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From the President                      Jack Gifford 

Hi Tom,  
Hope all is well.  (March 2013) Brightwork looked great 
and an interesting read, great job! 
I have attached a volunteer interest form for the boat 
show to be an insert in the next Brightwork. 
Many thanks. 
Teddi Myllymaki 
 
Ed:  The interest form should be inside your copy of 
Brightwork.  Please call or email if you need another. 
 
Dear Tom: 
Brightwork looks as good as ever – which is saying a lot! 
I’ve enclosed an ad I’d like to run in The Dock Market. 
Thanks, 
Dick Curvin 
 
Dick- 
As a proud FLC member, I received my latest issue of 
Brightwork in the mail on Saturday.  What a great thing to 
see an article with the byline of young Blythe 
Jakubowski.  I assumed she was who I thought she was, 
but when she wrote "being the granddaughter of a die-hard 
antique boat enthusiast", I knew I'd found the Sherwood 
family!  
Congratulations on leading by example for her - with your 
many years of editorship at the helm.  She has big shoes 
to fill! 
 Regards, 
Jeff Rogers 

Tom & Anne, 
 Let me add my kudos to you guys for a job more than 'well 
done'.  The cover is magnificent and I like the way you 
carried the cover photo through the issue.  Pictures are 
great (everyone loves boat pictures) and the articles well 
placed.  I also like the use of color.  Really punches it up.  
Thank you for accepting this task and doing it so well. 
Keep 'em coming and please let me know if I can do 
anything to help. 
Jack Gifford 
 
Congratulations on a very showy and well done 
newsletter / magazine !!!  I love the variety of information 
and how easy it is to locate on each page.   
I’m also surprised at the amount of color you were able to 
use, it makes it exciting to turn each page. 
And compliments on the 10 Questions article.  You make it 
look fantastic and I am very proud to have been asked to 
be the first. 
Sue Kiesel  
 
Tom, 
I just wanted to compliment you on an excellent first issue 
of Brightwork. Great layout with lots of good information 
to help our members get ready for the 2013 boating 
season. Nice addition adding Bythe's column.  I think it will 
be great to get a teenager’s view of our hobby.  
I hope you have as much fun publishing Brightwork as Jill 
and I did. 
David Couch 

Hi Folks. 
 
With the FLC Boat Show just around the corner we 
are gearing up for what should be one of our best 
ever!  Since the announcement of the selection of 
Finger Lakes Chapter to host the 2014 International 
Meeting and Boat Show in Skaneateles, many from 
ACBS will be attending our Show this year.  We 
expect they will want to see for themselves what so 
many have known for years - we put on a pretty 
special Boat Show in a setting that’s hard to beat.  So, 
when you’re at the Show, please give these folks a 
warm welcome to our waters. 
 
And speaking of the 2013 Boat Show, we are still in 
need of volunteers, especially for Sunday afternoon to 
help with the teardown.  If you can help in any way  

 
please contact Teddi Myllymaki, Boat Show Chair, to 
offer your help. 
 
We are already making preliminary plans for the 2014 
International Meeting and Boat Show to be held in 
Skaneateles and will be looking for committee chairs 
and volunteers.  Please contact either Janice Miller or 
me if you wish to participate.  It will be an opportunity 
to get “up close and personal” with folks from all over 
the country and, of course, their magnificent antique 
and classic boats! 
 
See you at the Boat Show… 
 
Jack Gifford, President 
Finger Lakes Chapter, ACBS 

Letters… 
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June 8  Dock Day in Skaneateles!  All hands welcome and needed.  (Dock installation, Clift Park) 
June 9  FLC Board of Directors Meeting, 2:00pm, The Creamery, Skaneateles 
June 14 – 16 18th Annual Lake George Donzi Classic Club Dust-Off, Lake George, NY 
June 16 – 22 International Steamboat Flotilla, Clayton, NY 
June 20 – 23 ACBS quarterly meeting, Lake Hopatcong, NJ 
July 9 – 13 Wooden Canoe Heritage Association, Paul Smiths, NY 
July 13  16th Annual Chautauqua Lake Antique & Classic Boat Show 
July 13  23rd Annual Fulton Chain of Lakes Rendezvous, Old Forge, NY 
July 13—14 Finger Lakes Boating Museum Annual Boating Festival, Cayuga Lakes State Park, Seneca Falls, NY 
July 20 – 21 31st Annual Wine Country Classic Boat Show, Hammondsport, NY 
July 21   FLC Board of Directors Meeting, 2:00pm, Sherwood Inn, Skaneateles 
July 26 – 28 35th Annual Skaneateles Antique and Classic Boat Show, Skaneateles 
Aug 2 – 4 49th Annual Clayton Antique Boat Show and Auction, Clayton, NY 
Aug 17  2013 Lake Champlain Antique & Classic Boat Show – Burlington, VT 
Aug 17 - 18 Hudson River Antique & Classic Boat Show, Kingston, NY 
Aug 18  FLC Board of Directors Meeting, time and place - TBA 
Aug 24  40th Annual Lake George Rendezvous, Lake George, NY 
Sept 15  FLC Board of Directors Meeting, 2:00pm, Sherwood Inn, Skaneateles 
Sept 17 – 22 ACBS Annual Meeting & Boat Show – Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 
Sept 28  Tentative Date for Skaneateles Dock Day (dock removal & storage) 
Oct 20  FLC Board of Directors Meeting, 2:00pm, Sherwood Inn 
Nov 16  FLC Annual Meeting  Tentative  TBA 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
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Finger Lakes Chapter, ACBS 
President 

Jack Gifford……………………………………….…………..………315‐703‐7531 

First Vice President 

Tom Carman…………………………………………………...….….607‐754‐4181 

Second Vice President 

Teddi Myllymaki……………………………………………...….…..315‐635‐3634 

Treasurer 

Beth Pier…………………………………………..……………...…...315‐568‐1548 

Secretary 

Jill D’Antonio………………………………..…………………...…..912‐604‐4850 

Directors 

Barb Carman.…607‐754‐4181                                  Tony Mollica…315‐482‐3612                            

