for fun in the sun on 
the boat.   I would finish off the day with a relaxing dinner with 
my husband, Jed and some friends at one of the local restaurants 
– all are my favorites!! 

Brightwork and FLC wish to thank Sue for all her hard work over 

the years and best of luck in her new venture as owner of         

The Skaneateles Inn on 20. 
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By Tom Beardsley 

 In October 1963, on the southern 
shores of Cohasset Bay, a keel was laid for 
a tugboat now celebrating 50 years of 
diversity.  One can 
imagine winds blasting 
through the village 
southeast of Boston, but 
the builder could never 
have imagined where 
his boat would go. 

Chester L. Churchill, 
Jr., a World War II 
veteran and 
businessman, had a 
keen interest in 
steamboats.  This one 
was a John Gilbert 
design and he was 
building it at Charles 
Buttman’s boat shop. 

Chester Jr. was born in 1920.  He 
interrupted a Harvard education to serve in 
the Army Air Corp during WWII, 
finishing his degree after the war.  He 
worked in the maritime hardware business 
and then at his father’s well known Boston 
architectural firm before forming the 
Churchill Lumber Company.  (Chester’s 
father designed the Christian Science 
Monitor’s iconic globe on the publishing 
company’s headquarters in Boston.) 

But, this story is about 
Chester Jr.’s 36’ tugboat, 
launched on April 18, 1964. 

Churchill, Jr. was a bit of a purist and a 
member of the Steamship Historical 
Society.  The engine installed, though built 
in 1918 at the Naval base in Mare Island, 
California, was brand new and had never 
been used. 

Originally named Priscilla H. Churchill 
for Chester’s wife, this proud boat steamed 

around Cohasset Bay as Chester’s “get-
around boat.”   But sometimes romance 
wanes and for reasons not fully known, 
Chester repowered and renamed the boat 

within the first year.  A 
Ford Lehmann diesel was 
installed, but he kept the 
steam engine’s 
smokestack.  No reference 
to Priscilla remains.  The 
boat became the C.L. 
Churchill and the name 
has stuck. 

The next owner of the tug 
was a down-easter named 
Blair Lamont.  He took 
the boat to Camden 
Harbor in Rockland, 
Maine.  In service for both 
commercial and pleasure, 
it even served as a support 

vessel for the filming of Captain’s 
Courageous (1977). 

In 1979, Sherburne Shipyard and Museum 
in Vermont acquired the boat, bringing it 
to Lake Champlain as their harbor tug. 

Although it did work for 
each of the 25 seasons at 
Sherburne, a masterful 
and patient hand was 
required to maneuver 
the single engine tug 
around the confines of 
the harbor.  Often, a 
smaller and more spry 
vessel would do the 
majority of the work.  
By the end of the 
Churchill’s tenure at the shipyard, there 
were only 2,000 hours on the Ford 
Lehmann as the boat turned 40. 

Today, this wooden tugboat sports the 
same diesel engine and the “C” for 
Churchill remains on the sides of the stack.  
The C.L. Churchill has found its purpose 

as the venerable and constant companion 
of a boat named Lois. 

Lake Champlain Maritime Museum 
(LCMM), a historical interpretive and 
research museum in Vergennes, Vermont 
is an affiliate museum member of ACBS.  
In 2002, the museum started building a 
replica 19th century sailing canal boat and 
launched it in 2004.  This carefully 
researched canal boat was named the Lois 
McClure (the real Lois McClure is a major 
benefactor to the museum).  Not having 
any engines, Lois needed a partner and 
soon.  The first trip would go from Lake 
Champlain, down New York State’s 
Champlain Canal to the Hudson and on to 
Manhattan.  

The Sherburne Shipyard 
Museum, a good friend of 
LCMM, graciously donated 
the Churchill to the cause. 

Art Cohn, co-founder and former 
executive director of LCMM, is now the 
special projects director and the tug’s 

captain. He’s always with the Churchill 
and the Lois.   

Cohn says his logs show more than 6,000 
miles under the keels of both boats since 
2004 and the hours on the diesel have 
doubled to more than 4,000.  Through that 
time, the Lois and the Churchill have been 

A Classic, Wood Tugboat Pulls 19th Century History    
Through the Canals and Rivers of the Northeast 



literally attached at the hip nearly every 
mile of every tour, every year.  Epic 
voyages have been made to showcase the 
history of 19th century trade on waterways 
like the canals of New York State, the 
lakes and the Hudson River.   The design 
of the Lois is based on the painstaking 
research of similar boats found wrecked at 
the bottom of 
Lake Champlain 
by LCMM.  
Sailing canal 
boats were an 
efficient way of 
continuing a 
voyage after the 
boat left the 
confines of a 
horse-drawn 
canal.  The mast 
could be stepped and sails rigged to allow 
the boat continued passage to lake ports 
like Vergennes, Sherburne, Ticonderoga, 
Burlington, Plattsburgh and others. 

2014 continues the pairing of 
the C. L. Churchill to a new 
19th century canal boat, 
tugging the past into the 
future.   

The schedule for both boats this year will 
take the vessels on a 
tour entitled 1814; 
From War to Peace.  
The 2014 tour will 
begin in Canada and 
travel south on Lake 
Champlain, the 
Champlain Canal, 
Hudson River and on 
to New York City.  In 
late August the tour 

returns up the river, stopping at The 
Tugboat Roundup in Waterford 
September 5 – 7 where it will be the 
festival’s “Tug of the Year” and then back 
up the canal to its homeport in Vergennes.  

Information on the tour can be found on 
the museum’s website at www.lcmm.org 

 

 

The Lois McClure is always looking for 
volunteer crew.  These crew help every 
aspect of the tours from historic 
interpretation for visitors at ports along the 
way to the actual handling and working of 
the boat’s operations.   Locks require adept 
line-handling, and rigging the boat for sail 
requires many hands.  All of the work is 
under the supervision of Cohn and a 
professional captain on board the Lois.  
Accommodations for are on board and 
most meals are prepped in the galley.  
More information on the tour of the Lois 
McClure and the anniversary tug C.L. 
Churchill, can be found on the museum’s 
website www.lcmm.org. 
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Protect Your Antique Boat 

And Other Things Important to You 

Adams Insurance 

Since 1900 

We Look Forward to serving your insuring needs with 
“Service and Integrity” 

44 South Street, PO Box 460 

Auburn, NY   13021 

315-253-8461 

33 E. Genesee St. (M&T Bank) 

Skaneateles, NY  13152 

315-685-8929 
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