Bob Myllymaki...315‐635‐3634                                       Rob Kidd…315‐635‐6187 

Dick Sherwood....585‐265‐1518                                 Dave Couch....315‐224‐6993 

Directors At Large 

Jack Miller...607‐227‐9866                                   Arnie Rubenstein..315‐637‐8522 

        Membership                                                Ship’s Store 

Dick Sherwood....585‐265‐1518                  Barb Carmen….607‐754‐4181 

                      Boat Show Chair                                               Newsletter 

Teddi Myllymaki….315‐635‐3634              Tom Beardsley…315‐263‐8906  

 

Immediate Past President 

Janice Miller  2008 ‐ 2010….……………....………..…………….….315‐496‐2924 

Past Presidents 

Rob Kidd 2005  ‐ 2007 

Jack Miller 2003 – 2005                                       Roger Townsend  1998 ‐ 2003 

Scott Beuhler  1998                                             Arnie Rubenstein  1996 – 1997 

Dick Sherwood  1992 – 1995                                   Susan Beuhler  1988 – 1991 

George Zeth  1987                                                       Jim Brennan  1984 – 1986 

Bob Myllymaki  1982 – 1983                                     Syd Marsden  1979 – 1981 

Ford Knight  1977 ‐ 1979 

Charter Members 

Ford Knight, President                           Syd Marsden, Vice President 

Richard Morehouse, Jr., Treasurer             Kristine Marble, Secretary 

John Barnes            Mary Ellen Bond            Jim Brennan            Josephine Brown       

Fred Curry       Jerry Feltus       Harold Flagg       George Hyatt       Gloria Hyatt            

Ron Jasper             Allyn Morehouse             Bob Myllymaki             George Zeth 

 

Chapter website:   www.flc‐acbs.org 

Brightwork is the quarterly newsle er of the Finger Lakes An que and Classic Boat Society, Ltd., 

a.k.a. the Finger Lakes Chapter of the An que and Classic Boat Society, Inc., and is published for 

the benefit of Finger Lakes Chapter members.  Publica on dates are March 1, June 1, September 1 

and December 1.  Ques ons, submission of ar cles or story ideas for publica on, le ers to the 

editor, noncommercial adver sing, etc., should be sent to: Brightwork Editor, FLC –ACBS, PO  Box 

1022, Skaneateles, NY  13152.  Email:  Tom Beardsley; beardsleytom@a .net, 315‐263‐8906. 

Commercial adver sing copy and ques ons should be sent to Bob Myllymaki, 7783 Gloria Dr., 

Baldwinsville, NY  13027 or anteekbotr@aol.com, 315‐635‐3634.  The Finger Lakes Chapter 

general mailing address is also at:  PO Box 1022, Skaneateles, NY  13152. 

The Chapter’s employer iden fica on number (EIN) is 3452140. 

About the Cover 

This year’s poster is 
based on this original art 
by Jay Brooks of Pavilion, 
NY.  Jay’s work hangs in 
galleries coast to coast.   
See a profile on Jay in 
this issue on page 7. 

Corrections: 
The astute will notice phone numbers in the masthead have been corrected 
since the March issue.  Deepest apologies for any confusion.  Thanks to 
member Tony Mollica for being observant.   -editor 

Welcome Aboard! 
New Members: 

Jim & Barbara Krause of Rochester, NY 
Clifford Wolfe of Rocky River, OH 

 
Chapter Membership now stands at 174 

mailto:beardsleytom@att.net�
mailto:anteekbotr@aol.com�


Rob Kidd                         Spotlight On Members 
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Our spotlight is on the Freund family of Syracuse; Dave, 
Frieda, their children Mike, Jeremy, Tim and their 1970 
Lyman, “Tradition II”.  If you’ve ever displayed a boat at the 
Finger Lakes Chapter show, you’ve likely 
already met Dave and/or one of 
his sons who are all expert 
boat handlers.  All of them 
volunteer each year to help 
make our launch ramp 
service run smoothly. 

Before even owning a 
Lyman, Dave’s father Bob 
was a big fan.  He’d share 
“Lyman Stories” with the family.   Bob 
would talk of the boat’s attributes in how well they 
performed for friends and acquaintances who owned them 
while under adverse circumstances.  Eventually, Dave 
says, Dad’s message got through. 

Although he didn’t start out with a Lyman, Dave did favor 
lapstrake boats starting with a  15’ Thompson followed by a 
20’ Cruisers, Inc. boat that was in need of major structural 
repair.  This boat led Dave to Tom Koroknay, a specialist in 
lapstrake boat repair in general and Lyman restorations in 
particular.  Tom is known as “The Lyman Doctor” and has 
all of the original factory molds and jigs, obtained when the 
Lyman factory closed its doors.  In addition to his 
restoration work, Tom produces exact replacement parts 
for any Lyman from his shop in Lexington, Ohio.  He even 
wrote the book, Lyman Boats, Legend of the Lake.  

After looking over the Cruisers boat and seeing the extent 
of work needed, Tom and Dave both agreed this might be a 
good time to buy a good, used Lyman.  Tom led Dave to a 
1970 22’ cuddy cabin model that was all original.  It had 
even been delivered by water from the factory in Sandusky, 
Ohio to the original owner in Port Clinton.  Tom personally 
surveyed the boat and gave Dave the green light to buy it.  
Bringing the boat home meant finding a trailer to fit.  After 

some searching, three 
generations of the Freund 
family were on their way to 
Ohio, trailer in tow, to 
retrieve their first Lyman. 

Once home, Dave and his crew had their work cut out.   
The boat was structurally sound, but had received little 
cosmetic care over the years.  The engine was removed 
and bilge cleaning commenced with Dave spending 29 

hours scraping and scrubbing 30 years of accumulated 
dirt and oil.  Once clean, only two ribs needed 

attention on this otherwise perfect hull.  Up top, 
the factory had originally covered the foredeck 
with teak plywood which was showing its age.  
Dave decided to use teak plank stock this time 

around.  Once cosmetic item which survived the 
elements and time were the cuddy cabin seat 

cushions.  No doubt made of some miracle synthetic 
fiber, these cushions feature a ‘70’s-era plaid which is 

really something.  The remainder of cosmetic work 
consisted of lots of stripping, sanding, painting and 
varnishing.  

With the engine removed, everything mechanical was 
carefully inspected and found to be in sound condition save 
for a rear oil seal which was installed backwards.  This 
accounted for all of Dave’s work in the bilge. 

Six months after bringing the Lyman home, it looked new 
again and re-launched in July, 2000 on Otisco Lake.  With 
the exception of a faulty coolant hose, the Chevy 307 
performed flawlessly. 

The seaworthiness for which Lymans are known, together 
with the extra room interior and cuddy cabin, have made 
this the perfect boat for the growing Freund family.  After a 
few seasons of use, it’s clear everything their Dad had to 
say about Lymans is true.  Now there’s a new generation of 
the Freund family who might one day share Lyman stories 
with their own children. 

The Freund Family 



Dave Couch                       Restorer’s Corner 

Passages... 
Bill Gregory  see story page 12 

Nautical Wheeler 

So launch day has finally arrived and you have spent 
countless hours scrubbing the bilge, painting the bottom, 
tediously applying a couple coats of varnish and then 
polishing all the chrome. 

There she sits, glowing in the water, ready for the new 
season.  You turn the key, say a quick little prayer and hear 

the gratifying rumble of life.  
When she warms up you grip 
the steering wheel and 
suddenly feel in your hand 
another chip of plastic.  The 
wheel has developed another 
crack. 

‘I’ll wrap it in grip tape,” you 
sigh.  “As soon as I get to the hardware store It will be fine.” 

Repairing your steering wheel is this issue’s restorer’s 
tip. 

You’ll have to remove the 
wheel and any chrome or 
plastic accents, then wipe 
the wheel down with  a 
good degreaser or 
acetone and let it run into 
the cracks.  The next step 
is to grind all the loose 
plastic, getting into the cracks with a fine grinding disk. 
Take your time.  The results are worth it. 

Next blow it off and wipe again with acetone, then let it dry.  
Mix up a small batch of straight epoxy (I use System Three) 
and apply it to the damaged areas, making sure to get in 
the cracks.  Now mix another batch using a filler like West 
405 or 406 until it has the texture of  pudding.  Apply the 
filling into all the cracks and work it in. 

Once the epoxy is dry, sand it with 
120 to 150 grit until it is smooth.  
Pay close attention to the bottom of 
the wheel, that is where the nubs 
for the fingers are.  Gently sand to 
shape and again wipe down with 
acetone and let it dry. 

Now, coat the wheel  with a fine layer of fairing filler to fill all 
the little imperfections.  I use a 3M product called “Icing” 
and you can get it at any auto body supply.  It is easy to 
work with, sands well and is made for marine applications. 

Now that your wheel is taking shape again it’s time to paint.  
Degrease again,  wipe with a tack cloth and apply a 2 to 3 
coats of high build primer.  When dry, sand the wheel  with 
320 to 400 grit and then wipe down with solvent and tack. 

For the final paint colors I have had good luck with a high 
gloss 2-part automotive  paint like Del Fleet.  I have found it 
to be durable and 
you don’t need to 
clear coat.  I also 
have great results 
with Crylon plastic 
paints.   Apply light 
coats, allowing it to 
tack between coats, 
then apply again.  It 
usually takes 3 to 4 
coats. 

Now reinstall your wheel and  sit back to enjoy the feel of a 
solid, sturdy,  good looking repair that you did yourself.  
When the judge asks if the wheel is the original, tell him, “It 
sure is, only better.” 
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The Antique and Classic Boat Society, Inc. is pleased to 
announce the hiring of Mr. Peter Stephens of Dublin, Ohio as its 
new Executive Director. 

As most ACBS members know, the 
organization has been on a search for an 
Executive Director, capable of taking the 
organization to the next level, since mid 
2012.  It has been felt that the creation 
and fulfillment of this new position was 
critical to the long term growth of the 
organization and, to accomplish this, a 
Search Committee was established.  
Through the work of that committee, over 
25 applicants were carefully considered 
and, finally, three finalists were selected who were then reviewed 
by the ACBS Board at the Tavares, Florida quarterly meeting.  
Peter Stephens was selected by the ACBS Executive Board from 
the final three. 

Peter, originally from upstate New York, holds a BA degree from 
Rollins College and an MBA from Babson College.  His last 
employment, prior to retiring from the corporate world and now 

joining ACBS, spanned over 20 years with Wendy’s 
International, Inc. where he was VP, International Finance & 

Accounting - CFO.  While there, he was 
honored with Wendy’s highest award, the R. 
David Thomas Award for Outstanding 
Management.  He has also had extensive 
experience working with non profits and 
understands their unique requirements.   He 
has been involved with several non profits at 
the Board level, including the R. E. Olds 
Transportation Museum, where has 
provided insight and guidance. 

Peter is a long time member of ACBS, Inc 
and the owner of a 1927 22’ Chris Craft 

Cadet.  He is also a collector of antique cars and a regular 
attendee at car and boat shows throughout the Midwest and 
South.   ACBS, Inc. believes he is an accomplished manager, 
communicator and leader with a proven ability to motivate and 
lead organizations and teams. 

ACBS, Inc. welcomes Peter who will start his new 
responsibilities on Monday, June 3, 2013. 

ACBS Establishes Executive Director Position,  
Hires Ohio Resident 

Peter and Debbie Stephens   (ACBS) 

The Finger Lakes Chapter is very grateful to our sponsors.   It is their generous support which makes the Skaneateles Boat Show 
possible, year after year.   Many thanks to all of them: 

Our Official Sponsor: M&T Bank  

Admiral Level:     Summit Auto 

Commodore Level:   Mirbeau Inn and Spa 

   The Sherwood Inn  

   Katz’s Marina 

Captain Level:    The Sailboat Shop  

   Hagerty Insurance  

   Doug’s Fish Fry 

 

Commander Level:  Adams and Son Insurance, Bill and Bobbi Dean, Wirth’s Automotive, Byrne Dairy, Village Inn, Johnny Angels, 
Mid Lakes Navigation 

Media Sponsors:   Group M Communications   www.groupmcom.com 

      The Scotsman Press, 750 W. Genesee St., Syracuse    315-472-7825 

   The Skaneateles Journal   www.skaneatelesjournal.com   315-283-1616 

   WRVO Radio   89.9 FM or 90.3 FM   www.wrvo.fm 

2013 Skaneateles Boat Show Sponsors 
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Finger Lakes Boating Museum; A Follow-up 

Complete Collection Moves to Hammondsport; Annual Festival To Be At Morehouse 

The Finger Lakes Boating Museum, still without a home, has 
now moved its collection to Hammondsport. 

As reported in the March edition of Brightwork, relations 
between the museum and the Geneva were strained.   Plans to 
develop a new building along Seneca Lake have been, at least for 
now, shelved. 

In the meantime, storage terms of the museum’s collection in 
Geneva were changed.  As a result, the entire collection was 
moved to Hammondsport into a donated space owned by Mercury 
Aircraft. 

The organization’s search committee for an appropriate facility to 
display the collection and show boating history in the Finger 
Lakes continues. 

The Museum’s annual boat show and Finger Lakes Boating 
Festival will be located this year at the former Morehouse Boat 
Company’s plant in Cayuga Lake State Park just outside of 
Seneca Falls. 

More information on their show can be found the organization’s 
website:  www.flbm.org  

From the FLBM website, the 2013 boat show 

Jay Brooks, Artist Behind the 2013 Poster 
Growing up on 90 acres of farmland in upstate New York, artist 
Jay Brooks has always had an appreciation for rural landscapes.  
Jay, who began painting at the age of 14, 
received his BFA from Carnegie Mellon and 
later his MFA from Columbia.  After a stint 
in New York City, Jay returned to upstate 
New York where he has taught art at 
Monticello high school for the past 20 years. 

Jay’s paintings recently caught the eye of 
several FLC members who approached Jay 
with the idea of doing a piece for this year’s 
boat show poster.  Jay, who has long been a 
fan of antique boats, readily accepted. 

When asked what his idea of what a perfect day was, Jay 
enthusiastically responded he would rather be on the water, 

preferably on one ski, slicing through glass-
like conditions between sessions of fishing, 
bird watching and lakeside grilling.  No 
wonder Jay was able to so perfectly capture 
what boating is all about on the picture perfect 
Finger Lakes of central New York. 

This painting and others are currently on view 
and available for purchase at Maresella 
Galleries in Skaneateles.  
www.maresellagalleries.com 

 

The Finger Lakes Chapter  boat show posters are 
collected by many and cherished, literally, around 

the world. 

This year’s original artwork by Jay Brooks has 
been incorporated into poster form through the 

gracious efforts of Chase Design and specifically, 
Jon Cammarata.  An award winning, multi-level 

design and advertising agency in Skaneateles, the 
firm is celebrating 50 years in 2013. 

www.chasedesign.net 
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Plenty of Time Until Summer        

Blythe Jakubowski               A Teen’s Take On Boats    

I always had big plans for the summer of 2013.  Since I 
can remember, I planned for this summer to be the best 
ever and plan number one was getting my boating license 
over the winter. 

I’ve always wanted to take the boat and pick up my friends 
or go into town.  Sure, I could do this with my parents, but I 
mean seriously, where’s the fun in that?! 

Finally, I was old enough to get my license.  Home free?  I 
think not. 

In order to get the license there was an eight hour course, 
with a test, standing between me and      freedom.  The 
test.  I had dreaded that 
test from the first day I 
learned of it. 

Eight hours in a room.  
What if they won’t let me 
go to the bathroom?  
What if there are no  
windows?  I can barely 
sit still for 30 minutes, 
how on earth am I going 
to manage eight hours? 

And of course, the 
pressing thought gnaw-
ing at the back of my 
brain, what if I fail? 

I put off my nerves by putting off the class – for days, 
weeks and months.  I have plenty of time until     summer.  
Why rush myself?  But, the reality was summer kept 
creeping closer by the minute.  It was obvious that summer 
wasn’t going to wait for me to overcome my ridiculous test-
taking fear.  So, mustering up all my strength, I finally sac-
rificed eight hours of a Saturday to a hot room with no 
food, water, bathroom or windows.  My stomach, in gym-
nastics as we drove to what was sure to be my impending 
death, flipped into somersaults.   I was sure I would have 
to be taken inside and chained to a desk. 

It seemed, though, my stars were in order.  My stomach 
calmed and took up yoga as I saw the classroom had four 
windows, two vending machines with a bathroom right 

across the hall.  It seemed this wasn’t going to be the tor-
ture chamber I had imagined. 

Despite the fact the teacher had fun making fun of me, he 
wasn’t nearly as scary as I had imagined,  either.  So far, 
so good.  An hour passed, then two, then three.  With fre-
quent breaks and the occasional large smoothie, it was 
actually sort of fun.  We acted out boat crashes and 
watched videos of flying fish and I learned a few things.  I 
was having enough fun to forget about the huge test still to 
come. 

I was in for a rude  awakening when Mr. Dan slammed his 
hand on his desk and declared, “Test 

Time.” 

Darn.  He hadn’t for-
gotten.  My imagina-
tion had created a      
terrible test, of course, 

but I was wrong – 
again.  It was only four 

pages (nothing compared to 
chemistry).  Even better, almost 
every question was just com-
mon sense and there were only 
about 30 of them.  There were 
one or two questions I was 
shaky on and sure enough, 
those were the two I got wrong.  

96%.  Not too bad. 

Now the only thing standing between me and      freedom 
is learning how to dock the boat. 

Oh well.  I have plenty of time until summer.  Why rush 
myself? 

NICHOLS RESTORATION 

Full line of restoration services. 
Contemporary and traditional construction. 

 
Wooden boats bought and sold 

315-595-2576 (D)/ 315-595-2297 (E) 
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In The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, 
Mark Twain wrote, “The less there is to 
justify a traditional custom, the harder 
it is to get rid of it.”  

This year there was no problem in 
justifying a slight change to the 
traditional FLC Spring Outing. 

Historically, the Spring Outing is an 
event given over to the social aspects of 
antique and classic boating but on May 
11th events took a slightly different 
course. At the suggestion of Director 
Dave Couch, the venue was changed 

from The Curtiss Museum in Hammondsport to the Carmen 
residence on Cayuga Lake. First Vice President Tom Carmen and 
his wife, board member Barb, had recently faced medical 
challenges and as a result the usual Spring spruce up of their lake 
side home had given way to more pressing matters.   

Enter the FLC Spring Outing Crew. Armed with rakes, trimmers 
and plastic bags the group 
arrived ready to do battle with 
the accumulation of leaves and 
branches left by the ravages of 
winter. In just four short hours 
the task was complete and the 
members moved to Wolffy’s 
Grill along Lower Lake Road.   

We are happy to report  Barb is 
on the mend and planning to be 
back at her usual post at the 
Ship’s Store for the Skaneateles 
Boat Show.  

Thank you to all members who 
participated and made this a truly memorable event. 

A Different Kind of Spring Outing and One of the Best 

Photos:  Jack Gifford 
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Marsden Available to Instruct 
Boating Safety Courses 

New York State approved boating 
safety courses are required for 
everyone who operates a PWC 
(personal watercraft, such as “Sea-
doo”) with a minimum age of 14.  As 
well, all powerboat operators between 
10 and 17 must have a boater safety 
certificate and boating safety courses 
are highly recommended for all 
operators (and even passengers) of 
any vessel, regardless of age.  A 
boating safety course can sometimes 
lower insurance rates. 

Topics covered include basic navigation, rules of the road, boat 
handling, weather, emergencies and more. 

Finger Lakes Chapter member Bruce Marsden is a NYS 
certified instructor for all classes and is available across the 
state. 

There are specific guidelines to the course,  Contact Bruce on 
how to organize a class  and for more information:  
smarsden@verizon.net or 201-493-1445. 

 

Bruce Marsden 



FLC & Skaneateles Hosting Annual ACBS
Skaneateles Country Club is Show Location, Multi

By Dick Sherwood 
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Background: 

When ACBS president, Jim Mersman, visited Skaneateles and 
the FLC Boat Show in the summer of 2012, he became 
convinced that Skaneateles had the potential to host an ACBS 
Annual Meeting and International Boat Show.  That convincing 
was helped along by FLC member Doug Adams who ushered 
Jim and his wife, Wendy, around the Skaneateles area.  And with 

the venue for the September 2014 event not yet set, Jim urged 
FLC to make a proposal to the ACBS Board to fill that opening.  
Accordingly, at the November 2012 ACBS Budget Planning 
Meeting, FLC made a presentation outlining how a 2014 event 
might be orchestrated on and around Skaneateles Lake. 

ACBS Meetings and Boat Shows annually run from Wednesday 
to Sunday of the fall weekend in which they are scheduled.  They 
are planned and organized as ACBS events, with support and 
help from the hosting chapters.  In addition, the hosting chapters 
may elect to hold one or two pre-event activities on Monday, 
Tuesday and even part of Wednesday of the same week.  Pre-
events (as they are known) are typically planned around use of 
exhibitors' boats on area waters, giving participants a chance to 
see and experience vintage boat cruising in new and different 
surroundings. 

For 2014: 

Historically, the ACBS Annual Meeting and Boat Show have 
been held at a large resort with plenty of rooms, and in a 
waterfront location with enough docking facilities to 
accommodate up to 100 boats.  However, the Finger Lakes 
Region doesn't have such a facility.  So, thanks to the good 

auspices of Doug Adams, who 
is also a member of the 
Skaneateles Country Club 
(SCC), and the generosity of 
SCC members, FLC proposed 
that the 2014 event be centered 
at the SCC.  Located just a 
mile south of the village on the 

west side of the lake, SCC has many of the facilities needed to 
hold the week's activities.  That includes 80 boat slips which 
would be vacated by SCC members during the days of the Boat 
Show.  (A dock expansion 
project scheduled for 2013 
is expected to increase the 
number of boat slips to 
112.)  And instead of 
staying at a hosting resort, 
participants would find 
lodgings in Auburn and 
Skaneateles area hotels, 
inns, B&Bs, motels, etc., 
using their own vehicles 
for commuting between 
their lodgings and the 
SCC. 

Pre-events: 

In the proposal to ACBS, 
FLC outlined two pre-
events -- one on the Fulton 
Chain of Lakes in the 
Adirondacks and the other 
on Skaneateles Lake.  On 
Tuesday, those 
participating in the first 
pre-event would gather in 
the Old Forge, NY area for 
the 16-mile run from Old 
Forge Pond, through First, 
Second, Third and Fourth 
Lakes to Inlet.  After lunch and a chance to look around the 
village, boats would make the return trip to Old Forge Pond for 
pullout.  Boats, trailers and towing rigs would then make the two
-hour road trip to Skaneateles for relaunching and docking at the 
SCC. 

The second pre-event would be aimed at acquainting out-of-town 
guests with Skaneateles Lake and Skaneateles village.  On 
Wednesday morning exhibitors would cruise south from SCC as 
far as they wished, returning to the village docks at the north end 
of the lake (where FLC holds its annual July boat show).  There, 
they would be free to tie-up for lunch, shopping and exploring 
the village at their leisure. 

Wednesday Evening: 

The proposal then called for an FLC-sponsored Welcoming 
Reception at the SCC.  Such a gathering would offer exhibitors 
and their guests the opportunity to meet and greet new and old 
friends in an informal setting over cocktails and “heavy hors 
d’oeuvres” at the outset of the week’s activities in Skaneateles.  
These gatherings are typically located near the assembled boats 
in a waterfront venue. 



S International Meeting and Show in 2014 
iple Events Scheduled    -  September 17—21, 2014 

Thursday: 

Thursday would be taken up with the two principal meetings of 
the week – The Chapter Roundtable followed by the ACBS 
Annual Meeting.  The Chapter Roundtable is a forum in which 
members of ACBS chapters can voice their concerns and interact 
with other chapter representatives over common and diverse 
issues.  The Annual 
Meeting would 
begin at mid-
morning and after a 
break for lunch, 
conclude in mid to 
late afternoon. 

For those not drawn 
to the two meetings 
of the day, special 
tours would be 
arranged to visit 
places of interest 
both in Skaneateles 
and in nearby 
villages: 

In Skaneateles:  Steve Shehadi’s Collection, the Barrow Art 
Gallery, the Creamery (Skaneateles Historical Society), historic 
village tours. 

In Auburn:  The Seward Mansion, the Willard Memorial 
Chapel’s Tiffany stained glass windows, the Harriet Tubman 
House. 

In Seneca Falls:  The Women’s Hall of Fame, 
the Women’s Rights Center, the Wesleyan 
Chapel 

In Aurora:  The McKenzie-Childs 
showrooms, and the Aurora Inn (lunch on 
Cayuga Lake). 

Thursday evening’s event called for an old-
fashioned country hoedown in a beautifully 
restored barn at Hobbit Hollow, just a mile 
and half from the SCC.  A barbecue, live 
music and square dancing would make for a 
lively and different kind of evening that 
harkens back to our roots in upstate New 
York.  However, after of number of inquiries, 
it’s clear that the barn venue will not be 
available.  As this newsletter goes to press, the 
organizing committee is busy working to 
identify an alternative site and agenda for the 
evening somewhere in the area. 

Friday: 

Friday would be primarily devoted to judging the boats entered in 

the Boat Show – both in-the-water displays as well as the several 
boats expected to make up a sizeable land display.  If there is 
sufficient interest by those not directly connected with judging of 
boats, the area tours outlined above for Thursday would also be 
run on Friday. 

Friday evening’s activity would be structured around a silent and 
live auction of donated items, with 
proceeds benefitting the ACBS 
Scholarship Fund.  The format 
would consist of grazing stations at 
SCC with wine pairings from area 
wineries which had been invited to 
participate. 

Saturday: 

Saturday would be taken up with 
symposiums, workshops and 
seminars in the morning.  Boat 
Show awards would be given out in 
the afternoon followed by the 
closing banquet in the evening.  A 
large banquet tent would be located 

on the grounds of SCC to accommodate the 400 people likely to 
attend. 

Sunday would be the day of departure with lots of activity at both 
the NYS launch just south of SCC and at SCC’s own launch. 

The Boat Show would be open to the public beginning on 

Thursday, and SCC would be invited to offer grilled fare on the 
beach for participants and the public during the Show.  The 
ACBS Ship’s Store would be in operation, and possibly a water  
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Bill Gregory, Feb 2, 1933—April 22, 2013 
Bill Gregory had one of those smiles which immediately inspired 
one in return.   A long time member of the Finger Lakes Chapter, 
Bill, 80, died on April 22 in Mesa, Arizona. 

He served as vice-president of the chapter from 2005 to 2007 and 
as a director in 1999. 

Bill was a fighter pilot with the 174th in Syracuse and retired as 
Brigadier General.  In 1993, he retired as a pilot with USAir. 

Bill was a proud owner of a Century Coronado, in need of 
restoration, and in retirement, he had time to rebuild it.  Under 
the tutelage of John Ford (Wine Country), Bill towed the boat to 
his Union Springs shop, pulled the engine, scraped the bilge and 
turned on the pressure washer.  John says the decision to build a 
new boat,  My Last Desire, (a Hacker design) came a few minutes 

after turning on the pressure 
washer and finding holes 
throughout the hull of the 
irreparable Coronado.  With 
John’s assistance and 
guidance, Bill built My Last 
Desire in about a year and 
half. 

The new boat won a 

number of awards in the contemporary classes, in a number of 
shows.  After doing well in one Clayton show, Bill, Bayne and a 
couple of friends took a boat ride on the Rideau Canal.  Five days 
later, finding themselves in Ottawa, they won in that show, too.. 

Arnie Rubenstein (FLC) recalls Bill’s pride in My Last Desire.  
The always spit-polished, impeccably clean boat was touched by 
three generations of the 
family, kept at the former 
family home on Lakeview 
Circle. 

A memorial service for Bill 
was held on May 25th.  
Arnie, with his “Wood Not”, 
provided Bill with his last 
ride on Skaneateles Lake at 
the end of the service. 

Bill is survived by his wife Bayne, two brothers, the families of 
three children and lives in the grateful memories of members of 
the Finger Lakes Chapter, Skaneateles Fire Department and many 
others. 

Contributions can be made to the Skaneateles Fire Department, 
Historical Society, Library or St. James Episcopal Church. 

(continued on page 12) 

taxi would run between the SCC and the Mid-Lakes Navigation’s 
docks in Clift Park in the village.  To make this all happen, FLC 
would be expected to provide many volunteers in support of all 
the activities going on. 

Due Diligence: 

On March 1st, ACBS Past President Jeff Stebbins visited 
Skaneateles on behalf of the ACBS Board of Directors to meet 
with FLC officers and Sue Dove of the Skaneateles Chamber, to 
review the proposed plans, visit the venues involved, and secure 
information from area hotels about room rates, room blocks, 
facilities, etc.  Following his visit, Jeff made his written report to 
the ACBS Board, strongly recommending Skaneateles for the 
2014 Annual Meeting and International Boat Show.  At its spring 
meeting on March 21st, the ACBS Board unanimously adopted 
Jeff’s recommendation. 

Plans Can Change: 

As with all arrangements to accommodate large groups, plans can 
be refined, changed, expanded or eliminated.  This outline of 
plans is no different.  But, however the final plans sort out, we’re 
confident that the September Boat Show will be an exciting and 
successful event.  Keep an eye on upcoming issues of the ACBS 
RUDDER and future issues of this newsletter to see how things 

shape up.  Volunteers will be needed, of course.  Be sure to say 
“Yes” when organizers ask you to help pull off this big event. 

New Executive Director of ACBS: 

As this outline of plans goes to press in the June issue of 
Brightwork, Peter Stephens takes up his new position as the first 
Executive Director of ACBS.  Peter, and his wife Debbie, are 
ACBS members from Dublin, OH.  As Executive Director, Peter 
has the daunting task of getting up-to-speed on a host of ACBS 
and chapter issues, plans and activities.  He’ll be visiting 
Skaneateles on more than a few occasions between now and 
September 2014. 

2014 ACBS International Comes to Skaneateles 
(Continued from page 11) 



The Dock Market 

For Sale:  1947 Chris Craft Deluxe Runabout, 17', 95hp, 
professionally restored, PERFECT,  copy CC boatowners' 
manual.  2003 replica Hacker, 18', 263hp, double cockpit, a 
prize.  Both with cover, trailer, stored inside and little used.  Call 
for full details/photos.  Moving.  315 246 0044   NEW AD 
 
For Sale:  1964 21-ft. Lyman Runabout in excellent condition.  
Hull # 73, I/O, 140 HP Interceptor V-8 engine.  Two fuel tanks 
and white vinyl cushions in perfect condition.  Kept under dry 
storage shed for the last 6 years.  A great lake boat with room to 
entertain and winner of the 2008 Lyman Marque Award at 
Skaneateles Antique & Classic Boat Show.  Available to view at 
Cooperstown, N.Y. after June l, 2011.  Complete picture album at  
ksteigelman57@gmail.com or call 954-545-4630 prior to June 1st 
or 607-547-1235 thereafter.  Asking $15,500. Includes a 7 year 
old Shorelander trailer in A-1 condition.  Ken Steigelman. 
(Cooperstown, NY)  NEW PRICE 
 
For Sale:   Many outboard boats – Penn Yan, Arkansas 
Traveler, Yellow Jacket, Texas Maid, MFG, etc.  Also, many 
off-brand motors such as Scot-Atwater, Champion, Muncie, 
McCulloch, Oliver, West Bend, etc.  Dick Curvin.  315-729-
4666 (cell).   (Moravia, NY)   NEW AD 
 
For Sale:  1904 18ft+ Fay & Bowen [style] launch with 1909 
Paulson motor #21.  Original canopy with brass hardware.  Full 
restoration in 1995.  Excellent trailer included.  Boat and motor 
were in water and running then.  Multiple ACBS show winner.   
E-mail for photos and info to steve@sheadirug.com $15,800. 
OBO.  Delivery available up to 100 miles@ $2.00/mile.  Steve 
Shehadi (Skaneateles, N Y)  NEW PRICE 
 
For Sale:  1949 22-ft. Chris-Craft U-22 utility.  Rebuilt 130M; 
new epoxy bottom 2004; rechromed hardware 2004; new blue 
upholstery 2006; waterline cover and excellent tandem axle 
trailer.  Used every year 3-4 times each summer.  Northern 
Michigan boat located in California, can deliver anywhere for 
expenses.  $32,500.  Arnie Schweer, 559-816-8461. 
 

For Sale:  Dunphy X-55, 17-ft inboard, 215 HP Interceptor 
engine, galvanized trailer.  Engine rebuilt.  Original upholstery, 
floor covering & trim.  $12,500.  Also 1939 Skaneateles Boat & 
Canoe Co. Lightning Sailboat, #755.  Has single bottom, new 
canvas deck, two sets of sails & wood mast; trailer.  $3500.  Also 
1958 23-ft. mahogany lapstrake St. Lawrence River launch.  
100 hp Chris-Craft engine with 1:1 ½ reduction gear.  Needs only 
minor restoration and cosmetic work.  $3500.  Also, Rhodes 
Bantam sailboat; two sets of sails; trailer.  Needs only cosmetic 
work.  $1000.  Also, 1961 Chris-Craft Sea Skiff, 20 ft, 185 HP 
Chris-Craft engine, trailer, new upholstery, full canvas top 
(covers entire cockpit from windshield back); rear portion unzips.  
Not a "show" boat, but with a little TLC could become one.  
$7500.Mick Griffin, 716-662-1949 or MickG16@aol.com  
 
For Sale:  1928 20-ft. Brodhead-Fairchild runabout, John 
Hacker hull design, 6-cyl. Pontiac-Oakland engine, 75 hp.  
Howard Fairchild at 607-266-0631, or 
howardfairchild2000@yahoo.com. 
 
For Sale:  Rare 1927 20-ft. Gesswein Sportabout (hull #7) with 
original 6 cyl. Van Blerck engine.  Twin cockpit with unusual 
facing rear seats.  Brass hardware & leather upholstery.  Boat & 
engine fully restored; both in excellent condition.  Custom trailer.  
Asking $35,000.  Sue Giovannetti, 315-947-5532 or 
sueag@hotmail.com  
 
For Sale:  1996 12-ft. Victory Swift.  Reproduction of old Penn 
Yan Swift; only 12 made.  Cedar and laminate.  25 HP Mercury 
Outboard, trailer and boat hoist included.  Asking $11,000. OBO.  
Bill Eberhardt, 315-217-8111 or admin@thesherwoodinn.com  
(Skaneateles, NY) 
 
For Sale:  Many nice boats: Penn Yan, Arkansas Traveler, 
Yellow Jacket, Texas Maid, MFG, etc., plus many off-brand 
motors: Scott Atwater, Champion, Muncie, McCulloch, Oliver, 
West Bend, etc. Dick Curvin, 315-729-4666 (cell). (Moravia) 
 

Submit new ads, corrections or deletions to Dick Sherwood at 
flcboats@aol.com  
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10 Questions...    

Mark Edwards 
Mark Edwards of Doug’s Fish Fry in Skaneateles has long been a mainstay of this popular eatery.  Starting as a 

teenager, Mark worked his way from dishwasher to present day owner.  Wander into his restaurant on any given day and 
you’ll find not only a menu offering a wide selection of fresh fish, but the People’s Choice Award for the Skaneateles Boat 

Show on the wall and a mural dedicated to the town he loves.  Look closely, you may be in that mural. 

How did Doug’s Fish Fry or Doug’s 
as it is locally known, come about? 

Doug Clark, our founder (also known 
as our Flounder), wanted to have a 
place where people could go for a bite 
to eat in Skaneateles that was laid 
back and family friendly.  He would 
come to town with his family on hot 
summer days for a swim and there was nowhere within 
walking distance that he could go with his family in flip-flops 
and shorts for good food and a beer. 

You’ve been here for 31 years.  Do you remember your 
first day? 

My first day was the Thursday before Good Friday in 1982.  
I was not really aware of how busy the night might be, 
given that it was Good Friday, or how much I would need to 
learn in order to be ready for that day.  I had no idea what 
to expect.  I just came to do the best job I could as an 18 
year old guy.  I had previously worked as a dishwasher and 
when I started with Doug I was proud of the responsibilities 
he entrusted me with from day one.  Doug taught me how 
to “slam” potatoes, how to make the secret recipe coleslaw 
and how to prep food in the back kitchen before any busy 
day.   

When did Doug’s become yours? 

I officially took ownership on December 5, 2001. 

Working alongside Doug for all those years, you’ve 
must have picked up a thing or two from him.   

Doug has taught me many things, but most importantly he 
taught me to believe in my abilities.  He also taught me 
what it takes to run a business with respect for employees 
and customers.  He believed, as I now do, that no job is too 
small or too dirty or too anything and it should be done right 
alongside the employees.  If I need to stay until midnight to 
prep for the next summer day, then that is what I do with 

my employees. 

What are some of the memorable 
moments that stand out for you at 
Doug’s? 

When Doug owned the restaurant, we 
used to do a Friday night prank.  Doug 
would leave to go on his break and we 

would all change our shirts to the tie-died Doug’s Fish Fry 
shirts by the time he came back.  Another time, we filled 
the restrooms up with balloons, knowing he would head 
straight there after his break.  It was always good fun and 
relieved the stress of a busy day.  And then, of course, 
there was the day we interviewed the person who would 
later become my wife, Katherine. 

Doug’s has been a supporter of the Skaneateles Boat 
Show for years.  
What inspired that? 

Doug and I realized 
the boat show was a 
good, clean, family 
event for the 
community.  We knew 
it would bring positive 
attention to the village 
and everything 
Skaneateles has to 
offer. 

Doug’s Fish Fry 
sponsors the 
People’s Choice 
Award.  How did that come about? 

It’s hard for us to remember exactly how the People’s 
Choice Award sponsorship came about.  I think Dick 
Sherwood approached us and we thought it would be great 
for the everyday person to participate in the boat show by 
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voting for their favorite boat.  It seemed to be a fun way to 
build participation.  The judges in a boat show look for the 
finer details, while the everyday person votes because 
something special catches their eye or sparks a fond 
memory.  For Doug, the boat show inspired him to buy his 
wood boat, the Little Fry. 

You have a beautiful mural of Clift Park on the back 
wall of your restaurant.  Who painted that? 

The mural was painted in 2006 by Elliot Mattice and Kathy 
Mayo of Syracuse.  In fact, they are even in the mural.  We 
wanted people to have something pretty to look at while 
they ate, especially in the winter months when summer 
seems so far away.  The park is one of the most beautiful 
places in our area and the mural provides that view year 
round.  There are employees, community members, Doug’s 
family and my family painted right into the scene. 

Doug’s is one the most popular places in town.  How 
many meals do you serve on a busy summer day? 

A thousand or more. 

It is apparent you believe in Skaneateles.  What makes 
this Finger Lakes town special in your eyes? 

Our town feels like home in so many ways.  We have great 
places to go to and eat with friends that provide quality and 
variety.  We have shops that allow people to spend a day 
looking for treasures that they might not find anywhere 
else.  We have a beautiful, clean lake to sit by and enjoy.  
Our main street remains as picturesque as a Norman 
Rockwell painting.  In the summer, there is a community 
band that gives concerts in the most memorable of 
settings.  No question about it.  It is a special place. 

Photos by Janice Miller, “stitched” as panorama 

ENGINE REMANUFACTURING 

We offer high quality work by professional machinists 
with marine engine experience.  We can bring your 

engine back to original performance condition and also 
offer upgrades such as hardened seat valves for today’s 
gasoline.  Special show detailing, polished aluminum 

and brass and rebuilding of generators, starters, 
carburetors and transitions are also available. 

Call us for your needs and ask for Al, Bill or Jim. 

Drake Engines, Inc. 

2285 Ridgeway Ave. 
Rochester, NY   14626 

Ph:  585-723-1333     Fax:  585-723-1078 
Pictured:  a re-built Chrysler Marine engine 
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NO TRIP TO 

SKANEATELES 

IS COMPLETE 

WITHOUT A VISIT TO 

DOUG’S FISH FRY 
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4553 W. Seneca Tnpk., Syracuse, NY  13215 

Get more enjoyment from your waterfront with our 

315‐469‐4867 
www.brinsonmarine.com 
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Selflock Screw Products Co., Inc. 
114 Marcy Street 
East Syracuse, NY   13057 
315-437-3367    
www.selflockscrew.com 
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